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Gries of Adventures of the F ifteenth 
„ 


CHAPTER 1. 


D 5 had begun to make its appear- 
Lance, and ſome neighbouring pealants 
re repairing to their labours, when, ar- 

ring at the clump. of oaks, near the fall 

the brook, they ſaw two ſeemingly hu- 

n figures, whoſe difficult reſpira ion, 

pundinp in the throat, announced their 

Molution at hand. On a nearer exa mi- 

ation they found them to be two young 

den cloſely embracing, and each pierced 

Ith a ſword../ As they ill breathed, the 

neſt peaſants inſtantly reſolved to con- 

5 them to the caſtle of madam Unna, 
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2 HERMAN . 


who had frequently, by her care, (aved 
lives of the ſick and wounded ; and whe 
they thought, would certainly not refy 
her aid to theſe unfortunate ſtrangers, 
Alicia had detained Senden at Plettet 
burg as long as ſhe had been able, 
yielded the more readily to her olicit 
tions, as he had the ſame motives for ri 
maining as ſhe for keeping him there. 
They had not owned this to each othe 
as they carefully avoided meeting in g 
vate, but they gueſſed each others thought 
and felt themſelves mutually obliged. 
Bernard, ſolely occupied with the cot 
templation of his own grandeur, ſaw ni 
thing in this but the” honour received | 
Ulric in reſiding five days at bis cov 
and would have had no objection to | 
remaining there as many. more, if Alie 
to whom he was very condeſcending, | 
cauſe the bore the name of Unna, had « 
ſired it. 
Ulric, on his ſide, ke reaſons to qu 
the lovely Alicia as ſoon as poſſible, 4 


OF UNNA. 3 


en Catherine informed him that Her- 
u would depart the Monday after the 
ytvity of the Virgin, he felt the ſame 
ore as a priſoner emancipated from 
c chains. | 

Madam Unna could not refrain from 
ws when Senden took leave. She recol- 
fed the paſt, thought of Herman, and 
rmbled. She requeſted him to return 
me by way of Ahaus; a requeſt at 
uch Bernard ſmiled, as it was at leaſt 
e than a mile about; but Ulric readily 
mphed, fully comprehending the motive 
Alicia. 

The waters, being high, had rendered 
e road by Ahaus impaſſable. He was 
ifrefore obliged to return and take the 
WW way. He aſked his ſervants what 
jj of the week it was. They replied 
at, as it was paſt midnight, the day 
It degun might be called Wedneſday, — 
Monday and Wedneſday,” ſaid Ulric to 
"ſelf, and he proceeded cheerfully. 

B 2 
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4 HERMAN 


Alicia preſaged ſome misfortune, 
ſupper ſhe was melancholy ; during | 
night ſhe was reſtleſs. As ſleep torſo 
her eyes, ſhe roſe, went to the ba'con 
and looked anxiouſly round as far as: 
light of the moon would permit her, T. 
dawn ſtill found her there. She eadeavoy 
ed to diſſipate the fatal preſentimen's ih 
Haunted her mind. She addreſſcd to He 
ven her wonted oriſons; ſhe praycd that 
day might not paſs without affording h 
an opportunity of doing good. She kn 
by experience that the practice of vin 
was the beſt means of reſtoring tranquil 
to an afflicted heart. 

This duty fulfilled, ſhe looked towa 
the valley, which the purple beams 
morn had yet ſcarcely enlighrened, aiihv 
ſhe diſcovered a company of men mo 
ſlowly towards the caſtle, One of thi 


advanced before the reſt and knocked 
the gate, 


« What misfortune has happened? 
What are you bringing hither ?” Cried 
ei from the balcony. 

„Ab, noble lady!“ replied the peaſant 


knew her voice: ii it you? What a 


TWP lucky onen! we bring you two unfortu- 
ou cate beings, whom we found lying on 
poder hill covered with blood. They 


fill breathe. We have bound ũp their 


hat wounds as well as we were able; the reſt 
vu cmuſt leave to you; God always gives 
knee bleffing to your charitable deeds.” 


Alicia ſtaid not to hear all he ſaid, but 
wo open the door herſelf, and in her 
5 ſhe awoke ſome of the ſervants who 
pt in the anti-chamber, that they might 
tready the neceſſary apparatus for the 
unded ſtrangers. 


ried, had been the friend, the com- 


B 3 


The domeſtics of this benevolent female 
Wd long known, from expert ence, how to 
Kon ſuch occaſions. Alicia, before ſhe 


ner, the nurſe of the ſick, and ſhe thought 
elk happy in having a huſband who 
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nations. 


C HERMAN 


allowed her full liberty in the exerciſe 
her benevolent diſpoſition. 

In thoſe days it was accounted honoy 
able to do good, and the pride of Bernat 
was not a little flattered when his wiſe wz 
ſtyled a ſecond Elizabeth; a faint who 
glory, in his eyes, was greatly enhance( 
by her being deſcended from a roy: 
| houſe, | 

It was not from ſuch paltry motives tha 
Alicia was prompted to benevolence; bu 
ſhe was prudent enough to avail herſelf « 
her huſband's weakneſs and vanity, that ſhi 
might purſue, unreſtrained, her own incl 


- Having opened the gate, ſhe went tt 
meet the wounded, to ſee that they ven 
carried gently and with care. Approach 
ing ſhe beheld the face of Ulric, covert 
with the ſhades of death, Herman carcel 
breathing, and. ſhe fell as devoid of life 1 
either of them. 
Fer ſervants flew to her aſſiſtance, anc 
ſhe was conveyed, together with her the 


ging friends, to the caſtle. At length ſhe 


ed her eyes, and ſeeing a crowd about 
, ſhe made a fign for all, who were not 
wplutely neceſſary, to leave her, in order 
palit Ulric and Herman, Her fears for 
fee two unfortunate beings revived her 
frength, and ſhe was ſoon able to repair to 
tieir chamber to examine their ſituation, 
ad the treatment it required, 

Ibe ſteward, an expert ſurgeon, * 
ready ſo far recovered Herman that he 
bold open his eyes, and when his ſiſter- in- 
kn appeared, he was able to call her by her 
ume, and convey her hand to his lips. 
Ulic of Senden was {till in a ſwoon, A 
keble pulſation of the heart was all that 
nnounced him ahve. His wound was 
nuch deeper than Herman's, Againſt Her- 
han he bad lifted his ſword with regret ; 


krength, " 

By the indefatigable cares of Alicia, and 
the ſkill of her ſervants, Senden and Her- 
den were at length both extricated from 
B 4 


maſt himſelf his arm had exerted all its 
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2 HERMAN 


their danger: but to the latter ſhe was more 
particularly attentive, as Catherine had 
been ſent for to ſuperintend her hyſhand, 
Herman's regard for his charming ſiſter. in. 
law, and the confidence ſhe repoſed in him, 
increaſed every day from the habitude 0 
ſeeing each other, and ſoon there was eſta- 
bliſhed between them as great an intimacy, 
as we have obſerved, in the preceding vo. 
jume, to have ſubfiſted between duke Al- 
bert of Auſtria and the lovely Ida. There 
was this difference, however; Herman could 
not be ſuſpected of entertaining for Alicia 
ientiments warmer than thoſe of friendſhip, 
whereas many of my readers may perhaps 
have judged otherwiſe reſpecting the feel- 
ings of Albert, | 

A few weeks after their arrival at Pier 
tenburg, Herman was able to fit up, and 
Ulric was ſufficiently recovered to ſcnd Ca- 
therine home to prepare for his return. 
Herman had a thouſand queſtions to aſk re- 
ſpecting Ulric, and madam Unna was more 
uelined to anſwer them than formerly,» 


re h 
do venture to open to him her heart. 
ne pains ſhe had taken on his account had 


rendered him more dear to her. She con- 
kſed the hiſtory of Senden to be ſo inter- 
yoven with hers, that it was impoſſible for 
ler to relate what Herman was defirous of 
knowing, without making him the confidant 
of her own adventures. 

Hitherto Alicia had not been able to 
mify the impatient curioſity of Herman, 
ecauſe her huſband ſcarcely ever quitted 
the chamber of the convaleſcent, with 
wole converſation he was much entertain- 
d. At length, however, Bernarò thought 
poper to viſit Engelrading, where the lords. 
«> Ravenſberg and Meerveldt gave a tour- 


mployed as will be ſeen in the following 
dapter. 


— 3 


de now knew enough of her brother-in- 


lament, and this firſt leiſure moment was 
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10 HERMAN 


CHAPTER II. 


« HOW ſhall I relate to you,” ſaid Al-. 
cia,“ events that will open all the ancient 
* wounds of my heart, and perhaps te.. 
«« preſent me to your eyes in an unfavour- Wil 
« able light! You will forgive the weak- WW 
neſs of a woman, if the remembrance of 
"<< what is paſt draw from her ſome tears, I 

©& call heaven to witneſs, that Ulric is no 
<« Jonger ſo dear to me as he was: yet! 
* own that I cannot ſce him without ſome 
« degree of emotion. At fight of him 
* experience. a ſenſation: which. I am un- 
« able to define, It is not the remnant of 
© a love ſubdued; it is a mixture of dread; 
t fear, and compaſſion .. . Whatever it 
| * be, you ſhall hear, and judge. 
| « Without doubt, my ſiſter-in-law, Ca- 
© therine, has informed you that I am of 
« the family of Langen, purſued for ſome 
« years by the ſecret tribunal. My fa 
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s ther's diſputes with the biſhop of Oſna- 
bruck relate not to my narrative. He 
6 fell a victim to the biſhop's rancour; as 
did my mother, who died of grief in the 
« flower of her age, in conſequence of 
« which L became. the ward of my. elder 
brother. 

Conrad loved me; he took as much. 


k- WF" care of me as a father could have done; 
of and his confidence in me was ſo great, 
I WW that he left me perfectiy miſtreſs of my 


actions. In his caſtle I was as I am here: 
vas treated not as his ward, but as the: 
& miſtreſs of the houſe. 

My brother was frequently. abſent: 


* knows Why. I. fear he was then engaged: 
in what brought on him the perſecution 
* he now. ſuffers. His conduct was fre- 
* quently raſh and inconſiderate; and his 
enemies repreſented it in colours that 
made it appear ſtill more reprehenſible. 
* I conſidered it as a duty incumbent on 
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from home for months together. God 


me to repair, by prayers and good deeds. 
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HERMAN 
* at home, the evil Conrad did abroad; ; and 
« thus to divert the divine vengeance from 
« our houſe, which had already experienced 
Ty ſo many misfortunes. My actions might 
p it be good and laudable in themſelves; « the 
poor, the fick, the aged, found ſhelter 
« and relief at the caſtle of Langen; but l 
<« carried my benevolence too far, | applied 
ce it not with ſufficient diſcretion, and I wat 
4 puniſhed by the loſs of my peace. 

„ Ulric of Senden having been wounded 
“jn a ſingle combat, at a ſmall diſtance 
c from the caſtle, his ſervants brought him 
to us, and begged affiſtance for 'their 
rafter; A ſtrict regard to decorum, per- 
te haps, would have required me to refuſe 
4 my aid to a hatidſome young knight, and 
© to ſend him to the monks of a neighbout- 
© ing convent, who alfo did many charitable 
1c a&ts, But my fenfibility ſuffered me tc 
* think of nothing but the danger of the 
«© woutited young men. Senden was con- 
t ſequently taken into our houſe; I attend. 
ed him as if he had been a brother; is 
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covered; and . . .. compaſſiom en the 


bote hand, and gratitude on the other, 
gave birth to friendſni Pp; which Was Hot 
oog growing Up to love. 227124900 (n = 
« Happy in each others affection, hope 
« and innocence never quitted us. But, O 
« celeſtial days! whither are you flown? | 
« Ulric ſtaid not long at the caſtle after 
his cure. His duty and dechrum called 
him elſewhere. We had ſeen enough of 
v exch other to be ſenſible that we loved, 
ind to imagine that we ſhould love for 
* ever, We exchanged mutual vows, It 
vas neceſſary, that Senden fhould make 
#2 few more campaigns, to acquire glory 
ind honours ; and purpoſed to remain 
t the head of my brother's houſchold, till 
* Beatrice of Meerveldt ſhould aſſume the 
charge. It was agreed, that Ulric ſhould 
"then demand me in marriage. I could 
not ſuppoſe Conrad would retuſe me to- 
* the man whom my heart ſhould prefer. 
thought, on the contrary, that his af- 
* fection for me would induce him to con- 
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< tribute every thing he could to our union; 
my happineſs being too dear to him, 

r my will too ſacred, for him to oppoſe 

. e my inclinations. Beſides, he was rich, 
« and could beſtow uon me a portion ſuffi. 

6. cient to compenſate the ſcanty fortune of 

4 Ulric. wo | 

«© Winter. arrived, The expeditions of 
the knights were leſs frequent. My bro-4 
* ther returned to his caſtle. A number 
„ of waggons laden. with booty followed 
« him; and [:could not help aſking, whe- 
© ther it were honeſtly acquired. An. 
6 auſtere look, the firſt-I believe he ever 
| gave me, pieceded his anlwer. Wo- 
men, ſaid he, know nothing of the 
tc. laws of war, or the privileges of nobility: 
«jt becomes them, therefore, on ſuch ſub- 
& jects, to be ſilent. 
„ I was ſilent, and had ſoon more 0c- 

| ce caſioos, than one to,accuſtom myſelf to 
« it, During the winter, Conrad never 
« quitted his caſtle, except that he wen 
ey ſometimes to hunt in the neighburigg 
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foreſt, His companions in arms vifted 
im frequently. They were faces J had 
s never ſeen, the rugged features of which 
« coafined me to the ſolitude of my cham- 

ber. Their noiſy revelry diſturbed my 
8 tranquillity by day, and my fleep by 
tight, I ardently wiſhed to be no longer 
b gitne(ſs to this irregular life; and T waits: 
oed with impatience the return of the ſea- 
ſon, when the knights would again take 
6 the field. Still more eagerly did I look 
& for the moment, when Ulric ſhould come 
% ſcek his betrothed love, the good 
&Ulric, in whoſe peaceful habitation T 
® hoped to ſpend _ that might. be en- 
C ried, 

Conrad, who 8 not to refine 
" the eves of our feſtivals by his de- 
* bauchery, was engaged, on the eve of 
* Epiphany, in a drinking party, conſiſting 
* of the moſt diſſolute young mem of the 
country. IJ, who conſidered my charms 
*2 ſacred to Ulric-- yes, Herman, 1 
could then boaſt ſome charms and who 
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% drunkards, was abſent on this occafign 


© thoughts oh Ulric rendered me inſenlible 


15 HERMAN 


2 


& choſe not to expoſe them to the view of 


After taking care that the-gueſts ſhould 
Want nothing, I retired with my women 
45 to the balcony which looks towards th 
« foreſt; that I mighi be out of the reach 
« of the frightfuliclamour, with which th 
t caſtle reſounded, and enjoy the calm of: 
© fine winter evening. Nature ever ap 
% /peared tome charming even in her un 
s dteſs. The light of tne ſtars was reflected 
by the ſurrounding ſnow. My women 
& ſhivered with cold, and I diſmiſſed them 
& to their beds: for My part, love and the 


eto the rigour of the ſeaſon. I thought on 
& the verdant alcove where I had ſat by his 
« fide; I thought on the garland of flowers 
« crowned with which, he was ſoon to lea 
« me to the altar. 
«6 So deeply was I abforbed in my reve- 

de ries, that I did not at firſt perceive two 
© men who iſſued from the neighbouring 
« wood, and ſeemed to glide towaids the 
i caſtle, From the whiteneſs ot the {non 
1 


OF UNNA. _ 


hey appeared to me to be in leck. 
nis not raſh enough to deny che appa- 
ion of ſpirits, as my brother ſometimes 
did, and was afraid therefore, for a mo- 
ment, to look a ſecond time on thele ter- 
« rifying objects. Curioſity, however, and 
6 the poſſeſſion of a good conſeience, gave 
me courage. I roſe and looked down. 
« The men. were now ſo near the gate 1 
could not ſee them. They gave three 
# loud knocks, that reverberated afar from 
the vaulted porch, and, immediately re- 
# tiring, they diſappeared in the foreſt, 
The caſtle. was inſtantly alarmed. — 
The centinel on the tower ſounded his 
" trumpet ; lights appeared on the battle - 
meats; the vaults under me reſounde d 
* with the ſteps of - our cavaliers, who ran 
to open the gate. Twenty voices ſpoke 
at once, ſo that I could not underſtand a 
* word, Soon I heard my bro! her and his 
* gueſts + Conrad ſwore, his drunken com- 
* panions laughed. My hrart throbbed; '[ 


" preſeged ſome fatal event. 1 called up 
* my women, and ſent them to liiten.— 
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«< They ſoon returned to inform me, that 
„ the company was ſuddenly diſperſed, 
<« and that my brother was coming to tell 
«©, me himſelf the occaſion of the alarm. 
My attendants wept, and I wept with 
« them, diſtreſſed and —_— by anxi- 
« ous doubts.” 2 

© Conrad made his appearance, pale as 
« death. He informed me... . Good God! 
« what could be more terrible? . , that 
« he was cited before the ſecret tribunal of 
« Oſnabruck, to give an account of certain 
c actions, concerning which I had ſo often 
6 remonſtrated with him. I trembled, 
«© though I knew not yet the extent of our 
% misfortune. My brother ſpent half 
6 the night in diſcloſing to me the hor- 
6 rors of that terrible tribunal, and to 
& convince/ me, that he could not, and 
“ durſt not, appear to anſwer the citation 
« affixed by the free judges to the gate of 
© the caſtle. I was of a different opinion, 
« and we parted half in anger. 

„ The day following, I threw myſelf in 
4 terrs. at my brother's feet, to intreat him 
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to appear before his judges. © Do you 
know what you aſk ?* cried he: nothing 
& leſs than my death. What at Oſnabruck 
6 is called my crime, is as certain as if it 
& were proved. If I were to appear there- 
« fore, you would never fee me again 3 


© while on the other hand, prudence, 


courage, and flight, may ſave me.“ 
leave you to gueſs how little ſuch a 
declaration was ca'culated to quiet my 
# zpprehenſions, His crime proved; his 
death certain; flight his only reſource ; 
what a melancholy ſituation ! —My anxi- 
u ety, and the exertions I made to find 
& ſome method of extricating him from his 
danger, were near depriving me of reaſon 
* and of life. In the mean time, my bro- 
* ther went in and out of his caſtle freely, 
* and without being diſturbed. No one in- 
* ſulted him, no one ſaid a ſingle word to 
* him. He ſoon reſumed his old habits, 
* and the companions of his debaucheries 
* re-appeared, I myſelf ſhared his ſecu- 
"ity, and had almoſt forgotten the affair, 


" vhen the free judges came a ſecond time 


ſpired me. 
Proaching danger was this time more 
I obſerved that the fun ſhone on us 28 
man treated us as kindly. At length the 


rad called them, ſeemed to me a childik 


vours to conceal them. I was fo little 


© ] readily perceived it, and relapſed inio 
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to knock at the gate, and thus reneyeg 
the terror with which Oo had before in- 


4 


« The fear excited in me by the ap- 
acute; but it was not of Jong duration, 
bright as before, and that both nature and 
viſit of theſe nig tlv diſturbers, as Con- 


ſport, and I thought little of it, when one 
morning my women came to tell me, 
that the freejudges had come that night 
for the third time, and that my brother 
had pulled their placard from the gate, 
torn it to pieces, and forbidden any one 
to mention it. 
« In ſact, Conrad ſaid not a word to me 
an the ſubj ct. Yet his anxiety and dil- 
treſs were apparent in ſpite of his endea- 


accuſtomed to ſce him in this ſtate, that 
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« my former fears. The conſequences 
s juſtified them but too well. Conrad had 
s hitherto enjuyed his uſual tranquillity, 
« only trom the ſilence that was obſerved 
s relpeting his misfortune : but when, by 
6 the flight of one of our demeftics, it be- 


5 eme known that he was purſued by the 
d & {-cret ttibunal, every thing ſumed a dif- 
he WW © ferent face, At the fi A citatian, as | now 
n- berat, the greater part of my brother's 
kh a © (rvants, who were not vaſſals attached to 
ne WI © ihe glebe, gave notice that they ſhould 
ce; quit him, and it was only by dint of 
hr WY © promiſes and preſents that he retained 


them, But after the third citation no- 
* thing could induce them to ſtay. Even 
my women left me, one only excepted, 
The neighbouring ladies avoided mect- 
ing me, and Beatrice of Meerveldt, on 
* whoſe faith Conrad had placed the firmeſt 
confidence, gave him to underſtand, that 
* ſhe renounced his alliance. 


* day, as I entered his chamber, on his 


I 1 LIC | 


It is over with me,” faid Conrad, one 


— 
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« «© Fly? abandon you cried], in tears, 


© 


ce 


more, till we meet in eternity, I muſt 


Remain with me during this terrible in- 


though I partook not in your crimes. 


contrary, have often warned me of mine 
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ſending for me: behold the fourth eita- 
tion ! The free judges affixed it to the 
gate of the caſtle in open day, and took 
away with them three ſtones from the 
wall. I am condemned if I do not ap. 
pear; and if I do, I ſhall never fee you 


be gone, my ſiſter : have pity on me; 
and do not abandon me, as others have 
done: favour my eſcape, conceal it as 
long as you can, and then fly yourſelf, 


tervalz remain, Alicia, or I ſhall be 
forced firſt to pierce thy heart, and then 
my own.” 


Alas'! I will follow you, if you wiſh it: 
I will ſhare your fate, though.. 


e Ah, do not reproach me! No: you 
have committed no crime, but, on the 


Yet, Alicia do not reproach me, or you 
will drive me to deſpair. 
* 
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The ſituation of my brother was de- 
« plorable. It filled me at once with fear, 
« pity, and an extreme, but painful tender- 
6 neſs, He ſeemed to think only of me; I 
« zppeared to be his only conſolation ; and 
de would not loſe me a moment from 
& his ſight, accompanying me wherever 1 
« was obliged to go to make the 8 

« reparations for his journey. 

They were ſoon Completed, I ed 
u up all the jewels be had given me, that 
they might be à reſource to him in his 
" need. I would keep no part of thoſe 
s treaſures, which had perhaps coſt my 
brother the happineſs of his life. 
Conrad, at his departure, embraced 
* me with the tendereſt affection. He la- 
" mented his being obliged to leave me 
yithout any kind of protection. Why, 
* ſaid he, © was, I not allowed firſt to place 
i thee-in the hands of a> worthy huſband? 
gut thy beauty, thy virtues, thy attaeh- 
ment to a brother forſaken by all the 
* world, of which thou haſt given ſuch 
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et ſtriking procfs, will gain thee 2 thouſan 
de hearts, aud thou maveit ye: be happy, 
„Ho !! anſwered 4, wer peng, enn 
* ink of lobe aud marriage, uhile you ar 
e unfotunate/? fear me, mv brother.“ 
«ſwear by all that is volt ſacred, tha 
«© even if I knew the man who was one d. 
«© to become my hvfband, I woul 1 refuſe 
e him my hand, till 1 was aſſured of you 
«+ ſafety. your happineſs.” 
C „ Do not, my dear ſiſter, do not ente 
1 into fo raſh an engagement. You hare 
4 need of a protector. There is nothing 
* ſo ardenly wiſh, as that you were at 
cc tached to a man of honour, and that he 
r was here at this moment that I mg 
4 inſtantly confide you to his care 
The colour came into my face and 
« dared not anfwer. I thought of Vlric 
lately returned from 2 Campaign in Ita 
« hom 1 expected every day. Why, 
it thought I, with a ſigb, does he not n0 
<< make his "uppearatice? Could they bi 
6c meet l $1889. 05 £ 
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* requeſt but one favour,” ſaid Con- 
nd, embracing me again, one ſingle 
favour ; do not give your hand to one 
of my perſecutors; you are too good, 
oo handſome, to | become the prey of a 
demon!“ | 

« ] promiſed what he wiſhed, and we 
tore ourſelves from each other's arms.— 
perhaps we had already waſted too much 
ume; in our critical ſituation every mo- 
ment was precious. 

« Weeping I returned to my chamber, 
und there found confolation : My dear 
'Vinc had ſent me an expreſs, who had 
entered while I was accompanying my 
bother by a private way out of the 
 caltle, | 

£0? cried I, et is thy maſter ? 
Why was he not here an hour ſooner, 
li, as I hope, he is in the neighbour- 
| hood ?? | 

ke is coming, madam ; he will be 
lere in a moment; he begs to ſpeak to 
jou in private z and requeſts you will ad- 


mit him by the back gate.” 
You, III. 


1 


C 
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« Does he come that way! replied 
< with joy: then he will meet my bie 
** ther; he will ſee him, and may ſpeak t 
% him of our love !—Does he know 
«- brother ?? 

« No: ſaid the man, with a look « 

* alarm: No, madam, I believe not. 
«© But has Mr. Langen indeed taken th 
4 road which my maſter is coming? 
« © Yes, yes; they muſt meet. Ah, 
they do but know, if they do not m 
< each other !* | 

« Rut your brother, 1s he not pay 
by the ſecret tribunal ?? 

What aqueſtion?” replied [. © wol 
% you. . . but no: I cannot ſuſpect 
4 confident of Ulric.“ 

4] muſt leave you, I muſt leave you 
<, cried- the ſervant, I muſt haſten to pi 
vent a misfortune.” 
I ſaw him depart, more dead th: 
& alive with fear. What is he going! 
4. do? thought I: © To prevent a misfc 

tune, or to commit a treachery 2 + . Le 


8 
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the is a ſervant of Ulric .. . . No: he 
cannot be a traitor. Is he not the ſole 
onfident of our loves? the ſole meſſenger 
of our ſecrets? Have I ever remarked 
n him a ſuſpicious action? 

«| walked backwards and forwards in 
ny chamber in agitation inconceivable. 
Now I ran to the window, then to the 


Where can he ſay?” ſaid J. Did 
here in a moment? 


ting in my chamber alone, without 
loht, and giving up myſelf wholly to my 
rief, when ſuddenly the door opened; a 
nan appeared; I ſhould have taken him 
6 Ulric from his figure, which I could 
ſt diſtinguiſh, notwithſtanding the dark- 
ies, and from the palpitation of my 
tart, the moment he entered, had he not, 
nſtead of running to throw himſelf at my 
ket, advanced gently a few ſteps, then 
Cz 


oor, to ſee if Ulric were coming. 
not kis meſſenger ſay, that he would be 


& Evening came, but no Ulric. I was 
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again drawn back, and, leaning ag 

the wall, turned his face from me. 

cee Who are you ?” ſaid I, with a tr 
mulous voice. 

„A figh was the only anſwer Ir 

ceived, 

„ s it not you, Ulric ? added I; anc 

ran to him with open arms. Yes, 
is: that ſigh betrays you.” 

4 Retire, madam, retire: do not tou 
me; my hands are ſtained with blood 

„% © With blood! Alas, Ulric, you 

wounded ! Help! Help! 

No, I am not wounded , but be 
inflicted a wound,” ſaid he, with af 
ous tone. | 

*« © And whom haye you woundec 

aſked I, trembling. Wk 
c Your brother, whom his cruel 
5 delivered into my hands.” 

« My waiting woman, who had he 
* me cry for help, now entered with ali 
10 Ulric and I ſtood facing eachother, ly 
pictures gf the deepeſt deſpair, 


— 
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quntenance ſpoke my feelings: his was 
Fnale and wan, he had a ſword in his 
# hand, and was covered with blood. 

« © My brother !' replied I, after a long 
bflence : my brother! The blood then 
F wich which thy hands are polluted is 
6 Conrad's? Wretch that thou art, what 
has impelled thee to the perpetration of 
% black a deed 2? | 

«+ Alas! dire neceſſity, I am ed 
by a terrible oath 
® © Neceſſity compel thee to aſſaſſinate” 
"my brother! .. .. Oh, villain !“ 
„Ah, why did I encounter him! Why 
did you ſend him to meet me? You 
# knew that 1 ſought to avoid him; did 
got my meſſenger tell you ſo?” | 
“ © Your meſſenger ! Neceſlity ! a ter- 
*nble oath l' cried I, without knowing 
* what I ſaid, and I fell ſenſeleſs into the 
arms of my ſervant. 

When I came to myſelf Ulric was 
"gone, The maid who ſupported me faid, 
* that he had muttered ſome unintelligible 
C3 


If 


t 
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words, and at laſt retired, declaring, th 
he would juſtify himſelf, and I ſhould by 
*« forced to pardon him. 

Pardon him! ... Pardon him thy 
« death of my brother ! 

<« I paſſed the night in the moſt dread 
« ful agitation. The impoſſibility of de 
* yeloping this inextricable labyrinth almyf 
« diſtracted me. Morning brovght ne 
« griefs. A report was ſpread, that Con 
<« rad had been arreſted near his caſtle b 
« the free judges, and conducted to the 
« priſon of Oſnabruck. 

« A cold ſweat bedewed my face, when 
« T heard the fatal news. A terrible 
* myſtery began to unfold itſelf. to my eyes, 
C and the preſſure of my griefs almoſt ren- 
« dered me inſenſible. 

.« Ulric's. fervant, who a few hours after 
& requeſted to be admitted to my preſence, 
converted my conjectures into certainty, 
4 He would not avow, that his maſter was a 
& member of the ſecret tribunal; their oath, 


you know, obliges them to ſecreſy on that 
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head; but the circumſtances he related, 
110 juſtify Ulric, proved it too clearly. 
He owned that his maſter had heard 
at my brother's misfortune, had becn 
greatly affected by it, had ſworn to carry 
e away ſecretly, with or without my 
conſent, and that, reſolved to avoid 
Conrad, and diſplaying the greateſt ap- 


tha 


new pehenfion of meeting him on the road, 
on- be had ſent this ſervant before, in order 
be" to prevent the interview he dreaded. 
the But this deſtiny,” added the ſervant, 
# rendered all theſe precautions vain, by 
hen WM" throwing Conrad in his way. My maſter. 
ble knew him not: but ſeeing a cavalier com- 
ves, WY" ing from the caſtle, he ſuſpected it to be 
en- pour brother, and deemed it not incom- 
* patible with his duty to turn back, and 
fter “ thus avoid the ſad neceſſity. of attacking. 
ce, “ him. He hid himſelf in the wood, let 
ty, Conrad paſs, and then reſumed his way, 
1 1 hoping to arrive quietly at the caſtle, 
th, “ ven another perſon appeared, with whom 
a be was alſo unacquainted, but who ſoon 
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«made himſelf known in a manner, tha 
* threw Ulric into the greateſt conſtern; 
tion. Hewhiſpered in his ear the com 
miſſion with which he, was charged; de 
*« claring at the ſame time, that, alone, he 
« was too weak to execute it, and therefore 
claimed his aſſiſtance. My male 
« ſtarted ſome difficulties; when the 
te ſtranger uttered certain words that com 
t pelled him to follow. They went toge 
„ ther, and found your brother and ane 
* ther knight repoſing under a tree. This 
« knight ſeems. to have been led there by 
< chance, and probably knew not with 
« whom he was in company; yet he thought 
se himſelf obliged in honour to take the 
«© part of a man attacked by two at once.— 
« They fought ; my maſter and his com. 
& rade were victors; your brother's ſecond 
« was put to flight, and himſelf, after be- 
e ing ſeverely wounded, was made priloner, 
« and conveyed to Oſnabruck. 
„ Ultic, as his domeſtic aſſured me, 
« behaved nobly in the combat. He te- 


„ 
E 


OF UNNA, 23 
$fſed to aſſiſt in conducting Conrad ER 


$ priſon, and haſtened to me, to confeſs- 
dhe crime he had been obliged to commit, 


om 
dend implore my pardon. I anſwered, I 
be bad no pardon to grant him, he might 


poſſibly have acted agreeably to his cruer 
k Cuty, but it was no longer permitted me 
o think of a man through whom my 
i brother was about to die an infamous 
death: I had vowed beſides never to be 
de wife of one of his perſecutors, and.. 
Swe were ſeparated for ever, I deſired 
# the ſervant to impart this to his maſters. - 
« Ulric came to me, to convince me of 
is innocence, Our interview was pain- 
# ful. Love and duty aſſailed me by turns 
but duty conquered, and Ulric was for 
erer baniſhed from my ſight. 5 
I ſhall paſs over the regret I, perhaps, 
# afterwards felt, reſpecting the conduct 1. 
* kad purſued on this occaſion, particularly 
" when my brother had eſcaped from pri- 
ſon, and a more perfect acquaintance” 
wich the terrible oath, which-obliged U. 
C5 
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* ric and his comrades to commit ſuck 
acts of ſavage barbarity, had taught my 
< to excuſe him. 
Before the period arrived, when 1 

* might have indulged ſuch regret, I was 
« become the wife of Bernard, and Ulric 
the hufband' of Catherine. Theſe double 
ties forbad us ever to think of each other, 
and nothing was left for us but to forget 
the paſt. 
% Having reeited theſe circumſtances, [ 
< need not tell you, that your ſituation re- 

4 called moſt painfully to my mind theſe 
4 early events of my life; and that I had 
ſufficient reaſon to warn you not to con- 
% tract an intimacy with Ulric. I knew 
* him: I was aware of the rigour of his 
duty; and 1 could not but fear, what 
„ has ſince happened, a repetition of my 
* brother's cataſtrophe.” 
«© Thanks, thanks to that fate,” cried 
Herman, preſſing the hand of Alicia to 
his heart, which has made you my ſiſter- 
«in-law, and has willed, that, though I vis 


3 
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8 deaf to your counſel, J ſhould ſtill owe 
«my life to you.“ 

«Poor young man,” replied ſhe, « how 
dd wifh, that my fears, my terrors, on 
jour account, might be the means of 
t paring; you the ſmalleſt of your ſuffer-- 
Sings! Meanwhile, I too ought to thank: 
„Heaven for having given me a brother 
ce you, and that I have atleaſt found 
in my hoſband's family one man whom 
Jean really eſteem . . . independently 
of him, to whom my reſpect and attach 
ment are due.“ | 
Theſe laſt words did not eſcape Herman. 


fire a mind ſuch as her's. He could not, 


lis wife I 


"Were in a bad ſtate. Such of his poſſeſ- 
bons as were entailed; were veſted in the 
6 


le perceived that Alicia's attention to her 
uldand were founded ſolely on a ſenti- 
dent of duty, attachment, and the gratitude 
ich which bis tenderneſs muſt naturally 


herefore, avoid aſking how ſhe had become 
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hands of truſtees, and a guardian was 
* appointed me. This guardian was your 
<©- brother. You may gueſs the reſt. He 
took a liking to me, and aſked my hand. 
I was poor, forlorn, ſeparated from m 
„ Jover, and... . I married him, 
„Nothing has diſturbed our union,— 
. Gratitude has ſupplied the place of love 
in my heart; and my huſband's ſenti- 
ments for me have been powerfully ſup- 
“ported by the vanity of having become 
the protector of an unfortunate orphan; 
* and by the univerſal applauſe beſtowec 
% on his choice. I have been happy 
« enough to conceal from him, and fro 
all the world, my firſt attachment, and 
to prevent any miſunderſtanding be 
tween him and my former lover. M 
&© conduct has been ſuch, that I have neve 
received from your brother the ſmallell 
« reproach. Soon after my marriage 
« Ylric became my brother-in-law : hoy 
6 diſtreſſing therefore We it have been 
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id I given cauſe for ſuſpicion, or 
diſtruſt!“ 8 
« But there is one circumſtance, that is 
| ill a myſtery,” ſaid Herman. How 
gas it poſſible for Ulric ſo ſoon to conſole 
himſelf ? and how, after having loft an 
_$ \licia, could he wed a Catherine?“ 
With that J am little acquainted,” an- 
l ſpered Alicia: “ yet, I will tell you 
bat I know, and what are my conjec- 
i tures. Catherine of Unna, having an in- 
& ſuperable averſion to the life of a eloiſter 
o which ſhe was deſtined, imagined that 
« the ſureſt way of eſcaping her impend- 
ing fate would be to have recourſe to the 
andi enemy of ber family, the old count of 
Una. This protector of the oppreſſed 


ar 


le 


ere ber ill-uſed, that ſhe had ſufficient rea- 
nei ſon to complain, and promiſed to find 
age her a huſband, It was at his houſe, ſhe 
hon 


became acquainted with Mr. de Senden. 


Neuß At that time the features of Catherine 


ere more agreeable than at preſent ;.and- 


U 


" received her with open arms; he thought 
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.6« ſhe had the art of concealing the defect 


c of her mind. 

The heart of Ulric breathed nothing 
& but revenge, for the change that had 
ce taken place in my ſentiments reſpecting 
« him. He probably thought he ſhould 
* give me pain, by marrying my. fiſter-in- 
«. law, and thus became as it were a living 
&« reproach! in my eyes, of what he had 
& termed my inconſtancy. In his marriage 
t“ he unhappily found his own puniſhment; 
« as you may judge from the manner in 
« Which it was effected. The count of 
4 Unna was too warmly attached to Ulric, : 
„ and knew too well the diſpoſition of Ca- 
% therine to diſapprove the match. He 
„ married them, however, at his earneſt 
« entreaty, and then left them to their 
fate. 


CHAPTER. III. 


HERMAN was not perfectly ſatisfied” 
jth the explanation Alicia had given of 
tan particulars in her narrative; but it 
wuld not, he thought, have been decorous 
gealy to have confeſſed it. His firſt dif- 
kulties related to the marriage of Cathe- 


ge 
i; Whine; the next to that part of Alicia's ſtory 
in 'ich reſpected the myſteries of the ſecret 


of MWibunal ; myſteries, that are now become, 
ic, WV many reſpects, unfathomable, and of 


mich the documents that have reached us 
Word but little information. 

Ulric of Senden was a principal object 
[tas reflections. The unhappy adventure 
the oaks had not extinguiſhed in the 
tart of Herman the inclination he had 
previouſly felt for his brother-in-law, —- 
lhough the event had nearly coſt him his- 
Ie, it lowered not Ulrie in his eyes, but 
creaſed-his- eſteem for him. Even bis be- 
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haviour towards Conrad, was, in his opi. 
nion, eaſily juſtified. A man, who had 
the courage to ſacrifice his deareſt inclina- 
tions to his ſuppoſed duty, deſerved, as he 
thought, reſpect and admiration, or at 
leaſt compaſſion. No doubt he judged er- 
roneouſly, or at leaſt extended his maxim 
too far; but he lived in an age that muſt 
have inſpired notions different from ours, 
Alicia, at heart, perhaps, more attached 
to Senden than ſhe had avowed, was little 
qualified to rectify the judgment of Herman 
on this occaſion: ſhe endeavoured, how 
ever, to divert him from his project of con- 
tinuing to ſeek the friendſhip of Ulric, and 
to convince him,. that no intimacy could 
ſubſiſt between them, while the ſentence of 
the ſecret tribunal remained in force. 
c But he loves me.“ ſaid Herman, in- 
terrupting her; * he himſelf declared, at 
ce the dreadful moment, that his heart was 
« irrefiſtibly drawn towards mine 
Can he ſuppoſe that 'he has not already 
& ſufficiently fulfilled his cruel duty by 
1 


OF UNNA 4t 
he blood he had ſhed ; and that he may 
tot henceforward live in friendhip with 
me?“ N 

„Do as you pleaſe,” anſwered Alicia 
jth a figh : * take it not ill of me, how- 
erer, if I never leave you a ſingle mo- 
ment alone; and if when I cannot 
vatch you myſelf, I appoint others to 
f ſupply my place“. 

Herman availed himſelf of the firſt in · 
lncof his perfect recovery, to viſit Ulric. 
y ſparkled in the eyes of Senden, when 
e beheld our young hero cured of his 
wund, though it was ſoon obſcured by a 
ir, He advanced to meet him with open 
ms, as if he would have preſſed him to his 
nom: but, recollecting himſelf, this 
dial reception was exchanged for a cold 
ud formal bow. 

es it then poſfible,” cried Herman, 
o move thy heart in my favour? Have, 
| not been able, though at the price of 
my blood, to purchaſe thy friendſhip ?”* .. 
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Ulric turned afide to conceal his emo: 
tion. © One day, perhaps,” anſwered he, 
preſſing his hand: © one day, perhap 
* . but at preſent it is impoſlible, 

. Bel; eve me, I am more unfortunate tha 

« yourſelf.” 

Alicia, who was preſent, turned the con 
verſation to Herman's adventure nea 
Fritzlar, and he related, in a manner ( 
elear, the falſe appearances which had 
occaſioned him to be accuſed of the mur: 
der of duke Frederic; and the motive: 
which had induced the tribunal of prince 
at Nuremberg to pronounce him inno 
cent, that the leaſt ſuſpicion reſpecting 
him could not remain. Ulric begged him 
not to forget the cauſe of his flight, and 
the buſineſs that had: brought him int 
this part of the world; and, when Herma 
had fully ſatisfied him on this ſubject, Sen 
den fell into a profound reverie, fron 
which the converſation of Alicia and ou 
knight, could with difficulty rouſe him. 

c Herman,” ſaid he, at length, © con 

&. ader, that I am not thy judge, if! 


* 


if ! 
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tyere, heaven knows how favourable 1 
* ſhould perhaps be to thee !” 

Jou muſt, you ſhall be my judge!“ 
ned Herman, and tell me, what you 
think in your heart of my character and 
s ſtuation !“ : 

For God's ſake,” replied Ulric, “ ſpeak 
go more to me of things, reſpecting which 
lam forbidden to be explicit.“ 

Theſe laſt words vexed Alicia, and made 
lerman ſad. They parted from Ulric. 
nard returned from Engelrading; the 
ine for confidential interviews was paſt ;. 
key met only at table. Herman, who felt 
li ſtrength renewed, grew tired of remain- 
We longer at the caſtle. He reflected on 
i buſinefs with the old count of Unna; 
bad been obliged to ſuſpend it but too 
Ws, and he haſtened to depart. 

Madam Unna, advifed him not to in- 
um her huſband that he was going to viſit 
gp of their family; but, as the 

of Marienhagen knew his deſign, 

n na ſecret to Bernard, Every una» 


re Re —wwä——— 22 — 
- 
= 


rine, who had formerly had recourſe to the 


her not. They went ſo far even as to in- 


ran, however, to bid adieu to the good 


haſte to the caſtle of Senden, to embrace 
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ginable means were employed to- induce 
him to renounce his intention. Bernard 
repreſented. to. him the diſgrace it would 
be, to demand ſuccour and protection of 
the count, while he had ſuch a brother 23 
himſelf, Urſula cited the ſtory of Cathe- 


old gentleman, without obtaining any thing 
from him but the hand of a man who loved 


vent numberleſs obſtacles to hinder Her. 
man from executing, his deſign ; but he te- 
mained unſhaken in his reſolution, and dif. 
appointed them all, by departing in the 
night, without taking leave of them, Hz 


nuns of Uberwaſſer, and thence repaired in 


the children of Catherine. 

Ulric, who was perfectly cured, had 
quitted Plettenburg before Herman, The 
latter hoped to find his brother-in-law at 
home, and have a friendly. interview with 
bim; but he was told by Catherine, ay 
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had ſet out on a journey the evening be. 
xe, and that ſhe had reaſon to believe, he 
s gene to the old count of Unna. 
At every inn where he ſtopped, Herman 
fund his ſiſter's ſuppoſition confirmed, 
Viric had regularly preceded him a few 
hours, and when he entered the caſtle of 
Unna, he perceived ſome of Senden's at- 
tendants in the court. | 

At firſt he knew not what to think of 
et · ¶ th: circumſtance : but the ingeniouſneſs of 
tis own mind, ſoon removed his apprehen- 
fons, Ulric might have buſineſs with the 
count of Unna, as well as himſelf ; indeed, 
ths muſt neceſſarily be the caſe, the 
count being the chief of the ſecret tribunal 
in that diſtrict, and Senden one of the free 
judges. 
lu thoſe days it had not yet become 
cuſtomary to dance attendance for days to- 
gether in a great man's anti- chamber, with- 
out obtaining an audience. He who firſt 
urived, was ficſt introduced. Herman, 
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therefore, was no ſooner announced, than 
admitted. He entered, and found Ulric x 
the door. | 

The place rendered any converſation 
between them impoſſible. They embreced, 
indeed, as they paſſed; but this embrace 
| was ſo cold on the part of Senden, that 
Herman was ſtruck with it, and could not 
help ſuſpecting the nature of the motive 
that had brought him to Unna. 

The old count, whoſe locks were white 
as ſnow, but whoſe eyes were animated 
with all the fire of youth, caſt on Herman, 
as he entered, a ſevere and penetrating 
look © Who are you, young man!“ ſaid 
he with ſolemn gravity. 

The venerable aſpe& of the count, and 
the air of dignity imprinted on all his 
features, impelled Herman, as he named 
himſelf, to bow before him more pro- 
foundly than he had been wont to kings 
themſelves, | 

«© What is your bulineſs ?? 

« 'To demand juſtice,” 
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« Raſh youth! For the murder of 
«duke Frederic, to demand juſtice, is to 
s expoſe himſelf to the danger of loſing his 
« head,” 

I am not the murderer of duke Fre- 
6 deric.“ | 
« Prove it.“ 

„My own heart, and this teſtimony of 
the duke of Auſtria, are my proofs,” 

„The firſt, thine heart, I am unable 
«to read; and the ſecond is inſufficient. 
The duke of Auſtria was not preſent 
« when the crime was committed.” 

« God then, whoſe eye was alike open 
* both on the afſaſſin and on me: him I 
call to witneſs,” 

« Appearances are againſt you?“ 

*What equitable judge permits him- 
# ſelf to be determined by appearances !” 
© I ſit not here as your jutlge.” 

« Beſo then, as my friend, as the friend - 
"of innocence oppreſſed.” 

As your relation, if you pleaſe; as a 
"perſon, who wiſhes to ſee you juſtified. 
- But, why ſo dilatory, young man, in 
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having recourſe to me, I perceive an 
irreſolution in your conduct whic 
agrees not with innocence. I have bee 
informed that you came purpoſely to a 
my advice; but that, feeling it too ick 
ſome to wait my return, you thought 
proper to reſort to perſons whom ! hate 
* with whom you had hitherto lived your 
ſelf on bad terms, and with whom yc 
have now, it ſeems, ſuddenly become re 
conciled, Their hatred would have re 
commended you more effectually than 
their friendſhip ; they are a curſed race 
from which there has not ſprung a ſingle 
individual, worthy of eſteem, tor two ge: 
nerations .“ 
« My lord, they are my brothers anc 
* ſiſters.” 3 
6 Yes, unfortunately; but for that 
you would be more welcome to me.“ 
Can the count of Unna, the chief ol 
it the firſt tribunal in the world, givt 
judgment ſo partially? Beſides, there at 
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in my family an Agnes and a Petronilla, 
n Alicia of Langen, and an Ulrie of Sen- 
den.“ 


enter not into the account; and as to Ul- 
ic of Senden Tens. | 
«Upon my honout,” ſaid Herman, in- 
mopting him, and lifting his hands to 
een, 1 believe him to be the nobleſt 
of human beings.” 

„What, he whoſe murderous ford had 
# nearly deprived you of life!“ 

He did his duty . . . . No doubt, I 
m hated by him; perhaps even pur— 
ſued by him hither. Yet I cannot but 
# love him.“ 7 | 
The count was ſilent, caſt down his eyes, 
appeared deeply abſorbed in t thought. 
Les,“ replied he, © after a long interval, 
Une bas been with me; be has ſaid a 
ei erat deal concerning you, and has oc- 
cloned no ſmall alteration in the recep- 


ton] ſhould have given you. 1 You 
Var, III. NI | 


« Leave the women to themſelves ; they 
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« may withdraw: when I have need of vc 
“ preſence J will ſend for you.” 
Herman retired, his heart filled with 
thouſand different ſenſations. 
© Beware, however, of flying,” cried thi 
count of Unna, as he went out: « you 

& purſuers are every where.” 
„Flying!“ replied Herman with a tony 
of contempt : © innocence cannot fly,” 
Thus ended an audience, from which { 
much had been expected, and on which thi 
duke of Auſtria had built every hope fo 
his favourite. In the count, Herma 
deſcried nothing but the haughty relatio 
the prejudiced judge, whoſe good diſpof 
tion towards him, he ſuſpected, had bee 
poiſoned, by perfidious manceuvres. 
He bas ſaid a great deal concernity 
« e #. he has occaſioned no ſmall chang 
« in my reception!“ ſaid Herman to hi 
ſelf. * Ah! Ulric, Ulric! I could pa 
- «© don thee the ſhedding: my blood, b 
e theſe falſe imputations againſt me, t0 
* man; on whom I placed all my hope 


No: this I cannot pardon .. . . Thy 
« duty may require thee to deprive me of 
6 life; but what laws could oblige thee to 
ander me? 
lu the evening, Herman was feat for by 
de count of Unna. ä 
« You, no doubt, know what you ought 
to think of Senden,“ ſaid the count. | 
« Hitherto I did not Know: : I have now 
4 learnt.” 75 
Jou muſt ſpeak to me ingenuouſly; 
i explain yourſelf therefore; . . . Do you 
think he has compktely unn duty 
# towards you?“ 
know not preciſely of what nature 
ite the duties which he and his colleagues 
re bound to tulfil. 
rnit © Relate to me circumſtantially what 


hang paſſed between you in the foreſt, Tell 
bia me on what terms you lived together be- 
pa fore, and how he has treated you ſince, 


* You have no reaſon to ſpare him: he did 
" not ſpare you.“ 
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Herman related the ſtory as defired, < 
The count ſhook his head. This is hor. 
* rible,” ſaid he: © and he did not warn 
you of the danger that threatened you?! 
* Did not give you the leaſt hint to induce 
< you to avoid him?“ 
He could not warn me, I imagine, 

e without breaking the oath OY which he is 
bound.“ 

, i be 150 you, if he pitied 
« you, as you then imagined, it ſeems tc 
me he oughtto have cautioned you.“ 
„ conſidered his action as the greateſt 
« ſacrifice he could make to his ſevere, his 
ec cruel duty. I thought in reality that he 
« loved me, and that it was with painful 
« reluctance he plunged his poi-ard inte 
« my boſom: yet, now that he has beer 
4 capable of calumniating me, that he ha 
“ ſought to alienate fro.n me the heart 
« my reſpected relation! . 

4 This is forrign to tis a One 
-" queſtion more. It is ſaid you were bot 
wounded . . . . They were probably thoſe 


agreement. People are at hand, ready 
„ ſtationed to affiſt the - wounded; the 
« xounds are bound up; and the parties 
# imagine they have fulftiled all that ho- 
pour pre ſeribes to them.“ 

Herman began again the recital of his 
rnible adventure. He deſcribed Ulric's 
revious ſelf- conflict in the moſt affecting 
manner, and the violence he ſeemed to 
we done himſelf, in drenching his ſword 
n his brother's blood; and he finiſhed with 


Large as this is,“ added he, Sender 
& pared himſelf ſtfll leſs; he ſeemed de- 
+ frous of reaching the grave before him 
* wiom he conceived himſelf obliged to 
„end thither,. that he might not witneſs 
bis laſt moments, His life long held by 
* a ingle thread, when mine was already 
out of danger.“ 


d bis own hand, not by your's ?” 
D 3 


« fight ſort of wounds, made by mutuat 


keving the ſcar that remained in his ſide: 


His wound, then, was actually inflicted 
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« By mine! could I poſſibly have life! 
* my hand againſt my dear Ulric!” 

This is too horrible!“ exclaimed tht 
count, claſping his hands together: & 
« fratricide, and a ſuicide! Behold the ter 
4 rible conſequences of a juſtice which it 
« {aid to be the ſemblance of that of hez 
% ven! . . Wretched mortals! when will 
* ye ſhake off theſe cruel chains? . 
„ Herman, my ſon, my dear ſon! ..., 
5 Ulric of Senden, my friend, the un 
de happy victim of thy duty !.. . Embrace 
« each other! your differences are * evet 
« at an end!“ 
As he ſaid aheſe words, the count openec 
a door, that was by his fide. Ulrie ruſhec 
forward, and cloſely folded Herman in hi 
arms My brother! my friend!“ cried 
ne: „ Ar length 1 can give utterance if 


« of thee.” 
Herman ftood 8 if petrified He com 
prehentfed nothing of what he ſaw, or wha 


heard, and was undetermined whether he 
þuld return the careſſes he received froni 
_— | * : . : 
« Youngg man,” reſumed the count, © you 


ter ve ignorant of what has been going for- 
h I wird here to-day, ' You do not ſuſpect, 
hes perhaps; that you and your friend have 


*The life of one, and my good opinion of 
| the other, were at ſtake: but your de- 
position Has ſaved both. Ulric of Sen- 
den, ho had already been aecuſed of not 


m inſtrument of ſecret vengeance, in the 


ened fair of Conrad of Langen, was charged 
ec vich having failed in it a ſecond time wich 
n hi fegard to you. It was faid, that he had 


* &fend yourſelf; that he had wounded 


for the ſame reaſon, been wounded him- 
elf. Such faults, alas! to which hu- 
* manity ought to give another name, are 
* puniſhed. by us with death. The con- 
D 4 


been pur to a moſt dangerous proof. 
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6 duct of Ulric gave a plauſible face to the 
65 accuſation. He aroſe, and conteſted j 
& the ſecret tribunal the ſentence that had 
<« been. paſſed on you ; he defended your 
© innocence, and even demanded leave te 
c reſign his place, to be diveſted of the (ad 
10 dignity of executioner of the divire ven 
4e geance, that he might live with you ir 
« brotherly amity. Upon this he was con 
% demned. For my part, I trembled at 
the injuſtice committed under the ſacred 
© name of our tribunal. I infiſted on an 
te inveſtigation of the affair. Your arrival 
c afforded me a favourable opportunity 0 
e diſcovering the truth. Some words 
„e that I let fall gave you reaſon. to ſuppole 
* that Ulric had ſlandered you to me. The 
ce diſpleaſure this excited in your mind, re- 
4 moves every. ſuſpicion. of your partiality 
© in his favour, You anſwered my ſtudied 
40 „ queſtions without preparation; and your 
<« anſwers agree with his. Thus Ulric i 
“ juſtifed; and Herman, as a reward 107 
& bis. ingenuouſneſs, obtains the liberty of 


1 
1 


— 


being in 3 the friend of his brother- 
law, without any apprehenſion, as the- 
i efigoation of the latter will be accepted 
 xithout difficulty.“ | 

« And wil! not Herman, too, be juſti- 
fed ?” ſaid Ulric, who held the hand of- 
þ: young knight i in his own. 

„ T ardently with it: but, alas! what 1 


though- demonſtration in my eyes, is not. 
ſo in thoſe of others; and he muſt be- 


b poſſible things that at preſent can ſcarcely 
de expected. One important circum- 


ou, my dear Ulric :: it is, that befide- 
Kunzman,. who, at his death, declared 
Herman an accomplice in his crime, two: 
ver three others engaged in the murder of 


io be neglected when judgment was given! 
D 5. 


have learnt from you reſpecting bim, 
take himſelf. to flight. Time renders. 
* lance, however, I have diſcovered from: 
* duke Frederic were ſcen, who, perhaps 
# defignedly, have not been ſought after 


* with ſufficient diligence. God knows how 
" an enquiry into this important point came 
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1 But vengeance will overtäke thoſe 
8 villains, and their depoſitions will con- 
ct firm or contradick that of Kunzman, and 
« ſhow where lies the truth.” 
& They will be found to contradict it, 
cried Herman, or I am not worthy of 
"00 being related to the noble count of Un 
© 
I truſt that you are worthy of it, 
* You ſhall be my relation, nay, my ſon, 
«if time juſtify you in the eyes of the 
* world, as you are on juſtified. in 
6 mine. 


CHAPTER IV. 


THE two friends-quitted the count, to 
moy their happineſs 1 in retirement. £ 
Thou wert my defender to the cout, 
# then; and not my accuſer !” ſaid Hes: 
yan, as ſoon as he had a little recovered 
m his ſurpriſe. 5 | 

„Could the generous Herman ſuſpe& 
his Ulric of treachery. ?” 

From this moment then, I may call. 
s thee my brother, my friend. Thou wilt 
no longer perſecute oppreſſed 1 innocence; 
* thou wilt no longer ſhut thy ears. to the | 
poice of truth,” 

«Did I ever ſhut them to it ?* No: the 
"truth and thy innocence ſtood confeſſed: 
*to my ſight. Thus a mortal terror ſeized 
me, when I ſaw- thee adorned with every 
* manly grace, aſking my friendſhip, con- 
"ding in my honour with all thy native 
* frankneſs,. while, on the other hand, 


HERMAN 


voice within me whiſpered : the judge 
& have condemned, and thou muſt kj 
« him. Inceſſantly was T purſued by thing 
, image, now pale and bloody, then ſmilinę 
ce and begging mercy of me ... .. My heart 
« was oppreſſed, my. reafon wavered: ! 
ce thouſand times was 1 tempted to kill my 
6. ſelf alone; but I was compelled to act a 
1 did, —Let us, however, forget what i 
4 paſt; the chains are broken; thou haſt 
40 pardoned me. and we are friends fo 
45 ever.“ 
The joy felt by "I at having 
gained a place in ſo noble a heart, increaſed 
as Ulric ſpoke; but his friend became filent 
all at once and thoughtful. 
Leave me,” ſaid he at length: © 1 for 
« got that, till night, till the free judges 
* meet, I ſhall. not be releaſed from m 
* oath ;, and that, in the mean time, 0 
* fituation remains as before.” 
Herman ſmiled at the extreme exact 
neſs of his brother-in-law, and left him, ! 
order to prepare for his journey, which th 


ant had ſo ſtrongly. recommended to him 
phaſten, and which was no other wiſe diſa- 

geeable than as it bore the odious appella. 

ion f flight. ; 


What paſſed in the ſecret tribunal with 
xpect to Ulric of Senden, in what manner 


e was diſmiſſed from that great and myſte- 


nous ſociety®, Which had extended its em- 
jire over half Europe, and how he was di- 


uking a part in its tranſactions for the ſu- 
ure, remained concegled from Herman :: 


and when afterwards, in their confidential. 
moments, he put ſome queſtions on the 


ſubje&t to Ulric, Ulric ſooked at him with. 
dipleaſure,, and impoſed filence on him. 


* The ſecrecy maintained in the ſociety. of the in- 


the emperor himſelf knew not what paſſed in that for- 
nilable court of. judicature. It was not. even per- 


laes,, he was anſwered by a ſimple yes, or no. 
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reſted both of the will and the power of 


fllibles, ſays Mocſer, went ſo far, that not only was: 
the public ignorant of the cauſe of the deathiof a per- 
bn executed by order of the ſecret-tribunal, but even 
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mitted him to aſk the names of thoſe who were con- 
dmned by it; except that, if he mentioned any, 
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The next day Herman found his friend 
finitely more amiable. His behaviour 
was ſree and open; his air gay and jocund; 
and, if nothing were ſaid eſpecting the ſo 
ciety he had the preceding night abjured 
there ſeemed no fecret in his heart which 
he was not rc ady- t diſcloſe. 

Hie ſpoke without reſerve, not only o 
the love which he had felt for the charming 
Alicia, and which, alas ! was not yet totally 
extinguiſhed, but alſo of his fingular mars 
riage with Catherine. His adventures with 
the latter he recited in a. manner too exten- 
five to find a place here. Suffice it to ſay, 
that Catherine employed all poſſible means 
to obtain his love, and to eradicate from 
his heart the image of his former miſtreſs, 
of whoſe name ſhe was ignorant. Vexa- 
tion, and 4 wiſh perhaps to avenge him- 
felf of the inexorable Alicia,. had ſeconded 
her endeavours, and by. ſolicitations and 
ſeeret intrigues, all other obſtacles were ts 
moved. | 
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u thoſe days there was no confi derable- 
bnily, in Which were not to be found one 
more monks, who, under the title of 
taſeſſors, meddled in- all its affairs, a- 
ponglt v which, ill-ſuited and unhappy mar- 
jages were not the leaſt important. Hence, 


nd 
OUR 
1d 8 


uk in heaven for the monks always ſpoke 
p the name of the Lord, whenever, to- 
te their own ends, they thought proper 
beffe&t a union of this kind. Their ad- 
eſs was far ſuperior to that of our modern 
natch- makers: and the perſons whom it 


„ed theſe adepts to unite by indiſſoluble 
* bonds, could not eſcape their fate, whatever 
ic ve tbe inconveniencies of the alliance, 
* 0n this occaſion, father Boniface, Cathe- 


nes confeſſor, exerted his abilities; ſhe 
100 came madam Senden; and the reſt was 
by ft to Providence. 

The count of Unna, during the twelve- 
month that Catherine ſpent with him, had 
More than one occaſion of obſerving her 
ults, His acquaintance with her diſpoſi- 


v doubt, came the proverb: viarria es are 
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tion confirmed him in the opinion he had 
been accuſtomed to form of her family in. 
general, and he conſented to her marriage 
with the worthy U!ric with, regret. Reader, 
thou canſt form no conception of the au- 
thority, which, in thoſe unhappy times, 
monks exerciſed over the beſt diſpoſed] 
minds. 5 
The count of Unna may with N be 
ranked among the moſt enlightened men of 
his age. We. have heard his ſentiments of 
the ſcerer tribunal, which agree better with 
theſe times of genera]. illumination, than 
with the ignorance of his own, Yet was he 
ſufficiently ſuſceꝑ ible of weak neſſes and 
ꝑrejudiccs. Of. chis his invipcible hatred 
towards the family of Uana, his couſins, is 
a proof. His obſtinacy on this head was ſo 
great, that all Herman could ſay in favour: 
of them was taken ill, and, had he perſiſted 
in defending them, he would have riſked WF 
_ ſharing the enmity, of the count. Ultie 
was ſo convinced of this, that he thought 
Proper to warn him in private to deſiſt. WW 
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« You are not aware,” ſaid he, one day, 
bow dear the good underſtanding, that 
þ pears. to reign between you and your 
family, had like to have coſt. you.— 
vt was true, that I made your uncle 
change his reſolution with regard to the 
reception. he intended you; but in a 


derſtood it. Fhe count, who, without 
knowing you, had always loved you, be- 
| cavſe you were on bad terms with his 
| couſins, whom he deteſted, fell into an 
extreme rage, when he heard that you 
had gone to viſit them before you had 


nd waited upon him, and that they were re- 
red conciled to you, and had treated you with 
is kindneſs, I had great difficulty to remove 
5 ſo the prejudice he had, on this account, 


# conceived againſt you: and to prevent 
bis ſending you away, as. was his. deter- 
* mination, without ſeeing you.“ 


hel obligations he lay under to Ulric: but 
e ſighed to think, that the beſt. characters 


my the reverſe of that in which you un- 


Herman learnt from this diſcourſe the 
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ul their faults, and conceived, that, in the 
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end, he ſnhould find it difficult to accomme 
date himſelf to the littleneſſes of his uncle 
which made him look forward with a ſor 
of pleaſure to the day of his departure, 
The chevalier had expreſſed a defire t 
repair ty Venice, to join the knights of th 
Teutonic Order, who were then making 

campaiga againſt the Turks; and the ol 
count had oppoſed it only fron: the fe; 
that he would there-meet and form un inti 
macy with his brother John. Hermaif 
knew that his brother, who was ſpoken e 
as an amiable young man, had entered int 
that order; and he eould not avoid owninf 
to himſelf, that the defire of meeting bin 
was his principal motive for wiſhing to ſe 
Venice; but the prudvnt Ulric adviſed hi 
not to diſcloſe this motive to the count; and 
by obſerving this: precaution, he at. lengt 
obtained his unele*s conſent ;. and was pre 
ſented by him with an equipage more ſplen 
did perhaps than any lord of Unna had ev: 
polilefied, x 
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CHAPTER V. 
WELL diſpoſed as was the count of 


Fa towards his nephew, his office oblig- 
ag dim to act with ſecrecy, Herman, as yet, 
o Wc baviog obtained a repeal of the ſen- 


nice pronounced againſt him by the ſecret 
tbunal, The ſword of the invifibles till 

mained ſuſpended over his head, and cir- 

unſtances might occur, in which. his uncle, 

jth all his power, would be unable to ſuc- 

pur him. 

Both the count and Ulric muſt have 

ken aware of theſe dangers, for the pre- 

pions, for our hero's departure were 


an ed with. the utmoſt ſpeed, and Senden 
agi ald wich difficulty conſent to ſuffer him 
pre v depart alone. 


Herman reminded him of his childten, 
No, during his abſence, would be left to 
te ſole care of a mother, little qualified 
Þ have the charge of their education; and 
led to him, that, being alone, his flight 
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would be more eaſily accompliſhed. Un 
yielded to theſe argumen's, embraced h 
friend, and took Jeave. The -quipage a 
attendants given him by his uncle, bad, f. 
the greater ſafety, been ſent before 10 
Place of their deſtination. 

Hitherto Herman had not ren accu 
tomed to flight; and, forgett in that h 
journey was in reality of tat de <ription 
he travelled with as much eonficcnce 4s f 
he had nothing to fear. His ſole precautie 
was to chooſe a diſguiſe, by means of whic 
he might appear, without being known | 
the midſt of his purſuers, and take t 
road diftated by his heart. | 

What this road was, may be eaſily gue 
fed. Love and friendſhip called him t 
Nuremberg, where he knew duke Albet 
ſtill reſided; and where he conjectured Id 
might alſo be. He was ignorant of wh 
had happened to the princeſs ſince his de 
parture; he was ignorant, that the ſtef 
me had taken to ſave him, that the auda 
city with which ſhe had ventured to pry 
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wy the ſecrets of the terrible unknown 

ors, had been attended with the moſt 

wancholy conſequences to her and her 
uber; and had ſoon conſtrained: her to fly, 

onder to eſcape the vengeance of her 

mies. | 

Herman was well acquainted with all 


. Wh viodings of duke Albert's houſe. 
non e firſt thing he did, therefore, on en- 
25 Ming a city where he hoped to find all 


it was moſt dear to him, was to repair 
bthe duke's, and make his appearance, 
Wen leaſt expected, and before his gen- 
men in waiting, a ſpecies of animals. 
numerous then than now, WE to 
mounce him. 

n e diſguiſe of Herman ad- not * 
mooſe on his friend. Soon he folded him 
@ his arms, exclaiming, ** He«-man ) my 
# dear, my unhappy Herman! FP En 
„Why unhapyy? Am I not with my 
prince? Shall I nut ſee my Ica; or at 
aſt hear neus of ber ? Are not my 


— 


{proſpects brightening? . . Ab, imy 
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<« Jord! how much am I indebted to yo 
for ſending me to wy reſpe&able r<latio 
What has he net done for me F What he 
c he not promiſed me hereafter! That 
% ſhall become his ſon, if my innocence 
be which he confiders as already proved 
1 be publicly acknowledged. What flat 
« tering hopes tor my love!. . 
you think the count of Wirtemberg wi 
1 refuſe his daughter to the ſon of his 0 
% friend, the count of Unna 
„Oh Herman! joy and hope mille; 
e thee. Thy imagination tranſports itle 
* to future ſcenes, and thou perceiveſt n 
the abyſs that yawns at thy feet.“ 

« The abyſs I.. Ah! I underſtan 
* you. You mean to ſay, that I am nc 
in ſafety, that I muſt not remain here 
vs. But one day only, my dear prince, 0 
* ſingle day, to relate to you my feli 
bo Eb ora . and . if it b 

poſſtble, to ſee lde. 

„Ida! .. » . Where is ſhe? . 
* Do you then know? .. Alt 
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uus been obliged to fly. I gave her ſome 
at my people to eſcort her, and to-day I 
hear, that ſh- parted from them, and 
$ they arrived at Ritiſhog without her. — 
4 Ah! perhaps the is now in the hands of 
ber enemies ! . . . . Perhaps ſhe is no 


Ved 
gau nere! . . . Oh! Herman, Herman! 
Dat ſhall we do to ſave her, if to ſave 


her it be not already too late?“ 

The duke's anxicty was ſcarcely ſhort 
# the deſpair. which ſeized Herman on 
is hearing ſo unexpectedly this _ 
KS, 

When, however, they - were a little 
alm, it was reſolved, that Herman ſhould 
gnediately repair to Ratiſbon, there to 


n nelle further information, and act as 
her dcumſtances ſhould: dictate. Duke Al 
on briefly related what Ida and her fa- 
feli der had ſuffered during his abſerice, and 
it bien youth eons nnn with * 


dition, 


The report. of the tan In the cavaliers, 
Vo were to have eſcorted Ida to Hungary, 


mall here inſert part of the relation given 
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was confirmed, and Herman ſoon learnt 
motive that detained them at Ratiſbon. 
He heard, too, what prevented them fro 
returning to give an account themſelves 
what had happened to them, and to th 
princeſs entruſted to their charge. Tha 
the reader may be duly informed of it, y 


Herman by the commander of the pary, 
The princeſs,” ſaid he, © whom x 
4 were directed to eſcort, is, in ſome me; 
* ſure, the occaſion of her own misfortung 
She did not think proper to take the roa 
« which we had been directed to purſue 
and things turned out as they generally d 
« when women pretend to be wiſer tha 
< their adviſers. When we arrived ont 
at frontiers of Auſtria, we learnt that Wi 
« ceſlaus had eſcaped from priſon, and tha 
«6 the Bohemians appeared deſirous of rei 
* ſtating him.on the throne. Farther re 
« ports confirmed this intelligence. It va 
« ſaid, that.Winceſlaus and his wife had a 
ready mads their entry into Prague, anc 


mn. 


= 


« had received anew the oaths of their ſab. 
# jets, and that this happy event was cele- 
& brated throughaut the country with joy 
and feaſting. You know the invincible 
s attraction fcenes of this nature have for 
« women. The princeſs inſtantly altered 
the whole plan of our journey; and old 
# Cunegunda, who attended her,confirmed 
# her in her whim. They would not liſten 
to our entreaties, and we took with them 
# the road to Prague“ 

Herman was at no loſs to imagine, that 
das not the defire of pleaſure, but that of 
being her parents by adoption, and her 
er Sophia, thar had attracted Ida to the 
twital of Bohemia. The narrator conti- 
r 

We arrived at Prague. The princefs 
ved retired, and it was eaſy for us to 
witch over her ſafety, At firſt, ſhe ſel- 
dom went out of her houſe, which was 
that of an humble citizen. She did not 


20 to court, but contented herſelf With 
Vol, III. = = 
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* informing the queen of her arrival, b 
«© whom ſhe. was viſited. We ſoon per 
e ceived, that the riotous feſtivity of th 
6 place, had leſs attraction for her than th 
6“ friendſhip of the empreſs. Ida and 
« Sophia frequently went out together t 
© the new church of Saint Matthias, or th 
«© convent of Bethlehem.“ Sophia's mi 
te fortunes appear to have rendered her de 
« vout, and our princeſs willingly followe( 
© her example. Their religious practices 
4 however, could not have been perfect 
6c conformable to the true faith, for the 
c excited the attention of the archbiſho 
« Subinko, and we had reaſon to beliey 
ce that ſnares were laid by the prieſts forth 
ce princeſs of Wirtemberg, whom they bg 
& gan to conſider as the ſeductreſs of th 
„ queen. All our caution could not preve 
cc her from falling into the hands of he 
cc perſecutors, one day when ſhe accomps 
* The church of St. Matthias, or St. Matthes 


bore alſo the name of Bethlehem: there remained fe 
traces of any convent of that name. 
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ined Sophia in one of her uſual walks, 
during which we were forbidden to at- 
tend her. The pains we have fince taken, 
diſcover the place where ſhe is confin- 

ed, have been uſeleſs. Three days after 
the event happened, I was ſent for by the 
queen: © Conſole yourſelf,” ſaid ſhe to me, 
and read with attention, this letter Ihave 
jſt received. Preſerve it carefully; it 
vill put you in mind of what your miſ- 
neſs requires of you.“ | 

At theſe words, the captain took from 
Ispocket a letter, which Herman perceivd 
$ written by the hand of Ida. He kiſſed 
Land read as follows: 

„Have no apprehenſions, my auguſt 
brereign, for your Ida; ſhe is out of 
anger. The only misfortune that has 
happened to me is, the being conveyed 
"to a convent in Hungary: but my ſafety, 
ud the intereſts of duke Albert, required 
me to viſit that country, and my per- 


ſectitors are themſelves obliged t to aſſiſt 
MY 3 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


„ ſhall we meet again 2” 
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</4Miny had before called me. 
I pray you to Gifmifs my eſcort, an. 
ec direct them to repair with ſpeed to Ratif 
6 bon. I have juſt learnt, by fingular ad 
s cident, that one of the perſons moſt dea 
£ to me in the World, is in a'fituation to ſe 
6C quire aſſiſtance. It 15, perhaps, my fa 
% ther. It may be Herman .. .. Tt is ne 
< ceflary that the cavaliers remain ſom 
4 days in the city I have mentioned, an- 
<< endeavour; by ſtrict inquiry, to diſcove 
4e what I can only hint to you obſcurely. 
«© O Sophia! Sophia! When and wher 


„ And what have you done,” ſaid Het 
an eagerly, „in obedience to the pri 
* ceſs's-oxders 2” 

- Nothing,” . ſaid the captain with 
ſmile, & but wait here for the event at 
* nounced, which, no doubt, muſt preſet 
i tſelf; bar we have not pepetrationenoug 


to inquire after ings of which we ba! 
« no idea,” 
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The: love of knights for their miſtreſſes 
5, in thoſe days, of ſo exalted a nature 

wt they conſidered the leaſt indications of 
tir will as laws. A pretended dream of 

lovely Ida, had formerly, as we baveſeen, 

ficient power over Herman, whoſe motto 
ws, iaocence never flies, to induce him to 

ie from his enemies. Remembering this, 
w we be ſurpriſed, that the mylterious- 
wds contained in her letter, ſhould put in 
ion, all che facuyliics of his mind, to diſ- 
wer and execute her beheſt, His pre- 
ace rouſed the: neghgent cavaliers into 

firity ; and, before the day was at an end, 
be prophecy, or preſentimeat, of the prin- 
of Wirtemberg, who bad pointed our 
huiſbon as the place where one of ber 
elt friends wes ſuffering, was verified, in 
ich r ame manner as the dream, which had 
t a ounded the condemnation of Herman” 
reſel the ſecret tribunal, 

novel das father had quitted Nuremberg, as” 
bal bave ſeen, to conceal himſelf a while, and 

le refuge in Italy. He did not ſufficiently 
E 3 


pri 


78 HERMAN 


diveſt bimſelf of the appearance of rank} $ 
and his ſecret enemies were too numero, 
for him to arrive, without danger, at th 
place he had choſen for his retreat. 

It was not improbable, that, had he rel | 
mained longer at Nuremberg, he would 
have been elected emperor in preference tg 
all his competitors. To theſe, therefore 
it was of importance, not only to crivl 
him from thence, but to prevent his re I 
turn, till the choice had fallen on ſomt : 
other prince. The name of the competi f 
tor, who was moſt active in this buſineſsg 
has never tranſpited; but certain it is, tha 
the ſcheme ſucceeded ; count Everard had 
been attacked on his route and was actual 
a priſoner at Ratiſbon. 

The imperial cities, having long bee 
the declared enemies of the count of Wir 
temberg, readily ſeconded the ill- deſigns ol 
his enemies. Each, on this occaſion 
wauld have wiſhed to * acted the prin 
cipal part; and the proud citizens of Ratiſ 
bon rejoiced, that fortune had ſo favoured 


— 2 


em, as to place in their hands their an- 
ot and moſt inveterate enemy. The 
ent was the more pleaſing to them, as it 
ſure to deprive him of all hopes of the 
aperial crown. 
The people of Ratiſbon confided. ſo 
auch in their own ſtrength, and the power- 
vl aſſiſtance promiſed them, that they 
mde no ſecret of his captivity, We will 
n venture to decide, whether, when the 
night of fidelity heard of the misfortune 
the count, it afforded bim greater pain 
npleaſure ; but his deliverance appeared 
bhim a matter as certain as that he was 
mpriſoned ; and what a delightful idea, to 
tore to liberty the father of Ida! 
As fortune appears ſometimes to have 
tpoſed a female to the danger of periſhing 
by fire, or by water, merely to afford her 
brer an opportunity of ſaving her, and of 
bus obtaining her aſſent to his happineſs ; 
might it not, in like manner, have per- 
nitted the captivity of a rigid father, that, 
covering his liberty by means of the lover 
| E 4 
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of his daughter, his gratitude might ſoften 
him, and determine him in favour of his 
deliverer. This, at leaſt, Herman believed 
as firmly as the gofpel. He accordingly in- 
vented a thouſand ftratagems to attaia his 
end. Though he ſucceeded in none of 
them, he did not deſpair. Time paſſed 


away. The imperial crown had been 


placed on the head of Robert count Pala. 
tine, and count Everard was no longer 
thought of. At length fortune ſmiled for a 


moment on the brave Herman, and the ſa- 
her of Ida found himſelf at liberty in his 


arms. | 
The count of Wirtemberg thanked our 


knight with great emotion, and gave him 


the pleafing appellation of ſon; an exprel- 


fron to which Herman probably affixed a 


meaning, that the count by no means in- 


tended it ſhould convey. Meanwhile he did 


not conceal from him, that his liberation 
wou'd have been infinitely more pleafing, 


had it been effected earlier: “ for,” ſaid he, 


nothing can now be done for me, till Ger- 


4 
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mny becomes again diffatisfied with its 
tmaſter ; a I that] (hall "POE not 


re to ſee. r. 
Hetman, Who 8 great debits of : 


in 
his ig Ida the daugeter of an emperor, 
of ie no anſwer to this reflection. He ſes - 
du withed long life to the emperor Ro- 
enn; and that on his death, his crown 
la- bt deſgend to Sigiſmond. Meanwhile, . 
zer Nun Everard ſorroufully prepared anew 
r a bis journey to Italy, and did not ſeem 
2. ebe averſe tothe knight of fidelity accom 
his ing him. The intereſt Herman had 
taken in his deliverance, the favour he was 
dur iich the count of Unna, the hope that he 
im ald, in all probability, be ſoon juſtified, 
ef. Wi, above all, the total diſappointment of 
1 a Wisambitious ſchemes, made the count feel 
in- WJ repugnance to the lover of his daughter 
did n formerly, and confider it ſometimes as 
ion Wing not impoſſible, that he might be- 
ng, ene his ſon-in- law. 
he, Wbat happineſs for our young hero, 


Men, occaſionally, a word, or a look, gave 
E 5 
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him reaſon to ſuſpect, that the count e 
tertained ſuch a thought! I hus he joyouſly 
took his way to Italy, and the cavaliers off 
duke Albert, of whom there was no longe 
need, were diſmiſſed, and returned to thei 
made 1015001245 
Herman, enchanted, had now ſcarcel 
any anxiety but for Ida: and what chiefly 
conſoled him was, his imagining himſel 
under the protection of ſome benevolen 
power, who deſtined him to become, at thi 
appointed time, the moſt fortunate of hu 
bands. | 
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CHAPTER VI. 


THE relation of the chief of duke 
llbert's people was true; but it did not 
pmprize ſome circumſtances of which he 
ns ignorant, and which we ſhall now im- 
art to the reader. 

The report of a happy change in the 
btune of Sophia having reached the ears 
Ida on the confines of Auſtria, the de- 
ire of participating the joy of her beloved 
fend induced the princeſs to change the 
md marked out, for good reaſons, by 
luke Albert, and to take that which led to 
Prague, | 

dhe alighted at the houſe, which ſhe 
fill with pleaſure called the dwelling of 
der father, What pen can deſcribe the 
npture her preſence occaſioned ? The 
wood dame Munſter thought ſhe ſhould die 
"th joy at ſeeing again her Ida, now prin- 
ls of Wirtemberg, yet as affectionate, as 
ond, and as dutiful as ever. 
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Where is my father?“ cried the prin. 
ceſs, when the exceſs of her joy would per- 
mit her to ſpeaæ. 

Mrs. Munſter without having the leaſt 
doubt reſpecting whom ſhe meant, went 
aut to ſend for her huſband, who was then 
ſaperintending the erection of the grand 
altar of the church of St. Matthias.— She 
directed the ſervant not to tell him by 
whom he was wanted, and then haſtened 
to join Ida, from whom ſhe was not abſent 
a moment without regret.. 

They were fitting fide by fide, the hand 
of Maria reſting on the knee of her 
daughter, who held it cloſely locked in her 
own, while the other hand of Ida's was 
paſſed round her mother's neck; her eyes, . 
in which-were painted inexpreſſible aſfec- 
tion, were fixed earneſtly on her's ; they Wt 
ſpoke little, but -tears.and looks ſupplied Mz 
the place of "converſation. Such was the 
affecting picture that preſented itſelf when 
Myunker entefed. 
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[da immediately aroſe to embrace him. 
ſhe ſcene of mute tenderneſs was renew- 
: and it was not till after a conſiderable 
merval that there at length took place be- 
wen theſe happy mortals a converſation, 
te ſubject of which the reader will eaſily 


wed from the object he loves; and has ex- 


iciſitudes of good and ill: he will ealily 


ances he has found intereſting. 

nd his wife was, perhaps, the chief mo- 
hoogh not the only one. Sophia was alſo 
n inducement ; but how could ſhe appear 
before her > The fituation of our heroine 


Wd not permit her to ſhew herſelf publicly 


mel and eſteemed, took upon him to ac»- 


mnceive, if he has been whole years ſepa- 
xrienced, during the ſeparation, various 
anceive, that each wiſhes at once to lay 
kfore the other all that has happened to 
lim; to relate his proſperous and adverſe. 
frtune ; and recite the minuteſt circum- 


The deſire of ſecing honeſt Munſter” 


ne, that had induced Ida to viſit Prague, 


t court. Munſter, whom the queen 
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quaint her with the arrival of the princeſs of 
Wirtemberg, and to inform her of the pre- 
cautions it was neceſſary to employ. To 
theſe Sophia ſhewed the utmoſt readineſs 
to conform, and declared, that, the better 
to . conceal her friend's abode at Prague, 
ſhe would ſee her only at his houſe, whi- 
ther ſhe would repair that very evening, 
accompained by one of her ladies. 
The gentle and humane diſpoſition of 
Sophia was even meliorated by misfortune, 
Her. ſufferings had deſtroyed in her every 
| ſentiment of pride. She had received too 
good a leſſon on the  precariouſneſs of ſub · 
lunary things not to deſpiſe the wretched 
ceremonials attached to her rank, She 
deemed it no degradation, therefore, to 
viſit the abode of a ſimple citizen, Friend- 
ſhip led her to the houſe of Munſter, as 
benevolence and generoſity had already 
frequently led her to viſit ſtill more hum. 
ble dwellings. Ida threw herſelf into the 
arms of Sophia, Tears of joy flowed 
down the cheeks of each; 3 all diſtinctions 
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of rank were forgotten: fo ſtrongly did 
the queen feel the happineſs of preſſing 
o her boſom a true friend, that ſhe would 
robably have given the ſame looſe to her 
kelings, had the object been the plebeian 
la Munſter, inſtead of the princeſs of 
Wirtemberg. 

The two friends reciprocally opened 
their hearts to each other. Sophia related 
the long tale of her misfortunes, and 
concluded it with the ſorrowful obſervation, 
that her huſband, the author of ſo many 


a 


cr 


too ills, of which he had himſelf been the vic- 
ab. WT tm, was ſtill not much amended; and that 
hed WM to herſelf the ſole advantage ſhe had de- 


ved from the chagrins which, ſhe had 
participated with him, was to be a little 
more beloved; and a little more reſpected 
by him, than at the beginning of her mar- 
nage. Indeed it would have proved Win- 


um- <!laus. to have been a monſter, had the 
che faithful companion of his ſorrows, his friend, 
wedWW lis comforter, not excited in him at leaſt 


me light feelings of gratitude. 
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Sophia was ſaid to have been rendered 
a: devotee by misfortune. She was pious 
it is true, but not what is properly called 
2 devotee. It uns at this period that John 
Huſs began to propagate his doctriges.— 
His eloquence, and the ſtrictneſs of his 
conduct, procured him a great number of 
followers, The lax morals of the prieſts 
of thoſe days, and the virulence with which 
they perſecured him; contributed alſo to 
his fucceſs. The queen was among the 
number of thoſe who were ſeduced by the 
apparent ſanctity and rectitude of this new 
teacher; She took delight in hearing bim. 

She ddred not at firſt ĩnduſge her inclina- Wi 
tion as much as ſhe wiſhed, becauſe the 
archbiſhop watched all her ſteps; but her 
ſectet èennexion with Ida led her, under 
the veil of ſecrecy,” Ep to Fake more 
Hborty enen before. 5 

Iudifferentiy dg een on foot: 
ant without any Attendant, the queen went 
frequently to viſit her friend, who accom- 
panied her to the chureh.of St. Matthias, 


U 
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boh1a, in ſpite of her diſguiſe, ſtill pre- 
ed an air of dignity, that betrayed her; 
te good citizens wives were delighted, 
ind that their queen thus mingled with 


-e, and ſharcd heir devotions. 

is re doctrines of Huſs made ſingular 
of ug es among the Women. A great 
ts Nia, ladies of the fi ſt rank prided them- 


— 


lives in attending his ſermons, diveſted: 

their ornaments and clad in all the ſim- 

city of the primitive chriſtians. 

Te hand of Munſter had executed a 

uſter· piece of ſculpture, which decorated: 

he church where Huſs delivered his doc- 

me; but, placed in à private chapel, it 

w ſeen only by a few, Different groups 

| ſtatues, that did honour to the ſkilful 

ud learned artiſt; repre ſented, on one ſide, 

te divine founder of the chriſtian religion, 

mh bis humble diſciples, in their genuine . 
mplicity, and on the other, the pope of 

Rome, in all the vain and oſtentatious 

pump of royalty, attended by bis cardinals. 

la requeſted. her father to ſhew this pers 
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formance to the queen. Sophia was de. 
lighted at ſeeing before her eyes the exact 
repreſentation of what Huſs had often { 
boldly depicted in his ſermons; and em 
ployed an able painter to copy it in minia 
ture. This picture was placed in the 
queen's oratory. | 
Huſs continued to thunder againſt the 
manners of the ecclefiaſtics of his day, 4 
He frequently alluded to the fine ſculp 
ture of Munſter; thouſands came to ſee 
it; many followed the example of Sophia 
and procured copies of it, which were 
publicly diſplayed in their houſes, in teſti 
mony of the truth of the reformer's doc 
trine. The prieſts, inflamed with rage 
fixed their eyes on the queen, whom the 
charged with being the inſtigator of theſe 
diſorders ; but, placed in too elevated a 
ſtation for them. to wreak their vengeance 
on her, they accuſed Ida of having ſedu 
ced her, and as the perſon deareſt to So- 
phia they determined to vent on her all 
the fury of their wrath. 


de- 


ace 
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Uuſs was attacked more openly, The 
Fir was examined into in due form, a 
wocceding which brought conſiderable 
jeſents to Winceſlaus, whoſe corrupti- 
Ay was well known, Nor was he un- 
meful, Conſidering Huſs* as the firſt 
auſe of this new ſource of wealth, which 
mured into his treaſury, he appointed him 
tis confeſſor. The two handſome here- 
ic, Ida and Sophia, became more bold; 
hit the ſecurity they felt proved fatal to 
la, occaſioning her to fall into the hands 
i Subinko, before ſhe ſuſpected herſelf 
þ be in the leaſt danger. 

She was one day returning home, deep- 
j meditating on a private converſation 
he had juſt had with Huſs, which totally 
bſorbed all her faculties. Undoubtedly 
fuſs was no prophet; but the great influ- 
tice he poſſeſſed in various places, and 
he number of his ' adherents: throughout 


© What a fine 1550 was his ſay ing, “ that lays 
"me ſo many golden eggs!“ 
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Germany, procuted him the knowledge 
things with which others were unacquaiated 
He bad been informed of the misfortune of 
count Everard; he was not ignorant th; 
Ida was his daughter; and be had tharf 
evening warned her to think of ſuccouring 
the perſon 1a the world moſt dear to ber 
who was chen at Ratiſbon in the bands © 
his enemies. Huſs thought he had ſpoke 
with ſufficient clearneſs; he was not aware, 
that, to a lovely young damſel, there might 
be another perſon as dear to her as her fa-i 
ther, and that his mode of txpreſſion was 
preciſely calculated: to leave her in duubt. 
In effect, Ida determined next day to 
aſk a more direct explanation from the holy 
map; and ſhe. was walking flowly, and 
without fear, to the houſe of Munſter⸗ 
when ſhe ſaw a number of armed men, Wl 
who intereepted her paſſaze. She per- 
ceived preſently. that ſhe was the object of WI 
their purſuit: ſhe cried for belp: but it | 
was too late. The young princeſs was con- 
ducted before the archbiſhop, who ſeverely, 
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pproached her with hereſy, and cond mu- 
her to be confined in a convent in Hun- 
ay; 4 ſentence; which the heard with 
le emotion. She felt nothing but 
nriety for her friends; an anxiety whick 
anfiderably increaftd, when ſhe reflecied 
hat it would now be impoffible for her 
b do any thing to ſave him, of whoſe 
Winger ſhe had been informed, 
Meanwhile the goodneſs of her heart 
nfpired her with a ſtratagem furely excu 
ible under ſuch circumſtances She cor- 
upted one of her guards, by means of a 
nluable ring, to deliver to Sophia the let- 
tr we have mentioned above, which even- 
wlly afforded Herman an opportunity of 
Iberating her father. She | hoped, what 
rally happened, that her commilfion 
would be exeeuted ; and ſhe departed for 
the place of her deftination, with ſo much 
of Witt greater plcafure as it was that to which 
it I de would Thortly have ö of her owa 
Na word, 
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Ida felt no apprehenſion, that ſhe was te 
remain eternally confined in the convent te 
which ſhe was conducted; conceiving it im 
poſſible, that a puniſhment ſo ſevere ſhould 
be inflicted on a perſon who had committed 
no crime. She reckoned, too, on the enjoy- 
ment of a certain degree of liberty in he 
deſtined abode ; and the poſhbility of cye- 
cuting the commiſſion, with which ſhe was 
charged by duke Albert, as effectually as 
ſhe had. arrived there under the protection 
of that prince. At all events, ſhe was cer. 
tain of one thing at leaſt, namely, that ſhe 
ſhould be ſecure from the purſuits of the 
ſecret tribunal, which of all thiogs in the 
world was Mak ſhe moſt dreaded. 

It may not be ſuperfluous to acquaint 
the reader before we proceed, wich the 
commiſſion which duke Albert had entruſt 
ed to our heroine on. her departure from 
Nuremberg. The duke had received 
from Herman, ſome traces of queen Mary 
of Hungary, firſt wife of Sigiſmond, being 
fill alive, who had long been ſuppoſed 


ybedead z and the principal buſineſs of the 


nceſs of Wirtemberg was to inform Eliza- 
th of this circumſtance, and endeavour to 
£1d out the convent in which her mother 
us confined. He had laid down a plan for 
er to purſue in this reſearch, which, we 
hve already obſerved, was attended with 
ificulties: ſhe was, therefore, dif poſed 
ba&t as chance ſhould point out, or cir- 
umſtances require, Beſides, ſhe thought it 
nvel to tell an unhappy daughter, that her 
mother, was living, before ſhe was certain of 
le fact 3 and thus inſpire a mind of ſenſibi- 
ty with anxious doubts reſpeCting the fate 
if her to whom ſhe was indebted for ex- 
lence, without being able to give her any 
afolation. Ida well knew the ſolicitude 
i) filial affection; and this motive, united 
ith others, made her rejoice that ſhe did 
ot viſit Hungary in the manner ſhe had at 
bit intended. 


Lary When the archbiſhop had pronounced 
WA ter ſentence, Ida aſked permiſſion to 
ole 


thange her convent, f ſhe found herſelf 
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not pleaſed with that appointed for her t 
treat; which he readily granted, as he kne 
he could revoke the permiſſion at plcaſurt 
Such was the foundation on which ſhe ba 
erected her hopes. She truſtcd ſhe ſhoy 
thus have it in het power to vifit a variety e 
convents, without her deſign being ſuſpetted 
and without her being expoſed to an 
charge, but that of fickleneſs of diſpoſitiot 
If by theſe means ſhe could diſcover th 
-perſon ſhe ſought, the propoſed to acquai 

- Elizabeth: with her mot hier's exiſtence, an 
the place of her retreat: duke Albert and hi 
future bride were then to come to liberatÞ 
the queen, and of her who had diſcovere 
the place of her detention; and thus all wa 
N Ry 999 | 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DURING a tedious journey, Ida had 
Hcient leiſure to form projects, and feaſt 
rel with hopes, which however began to 
wop the firſt day of her arrival at the con- 
kat of St. Anne. Bs _ 
This convent was placed in a ſituation 
byhich nature had been by no means kind. 
ſhe lofry mountains, covered with thick 


inounded, could cheriſh no ſentiments 
it thoſe of grief and melancholy, The 
kep and narrow valley, from the bottom 
i which roſe the walls of the monaſtery, 


emed to ſnrink from the ſad ſterility that 
ery where preſented itſelf to the eye, — 


ence diſcontent and rancour fat br ooding 
[every countenance ; and weartſomeneſs 


d diſguſt pervaded equally the 4 2 
Vor. III. | E 
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reſts of gloomy pines, with which it was 


necluded all extent of view, and the heart 
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and the chapel, the gallery and the garden 
the cell, and the hall of recreation, 
Ida imagined herſelf in a few days per 
fectly acquainted with every inhabitant 0 
tthis mournful abode ; and was convinced 
«that here ſhe ſhould not find her of who 
ſhe was in ſearch. This diſcovery woule 
have driven her at once from her melan 
.choly aſy lum, had ſhe not thought it del 
.corous to ſtay at leaſt a few weeks, in 
place where ſhe was treated with the 
greateſt reſpect, and where ſhe had no cauſe 
of complaint, but the tedium of her ſitua 
tion, a feeling which ſhe ſhared in commo 
with every nun. 
The time which the prudent Ida thought 
proper to remain in this convent paſſee 
away, without her being able to find a ſingle 
perſon in whom ſhe could place ſufficient 
confidence to open her heart. It was ever 
Impoſſible for her to obtain any ſatisfactorj 
account of the neighbouring convents 
which would have been of ſome advantage 
to ber in directing” ber choice, when ſhe 
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tould make known her deſire of changing 
kr ſituation, All the intelligence ſhe 
,uld obtain, was, that near them was a 
mvent dedicated to St. Nicholas, which 
w, in a manner, dependant. on that of 
* Anne, and the patron of which was 
blged annually to viſit his ſuperior ſaint, 
The time of this ceremony was near, — 
ben the day arrived, the journeying 
lint appeared, attended by an eſcort of 
lump and fair damſels, who were ſufficient 
untraſts to thoſe to whom they were forced 
vb pay homage, Their reception was by 
y means cordial, Whilſt the two abbeſſes, 
ith the ancient matrons, held a chapter, 
e young nuns of St. Anne's formed 
temſelves into parties from which they 
gere ſo unpolite as to exclude thoſe of St. 
licholas. | 

Ida, however, joined a party of the nuns 
St. Nicholas: Theſe young women 
leaſed her much better than her preſent 
lots, and ſhe determined to take their 
Wvent for her next reſidence. The nuns, 

| F 2 | 
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«who penetrated her intention, / and confi 
.&ered her as no inſignificant” acquiſition 
boaſted of it, as a place which had always 
been an aſylum for ladies of diſtinction. At 
preſent, it was the dbode of a princeſs Gare, 
who was formerly miſtreſs of the houſhold 
to queen Elizabeth of Hungary. 

The nuns of St. Nicholas departed with 
their ſaint, and ſoon after, Ida declared 
ber intention of reſidipg at their convent. 
But ſhe ſoon found the execution of be 
projects leſs eaſy than ſhe had imagined.— 
Numberleſs difficulties were ſtarted, and at 
laſt ſhe was obliged to wait till the abbeſs 
had written to Prague for the aſſent of the 
archbiſhop Subinko. 

His anſwer was long in coming, but at 
length it arrived, and contained the deſired 
permiſſion. Ida found the adieus of the 
pious ſiſters ſufficiently cold, which ren- 
dered her reception at St. Nicholas the 
more agreeable, 

Soon after her arrival, Ida introduced 
herſelf to the princeſs Gara. Her nay 


4 


1 


* 
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ni ſuſncient to enſure her a favourable re- 
jon, potion. from that, lady, who in her youth 
gr been. intimate with her. mother. Ida 
AdMWived in the pringels s, mud a thouſend 
are, healing recollections; her name, her figure, 
10108: perſon, recalled thoſe of Ida of Dort- 
zund, and theſe remembrances laid the 
vt Wundation of a tender friendſhip, - as far 
edMideed as friendibip could ſubſiſt between 
ent ons of ſo diſproportionate an age. 
ber The princeſs Roſe Gara was a living 
. onicle of ancient times. She was never 
d ati raty of „talking, over. the events. that. had 
bels abend fat the der wing of the reign, ot 
the e princes now living, almoſt all of whona 
- Wk: perfonally knew. Ida's chief object in 
t atgganting her acquaintance was to get in- 
red | 


mation reſpecting che queen of Hun- 

, but this ſeemed to be.the only point 
" which ſhe ele not, to be commun 
7 

Ida would Wii ok never 55975 een 

in her attempt, but for a circumſtance 


ame ach chreatned totally to exclude her 
| F ; 
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from the confidence of the princeſs. Ex 
periencing from her, on a ſudden, extreme 
coldnefs, ſhe could not avoid urging her tg 
an explanation. Read this, and judge, 
ſaid the old lady, putting into her hand! 
letter ſhe had juſt received. Ida read a 
follows : | 
My dear acl we reports of Al. 
e berr's infidelity are confirmed. Hon 
s juſtly did you warn me to beware of the 
fate of my unhappy mother! You alread 
« know, that Albert has appeared for ſome 
months to have forgotten me; that a fi 
« enchantreſs had gained his heart, and 
% driven me from its poſſeſſion. No 
« learn her name. It is Ida, the celebrated 
« Ida of Wirtemberg, who, condemned b 
ae the ſecret tribunal, was protected at Nu 
*© remberg by Albert, and is now ſent b 
« him into Hungary, with a ſtrong eſcort 
<* there to await a change in her ſituation 
„ heaven knows in what manner. 


« ] am indebted for this diſcovery te 
« the perſon who gave me the firſt infor 


fal 


and 


atec 
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# mation; my intimate friend, the daughter 
of the princeſs of Ratibor. She too, loſt 
# lover by the artifice of that ſeductreſs. 
s Grief and deſpair have driven her to this 
s convent, which I fear will be allo wy laſt- 
aſylum. 

«I wiſh-to know more of my enemy. 
Imago's mother has promiſed me further 
# counts, and even the name of the place 
# to which Ida is conducted. The prin- 
% ceſs of Ratibor has an extenſive acquaint- 
C ance, and great intereſt; ſhe knows al- 
moſt every thing that paſſes throughout 
the empire of Germany, and her infor- 
mation may be depended on. 

“% Malicious Ida !. what have I done to 
"thee, that thou ſhouldſt deprive me of 

the affections of Albert? .... She is be- 
* ſides an heretic! l.... She remains at 
* preſent concealed at Prague; the queen 
* viſits her in ſecret ; but the princels of 
Ratibor is endeavouring to ſeparate them, 


* and for that purpole means to draw on 
F 4 


" © ſickneſs and ſorrow prevented my com 


. 
the odious Ida the attention of the arch 
e biſnop. We ſhall fee where this wiilf 
end. . 


« My news from Prague is already old 


© municating it earlier. 
| © ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY, 


; It is poffible that Ida's looks, on read 
ing ſuch, an unexpected accuſation, would 
have confirmed the ſuſpicions of a dene 
lels ſagacious than the princeſs Gata, bu 
ſhe had patience enough to wait for her an- 
ſwer, and then judge with impartiality. 
Animated with the wiſh to remove this 
injurious imputation, Ida ingenuouſly re 
cited the hiſtory of her acquaintance with 
the duke, his friendſhip for her, and the 
commiſſion with which ſhe was charged by 
him. When ſhe hed finiſhed, ſhe ran to 
her chamber for the letter Albert had given 
her for Elizabeth, and which luckily ſhe had 
in ber pocket when ſhe was carried off. 
The princeſs read it.—Ida could not 
have produced a ſtronger proof of her in- 
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peencee; Every line ſpoke love to her to 
whom it was addreſſed, to the bearer. no- 
king but friendſhip, It contained a cir- 
ww ſtantial accourt of what Albert hoped 
pcfteCtuate | in Hpngary by the aſſiſtance of ' 
da-z the. news of the exiſtence of queen 
ary * and ſchemes. for diſcovering the 
place of her retreat; and concluded with a 
rqueſt to Elizabeth to protect their com- 
mon friend, the princeſs of Wirtemberg,. 
nd deliver her into the hands of no one 
bur Herman of Unna. . | 
The princeſs Gara was convinced. She 
embraced Ida, made. an apology for her 
wonduct, and begged leave to fend the let- 
tr of duke Albert to Elizabeth, in order to 
ape! her apprehenſions and juſtify heyy 
kppoſed rival in her affections: | 
Ida readily complied, as ſhe had now 
oft all defire of delivering the letter her- | 
ell. This gentle, innocent, angelic princeſs,” | 
lad ſhe to herſelf, “ is, however, prone to 
& jealouly and injuſtice. This mind, de- 
ſeribed to me as ſo elevated and ſenſible, 
F 5 
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« is ſubject to error, and diſpoſed to liſten 
« to the inſinuations of malice, Poor Al. 
bert! Heaven grant thy union with her 
« may be happy!“ 

Ida was wrong. In RE circum- 
ſtances ſhe would have been guilty of the 
fame faults with which ſhe reproached Eli. 
zabeth, who was in reality good and amia- 
ble. She had forgotten, that ſhe had her- 
felf been once intimate with the perfidious 


Imago, who was now poiſoning the mind of 
the or of Mary. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


FROM the preceding event the inti-- 


m- macy between Ida and the princeſs Gara + 
the WH increaſed. Ida had no ſecrets for her re- 
Eli- 


ſpectable friend; and the princeſs, finding 
her queſtions were not prompted by idle 
curioſity, readily conſented to ſatisfy her re- 
ſpecting the early part of the hiſtory of 
queen Mary, of whoſe exiſtance, however, 
ſhe ſtill continued to entertain doubts, - 

« Tt is not without mingled ſentiments 
« of pleaſure and regret,” ſaid he, that. 
% recall to mind the firſt years of my 
„youth, ſpent. within theſe walls, which 
no afford a retreat to my old age. Eliza- 
„ beth, queen of Hungary, Who ſeldom 
« quitted her huſband, and who thought it 
dangerous to habituate her daughter Mary 
© too early to the buſtle of a court, choſe 
e this convent for the place of her educa- 
tion, and intruſted to me the care of her 
te infancy. I was then of a proper age to 

| F 6- 
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| * handſomer ; and, I own, I diſliked her 


become the governeſs of a child, to whom 


fix months married, having eſpouſed 


come miſtreſs of the royal houſchold.— 


beauty; though, as ſhe grew up, a fine 


ter informed too, and more lively, ſhe 


inſtruction. ought to be playfully convey. 
ed, not adminiſtered with the ordinary ſe. 
verity of ſchool diſcipline. I had been 


prince Stephen. Gara, to whom my hand 
was given merely that I might.one day be- 


The old gentlemay was obliged by his 
place to attend conſtantly at court; and 
his young wife regretted not, in her pleaſ- WW 


ing retirement, the honour of figuring by Wi 


his fide. 

« Mary had few 1 indced 
none beſide myſelf, Ida of Dortmund, 
your mother, and little Barbe of Tirnan, 
From her infancy ſhe gave no promiſe of 


ſhape and. dignified air in ſome meaſure 
ſupplied its place. Barbe was much 


tor this advantage. over my princeſs. Bet- 


Lad a ouſand little talents that Mary 


could never attain, I would gladly have 
« ſeparated them; and, had Ifſucceeded, I 
« ſhould probably have ſpared my pupil 
s many misfortunes, and her a a 
4 multitude of crimes. 

« Mary was the only child of king 
Lewis, and conſequently heireſs to the 
# throne, and it was thought proper to 
„ ſtrengthen her right by a powerful alliance, 
With this view ſhe was betrothed, at the 
« age of nine years, to Sigiſmond, ſecond 
* ſon of the emperor Charles IV. and only 
k year or two older than herſelf, 
| « Sigiſmond came to viſit his future 
& bride. From his youth and rank he could 
not be denied free ad niſſion into the 
" convent, Unfortunately he there ſaw 
Barbe alſo, and, though fo young, could 


ne not avoid being extremely pl aſed with 
bre ber. This Lobſerved, and took care ſhe 
ch hould be removed from his ſight. 

er cSigiſmond came often to ſee us. He 
-(- vas now no longer a child; he knew how 
he i became him to behave to her -wito. 
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te was one day to place the crown of Hun 
% gary on his head; and the princefs, who be 
„ gan to love bim, eaſily believed all 
« ſaid. 

IJ ſaw, however, his attentions in 
* truer light; and I frequently affure 
« Mary it was not her he loved, but th 
„ heireſs of the Hungarian throne, « 
« us put him to the teſt, ſaid ſhe, an 
c we ſhall ſee.” 

The king frequently viſited his daughte 
« of whom he was ſo fond he could refy 
* her nothing. Availing herfclf of th 
© power ſhe had over him, ſhe requeſted 
« favour, which evinced leſs prudence tha 
„ predilection for Sigiſmond, and which t 
« king would unqueſtionably have refuſe 
„ had he not been * by patern 
* affection. 
4 Her requeſt was, that her father woul 
* adopt Sigiſmond, and acknowledge hit 
for his ſucceſſor. F will not be love 
« by him,” ſaid ſhe, for the ſake of 

* crown. I. would rather owe it to big 
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than place it on his head. I believe that 
the loves me; but I would have others 
believe ſo too, I would have it ſaid that, 
tit is Mary, not the heireſs of Hungary, 
that he courts.” 

« The king ſmiled, confented, and we 
# ſoon heard that he had adopted Sigiſ- 
mond. The princefs was delighted with 
the pleaſure ſhe had procured her lover, 
# She expected a ſpeedy viſit from. him, 
# and the warmeft thanks. Yet Sigiſmond 
came not; but contented himſelf with 
& ſending a letter, which was a political 
chef-· d œuvre. 

« Mary was enchanted with it; but TI 
* deſired her to notice the name of ſiſter, 
* which was foiſted into almoſt every line, 
4 could not, however, make her imbibe 
* my ſuſpicions, though they were ſoon 
* too- plainly verified. 

« Barbe was now maid of honour to 
queen Elizabeth, and her ripened charms 
* revived the inclination ſhe had formerly 
* excited in young Sigiſmond, This was 
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£ ſoon no ſecret, and the queen immedi 
Cc. 


cc 
% 
& 


cc 


. crowned whillt he was: living, that 90 
one might diſpute the throve with her 


„% The law which, 3 Sigiſmond 


ately, though too late, ſent for he 
daughter to court, to repair the ill tha 
had been done in her ablcnce, 

«© The report of Mary's coming v 


ſoon ſpread. Sigiſmond, finding his in 


trigue with Barbe was remarkeg, ane 


that he ſhould now. be. ut der ſome re 


ſtraint, pretended urgent buſineſs in Po 


land; and when, M.ry, a, peared in the 


capital, ſhe was mit with i y by ever 


one, except by bie for whon alone ſhe 


cared. 
_ The loyal Hungarians celebrated the 


arrival of theit princeſs with enthuſia m, 


and intreated the old king ta have he 


after his death. 


heir to the crown was not irrevocable, 
The voice of the people, and the INtrear 
ties of the queen, to which mine Were 
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added, prevailed, and Mary was pro- 
claimed queen of Hungary, 

« Sigiſmond was one of the firſt to con- 
# oratulate her. He even returned from 
poland to perform this duty in perſons 
Mary was no longer ſtyled ſiſter: he 
8 was now not her brother, but her lover, 
her future ſpouſe, Had Mary followed 
my advice, : ſhe would have diſmiſſed 
him as he deſcrved. But. who does net 
# know the weakneſs of love? She took 
* care not to aſcribe his return to the 
crown ſhe had juſt obtained, and loved 
him more than ever. | el 

«#6 Yo you not perceive,” ſaid ſhe, 
* that he is attached ſolely to me? Is 
there a fingle lady of the court who 
can obtain ſo much as a ſmile from 
him?“ | 5 

Mary was right. Sigiſmond appear- 
*ed to have no eyes but for her, for 
Barbe was not preſent. This woman 
* had heard that the beauties of Poland 


* bad cured him of his paſſion. for het, 
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and believing this, ſhe had conſentd, at 

«the carneſt ſolicitations of her family 

“ and in order to retrieve her reputation 

* to an honourable marriage. The jer 

<« fon deſtined for her huſband, was Joh 

„ Herwott, governor of Croatia, upon one 

of whoſe eſtates ſhe at this time actual) 
% Jjved as his betrothed wife. 
% Meanwhile Sigiſmond ſought be 

* every where, She was the only perſon 

« for whom, after numerous infidelities, 

* he ftill retained an inclination, Her 

« abſence therefore was inſupportable to 

&. him. At length hearing of her intended 

marriage, he became dejected, and find 

« ing it impoſſible to continue his dull 

court to Mary, he refolved on a ſecond 
« journey into Poland? 

„Lewis died, and Mary aſcended the 
throne. She would certainly have bee 
a good queen had ſhe governed alone: 
But there is a proverb which ſays 
where a woman reigns, men are ſure tc 
4 hold the ſceptre. The Garas had th 
effective ſway in the. time of. the late 


cc 
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« king, and they maintained it under 
Mary. Their oppreſſions provoked the 
people to revolt; and Barbe prevailed 
on John Herwott to ſeize the queen 
and her mother, and confine them in 
his caſtle. | 

« With this I acquainted Sigiſmond, 
hom the Garas had prevented from re- 
turning from Poland. He releaſed Mary: 
but Elizabeth had already fallen a ſacri- 
* fice to this diabolical conſpiracy, Her- 


« ſufficiently artful, to pretend, that ſhe 
too was a priſoner there, and indebted 
* to Sigiſmond for her deliverance. 

„ Sigiſmond was ſufficiently powerful 
to quell the mal-contents, and re-eſta- 
* bliſh Mary on the throne. 4 She became 
„his wife; but from that time I never 
* ſaw a ſmile on her countenance. The 
* ſcenes that had paſſed in the caſtle of 
* Herwott were continually before her eyes. 
« 2nd. ſhe was always repeating to herſelf 
the name of ber unfortunate mother. 


u wott fell in the conflict; and Barbe was 
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The grief which inwardly' devoured heit 


deſtroy: d the remains of her fecble at 


trations. Sg mond, to whom ſprighe | 
lineſs and gaiety alone were pleaag Wi * 


„ uſed; to; cali her, to his confidential 


friends, moping nc/ancholy, without reflect. 


ing on the cauſes which had rendered 


that title applicable to her. 


Barbe appeared at court. Mary ſus 4 


cc 


is 
cc 
£5 


tt 


Cyly, ſurnamed the Weak. But the 


having ſo worthleſs a rival, induced her 


ered it. It was neceffary ſhe ſhould,” 
„nor had ſhe any objection; for ſhe en- 
tertained not of her thoſe thoughts which 
Iconccaled in my heart. Heaven for- 
give me, if Eimpute to the wretch more 
crimes than ſhe committed! 


That the king's. intrigue with Barbe 
might be the better concealed, a match 
was made up for her with count Peter 


motive became too apparent; and the 
ſorrows, to which the queen had long 
been a prey, added to the, vexation at 


to retire to a convent. She was at this 
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time pregnant, and her health was ſo im- 
+ paired, that apprehenſions both for her 


vWF life and the child's were entertained, I 
"8 accompanied her-to this place, where it 
i s ber wiſh'to bring heriafant intorhe 


to be her only nurſe, and to truſt to no 
one beſides: but I was taken danger- 


red 


WW ouſly ill juſt as her delivery was daily 
14M expected. The good nuns of St. Nicho- 
en- las faved my life; and, hen I recovered, 
ieh they: did not conceal from me, that they 


ſuſpected I had been poiſoned. Poſſibly 
they were right: the ſymptoms of my 
diſorder were terrible, and [there were 
certainly perſons "who felt:no joy at my 


teh! recovery. | 

ter My firſt care was to eqquire after the 
the queen. They informed. me that ſhe was 
the dead; apd this news bad like to have 
ng effected what fickneſs failed to accom- 
a “ plih. I aſked the . particulars. . The 
hor “ nuns could only tell me, that, on be.ng 
his “ taken ill, the counteſs of Cyly had come 


world, and die. It was my firm reſolve 


4 0 » 


n 


— — — — 
A 


„ 
_ * — —ͤ—— — 
— — —  - 
FRE So on 
ä ES 
Þ — 


+ — — — * 
— — þ, r. 
K YI £7 7 * £ 
= - \ 
4 = . - — 

wy * s — I = 2 = 
A" - 2 — 222 2 

3 bY * 


| I ba — — AX * = — 2 
PP 8 * D » 


Sr — IS 


_ 


2 


— 2 * os , —— N * we No — . 
2 . wh - > wars — 
— — | 
bY l - _ = — * 
— — — D 3 
_ * 7 K 11 
3 
- _ 


— 


LY 


en Ss 


. 
l - 
— — » - 


118 HERMAN 


cc 
6c 
ce 
cs 


to ſupply my place, and that the queen 
was removed to another convent, wher 
ſhe was delivered of a daughter, whoſ 


& birth coſt her her life. 


„ The child was the next object of my 


inquiry, Her mother, they told me, 


had deſired, on her death bed, that ſhe 
ſhould be entruſted to my care; and the 
king had reſolved to comply with this, 
her laſt requeſt, in ſpite of the remon- 
ſtrances of the counteſs of Cyly, Ini 
fact, I had foon the pleaſure of folding 
in my arms this precious legacy of my 
unfortunate miſtreſs, One of the nuns 


of St. Anne's had been commiſhoned to 


deliver her to me with a letter, which ! 


opened, and read as follows: 


4 am dying, my dear Gara: I have only 


time to give the lived name of Elizabeth to 


* my child, and recommend ber to your care. 


Tte nun who writes theſe ſew words for me 
will tell you more. 


„] frequently aſked after this nun, but 


no one could tell me her nam”, The 
K 8 
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«ſuſpicion, that the death of Mary might 
be a pretence of Barbe, induced me to 
make various reſearches, from which I 
 deſiſted not for many years. They have 
ended in nothing; judge, then, my 
dear Ida, what may be expected from 
jours.“ | 
« And. do you imagine,” ſaid the prin- 
es of Wirtemberg, ** that your relation 
has convinced me of the queen's death? 
#.. On the contrary my hopes are greater 
"than ever.“ 8 


my © 1 know not, my child, on what you can 
uns found them. Elizabeth is now ſixteen 
1 to WM" years old. Is it poflible that her mother 


* could have found no means of acquaint- 
ing her with her ſituation in all that 
time? Conſider, too, my fruitleſs re- 
* ſearches; and remember, that Mary was, 
Vat a dangerous period, entirely in the 
bands of Barbe. Surely that remorſeleſs 
* woman would never ſuffer her rival to 
ire, when ſo favourable an opportunity 
* of getting rid of her preſented itſelf.” 
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% How then came ſhe to ſpare the 
« young princeſs, who was equally i in her 
* power : A : 
f Mary had been delivered of a ſon, 
no doubt Barbe would have taken care] 
| « of him: but a daughter was by no 
* means an equa] obſtacle to her ambi. 
| © tious projects. Perhaps, too, Sigiſmond 
= « might have arrived earlier than he was 
« expected; of Barbe might have thought 
« of ingratiating herſelf with him by act- 
« ing as a mother to her, inſtead of me, 
ie whom ſhe muſt have ſuppoſed dead.” 
It is difficult to form any judgment 
© on a buſineſs ſo involved in obſcurity,” 
{aid Ida, with a penſive air; 5 ce time, how- 
* ever, may yet clearit up.“ 
: The princeſs Gara was filent, But, 
preſently, to ſatisfy Ida, ſhe gave her a 
. more particular account of the infancy of 
Elizabeth. © 
"Fe young princeſs, to Woch in con- 
formity to her dying mother's requeſt, ſhe 
was to ſupply the place of a parent, was 
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el et in her charge but a few years. At an 
er ally period ſhe was called to court, to be 
betrothed to the young Albert of Auſtria: 
5, Sigiſmond found ſuch a fupport neceſ- 
en to prop bis ſhaking credit. After 
no Mary's death, the hearts of his ſubjects 
„eee greatly alieneated from him. Barbe 
4 Wes obliged. to quit the court, and retire to 
ter huſband's country feat. The king 


1 WM vent to make a campaign againſt the turks ; 
© Wn; in the mean time, ſent his daughter to 
ne, {MW avienburg, Barbe having inſtilled into 
, is mind ſuſpicions concerning the princeſy 
ent bra and the nuns of St. Nicholas. 
1% The return of the king; his impriſon- 
w- een, his amour with the prineeſs Helen, 
it the caſtle of Soclos; his adventures at 
But, yy; and many other events, of which we 
Ol hve already given an account, ſucceeded, 
V of nd were crowned by his marriage with 
| harbe, who thus became the ſtep-mother of 
nd Lizabeth, | | 
\the This union was fatal to the daughter of 


* Mary. She was cloſely confined at Klau- 
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ſenburg; her hopes founded on duke Al. 
bert diminiſhed; her heart became a prey 
to jealouſy; and her mind was filled with 
a thouſand diſagreeable reflections. In 
Fact, Albert had written to her leſs fre- 
quently, on account of the diet at Nurem- f 
berg, and perhaps too becauſe his aiten- 
tion had been much occupied by his friend- 
ſhip for Ida. The princeſs of Ratibor, 
whom ſome malevolent genius had con- 
ducted. to Klauſenburg, and thus brought 
acquainted with Elizabeth, had framed, 
with her mother's aſſiſtance, the calumny 
which Ida had ſo ſenſibly felt, and which 
had nearly deprived her of the friendſhip 


of the princeſs Gara, 
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THE princeſs of Wirtemberg reflected 
kriouſly on what ſhe heard, and ultimately 
xlolved to employ the permiſſion given 
ter by the archbiſhop in continuing her 
karch amongſt the neighbouring convents. 

Her firſt - choice fell on St. Emery, a 
houſe which enjoyed the reputation of hav- 
ng formerly ſerved as a priſon to a queen 
Hungary, and which ſhe imagined might 
i ſecond time have a claim to that diſtinc- 
lon, That Mary was alive, and that a 
vent was her abode, ſhe could not 
loubt, after what Herman had heard from 
de mouth of Barbe. On that ſhe found 
il her hopes were founded, and ſhe pro- 
niſed herſelf in the end to execute the 
ommiſſion of duke Albert, and gratify 
er own wiſhes by the liberation of the 
mpriſoned queen, 
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She expected no difficulty in departing 
from St. Nichalas, and was not a littlef 
ſurprized, when the ſuperior, to whom ſhi 
communicated her intention, informed he 
that ſhe muſt firſt acquaint the abbeſs of 
St. Anne, on whom ſhe was dependent. 
and who had ex preſſſy enjoined her, .un 
der pain of being excommunicated by t i 
archbiſhop, not to let the princeſs eſcape, 
Thus was the poor Ida as much a cap 
tive here as in the melancholy convent of 
St. Anne, though her fituation was not 
| quite ſo diſagreeable. The abbels ſent fo 
anſwer, that as the archbiſhop was ſoon ex 
pected, in that diſtrict, the princeſs ol Wir 
temberg muſt, wait his arrival, when ſhe 
would have an opportunity of making he 
requeſt to him in perſon, 
We have yet given, the reader no ſketch 
of the character ot Subinko; nor indeed 1s 
it of much i importance. , He was a little red 
faced old man, who. had nothing of dignity 
about him, but the mitre that covered his 
thin grey locks; and had certainly never 
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kfore been expected with impatience by a 
ſoung and beautiful damſel. He was con- 
Hered in his day as a pious and learned 
nan; though in fact he knew no virtues 
but the infignificant forms of a ctoiſter, no 
burning but that of a monk. In ſhort he 
nas totally without morals, and equally 
void of every quality which renders 
Y fourth amiable, or age feſpected. 
at length this perſonage arrived 


Nicholas, and was announced to the prin» 


tf of Wirtemberg, before he had ſeen 
he ſuperior, Ida received him with her 
natural gracefulneſs, and the pleaſure oc- 
alioned by his arrival rendered her ſtill 
nore attracting, 

„ May! aſk, Gr,” faid ſhe, the moment 
he ſaw him, „your permiſſion to leave the 
* convent of St. Nicholas?“ 

„% Leave St. Nicholas!” anſwered he; 
* Are you not, young lady, ſomewhat too 
* fickle in your diſpolition ? This is already 
the ſecdd convent to which you have 
u taken a diſlike during your ſhort abode 
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« in this country.— What would be the 
& conſequence if God had called you to a 
« religious life, and it were neceſſary that 
« you ſhould paſs all your days in one of 
c theſe pious retreats ? ? 


« Happily that is not the caſe:“ replied | 


Ida, with a ſmile. 

« But ſuppoſing it was ?” 

The princeſs was alarmed. Such a 
ſuppoſition could not be indifferent to her, 
elt is far from impoſhble,” continued 
Subinko. The affairs of your prophet 


ce at Prague have taken a very bad turn,— 


« Our holy father has excommunicated 
& him and his adherents. It was with dif- 
« ficulty he cſcaped the ſtake, at which! 
* hope, by the grace of God, to ſee him 
te one day expire.“ 

Ida could not help ſhedding tears at the 
fate that threatened the venerable Huſs, 
from whoſe mouth ſhe had received ſo 
many uſeful leſſons. 

„ Fic!” cried the chitin: : ©© Thoſe 
ce tears are criminal, and render you dou- 
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« bly an heretic. Would you attempt to 
« defend the errors of a man who cauſes: 
s ſuch- charming eyes to weep 2? 

« I can only hear, learn, and pity; I 
pretend not to defend: God alone is- 
„jodge.“ 

« Very well, my child: J perceive that: 
you are mild and docile ; your caſe is not 
# deſperate. Vet the fate reſcrved for 
© the adherents of that heretie threatens 
you. The leaſt puniſhment that can be 
* inflicted on you is that of being im- 
'mured in a convent for life; without 
* having the liberty of changing every” 


* month. Probably that of St. Anne dil-- 


* pleaſed you, becauſe its rules are too op- 
* poſite to your worldly and ſinful incli- 
nations.“ 

Ida began to weep afreſh, claſping her 
hands with a ſuppliant air. 

“ Beſides this,“ continued the arch-- 
biſhop, „there is a circumſtance I ſcarcely. 


dare mention, which cannot but render 


your ſituation. worſe, I am told, you 
| Ga 
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« are condemned by the ſecret tribunal. 1. 
it poſſible, that, ſo young, fo handſome 
© ſo innocent in appearance, you ſhould be 
« ſo enormous a finner!. . . . Thus there 
« ſeems ſcarcely any choice for you but 
% death or a convent.” 

The archbiſhop perceived the alarrns off 
Ida, and knew fo well how to heighten her 
tears, that ſhe fell at his feet to intreat him 
to ſave her. 

© I believe you to be neither rigid, nor] 
« cruel,” ſaid ſhe, © Your eyes afiure me, 
chat you wiſh me well, and would be diſ- 
« poſed to aſſiſt me if you could. Is there 
any thing impoſſible to the powerful Su- 
*« binko? I aſk only to fly, to hide myſelf, 
„till happier times. I could wiſh, too, to 
« inform Sophia, duke Albert, or my fa- 
« ther, of my ſituation. Oh, do not aban- 
« don me! Once more beſtow on one that 
e paternal look hien tells me that you 
« wiſh not my ruin,” 

„ And does it tell you ſg?” replied the 
prelate with inexpreſſible joy. Suppole 


OF UNNA, 129 


W 7 were now to aſſure you chat it ſpoks 
truth; that I am come purpoſely to de- 


bells liver you ; and that I was prejudiced in 
off jour favour the firſt moment of your be- 
ui ing preſented to me at Prague VO 


W might eaſily have gueſſed this from the 
W liberty I have permitted you to enjoy,—. 
No one elfe in yout place would have 
obtained from me the ſame indulgence,, 
particularly when accuſed: of hereſy.” 
„Ah confirm, then, my pleaſing 
hopes!“ ſaid Ida, till on her knees. 
Let my father know where J am; it is 
* with him I ſhould VEL myſelf moſt in 
© ſafety.“ 

c Why ſhould FEW 20 o far, my child, 


to for ſuccour ?“ replied he, taking her by 
fa- de hand. © If you have need: of a fa- 
n- ther, cannot I ſupply the place of one? 
hat 


© You' ſee I am growing old.... though 
not ſo very old neither . . but old 
enough to ſtand in need of a young and 
lia 8 Vernante. Are you willing to 
* take upon you the office? . .. . I am at 
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“ preſent diſengaged from all. the fatiguing 


" 


duties I had to fulfil at Prague.— 
« For the future I ſhall reſide at my mag- 
« nificent palace on the borders of the 
« Danube. Come, and ſhare with me, 
% during the remainder of my life, the! 
6e pleaſures of that delightful retirement. 
«* You ſhall be my daughter, my friend; 
« and, at my death, heireſs of all my 
<« riches.” 
Ida liſtened with great attention, with- 
out perfectly comprehending what ſhe 
heard. To be the daughter, the gover- 
nante, the friend of a good old man, and 
to await happier times under the protec- 
tion of the pontiff of Hungary, were pro- 
poſals not to be rejected by a mind free 
from ſuſpicion: yet an internal ſentiment, 
. and the knowledge ſhe had of the manners 
of the age, whiſpered, that the arrange- 
ment was not practicable. Beſides, the 
| familiarity of the prelate, and the manner 
in which he gazed on her, whilſt ſhe was at 
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tis knees, diſpleaſed her. She withdrew - 
ter hand from between his, and aroſe, She \ 
had already remained too long in-that hu- 
niliating ſituation, which was perhaps pleas- 
©, Wie to him, becauſe it reduced her to a. 
kvel with his - own diminutive figure, and 
uus enabled him - to: contemplate her 
charms more at eaſe. ke 
“% You muſt not be offended, charming 
4 princeſs,” continued he, again taking 
ter hand, . 

« A convent, if it muſt be ſo, will be 
the moſt ſuitable retreat for me, till bet 
* ter times. My rank... . 
Speak not of your rank? we know 
„you to be the princeſs of Wirtemberg; 
& but. hiſtory informs us, that perſons of 
far ſuperior ſtations have not diſdained 
the friendſhip of a biſhop . . . . Think of 
Matilda, marchioneſs of Tuſcany : ſhe 
was proud of being the ſpiritual daughter 
« of pope Gregory VII; and on that ac- - 
„count is Kill venerated, though more 
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ce than three centuries have elapſed fince 
her death.“ 

The archbiſhop needed not have ſpoken 
more clearly, to let Ida into the knowledge 
of his deſigns. She ſtood petrified, her! 
eyes caſt down, without anſwering a word. 
Her face was by turns reddened with ſcar- 
let, and covered with a deadly paleneſs; 
whilſt the holy prelate, all on fire, ſeemed 
to expect a favourite deciſion from her 
mouth. 

Matilda of Tuſcany!““ ſaid Ida to 
herſelf: Horrible ! I and Matilda!“ 

In thoſe days, it is true, the ſtoty of 
Matilda and her only lover was not deemed 
as ſcandalous as it now is; though it was 
then appreciated with ſufficient juſtice to be 
an object of deteſtation to every honeſt 
mind. Ida trembled: ſhe repulſed the 
archbiſnop's hands, which were continually 
endeavouring to lay hold of her's; an in- 
voluntrary tear ſtole from her eye; and 
me turned away from him in manifeſt 

diſguſt. 
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The amorous old prelate did not for this 
diſcontinue his ſolicitations; and Ida, dri- 
jen to the extreme, could ſcarcely forbear 
burſting into a rage, if it were poſſible that 
ſuch a ſentiment could have found place in 
ſo gentle a breaſt. Both, however, were 


highly dipleaſed, and they parted with 


mutual aſperity and threats. 
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CHAPTER X. 


% WHAT will become of me?“ ex. 
claimed Ida wien ſhe was alone: © Heza. 
c yens! What will become of me? The 
Luthe vengeance of this wretch will not fail to 
«© purſue me. Never, O never, ſhall I 
<« again ice thoſc I love.” 

She repaired to the princeſs Gara to 
impart to her her unhappineſs, and aſk | 
her advice. Her words expired on her lips, 
She bluſhed to acquaint another with the 
humiliating propoſal that had . been made 
her. | 

The archbiſhop has been with you;“ 

ſaid the princeſs Gara : .** Did you obſerve. 
6 no alteration in him?“ 
„ [I know too little of him to judge 
« He appeared to be out of humour, de- 
6 jected, abſent . . . Do you know the cauſe 
«.of it.? 

Can he have had the aſſurance, thought 
Ida, to ſpeak of what has paſſed between us? 
and the blood flew to her face. 
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“ Jes,“ continued the princeſs Gara, 


« theabbeſs communicated to me the cauſe, 
but, under the ſtricteſt charge of ſecrecy, 
Lou are not ignorant of the diſputes he 


has had with the new Bohemian preacher. 
Subinko carried matters ſo far, that Win- 
* ceflaus at length was offended, and ordered 
him to be privately informed, no doubt at 
the inſtigation of Sophia, that his preſence 
„would be diſpenſed with. In fact, he is, 
„as it were, deprived of his dignities in 
Bohemia. King Sigiſmond, it is true, 
protects him ſtill; and he will remain 
é what he was in Hungary: but how long 
& will that continue?“ 5 

« Can it be true !” ſaid Ida, interrupt- 
ng her: “ is this unworthy being really de- 
* prived of all his authority? And ſhall I 
have nothing to fear from him?“ 

Attributing the joy Ida manifeſted at the 
zchbiſhop's fall, to former reaſons ſhe had 
o complain.of him, the princeſs gave her 
more circumſtantial account of what ap- 
peared to afford her ſo. much pleaſure.— 
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During this narration, Ida found all her 
fears vauiſn; and ſhe reſolved to avail her. 
ſelf of her liberty to go the next day to St. 
Emery. 

She . to che nuns her de- 
G's and they informed her, that the arch. | 
biſhop had ordered them, if ſhe perfiſted F 
in it, to let her go. 

The alarms of Ida reſpecting the con- 
a8 of her perſecutors, were thus intitely 
diſſipatec. The power of this wretch is. 
© fo curtailed,” ſaid: ſhe to herſelf, © he 
«© dares not even oppoſe my wanderings,— 
&« TI will continve them, till T find what I 
c ſeek, and then wilt be happy in ſpite of 
& him, and of all the enemies of innocence. 
«= [t is true, I might repair to Italy to my 
& father; or chuſe any other place, where 
I might think myſelf ſafe: but no, I will 
tte remain true to the point I have under- 
« taken: I will firſt execute the commiſſion 
« of duke Albert, and: then think of my - 
elfe 

Ida departed. The e to St. 
Emery was too long to be performed on 
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hot, as the fair traveller wiſhed, and a 
arriage was therefore procured her. She 
que ſted that one of the nuns might be 
rermitted to accompuny her; but ſhe was 
pld, that the archbiſhop had forbidden it. 
His aut ority is ſtiil great, thought the prin- 
fs of Wirtemberg, as ſhe deſcended the 
mountain, on which the convent was ſitua— 
1-- Wd, and entered the valley that ſeparated 
y Wh from St-Anne's. 
is At a diſtance fhe perceived armed men 
ie Wiproaching, Their number, however, 
nas ſmall ; and their peaceable appearance 
m3 little alarming. As they approached, 
he diſcovered. that tney wore the fame 
rmour as ſhe had noticed the day before 
n the attendants of the atchbiſhop. A 
told ſweat ſeized her. If they had any de- 
lens on her, to eſcape was impoſſible. 
One of the cavaliers, an elderly man, 
if a venerahle appearance, cawe up to the 
arriage, and ſaid, they were charged to 
tort her. 


„To eſcort me! Whither ?”? 
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* To the place where you are going; te 
* the convent.” | | 6 

& Is it indeed to the convent ? I conjure | 
& you, my honeſt old friend, tell me the 
„ truth 2” ? | 

« It is as true, as I pray God and the 
6“ holy Virgin may be my protectors,“ re- 
plied he, putting his hand to his heart, 
with a devout air. 

An honeſt open countenance generally 
removes diſtruſt, Ida believed what hel 
ſaid, and was tranquilliſed. But ſhe was 
not long deceived, The journey was 
ſooner finiſhed than ſhe expected. The 
diſtance to St. Emery was. conſiderable | 
yet ſhe heard one of her conduCtors ſay, 
&© We ſhall ſoon be there: I ſee already 
© the walls of the convent.” 

The princeſs put her head out of the 
carriage, and perceived the ſteeple of St. 
Anne's. © Whither are you carrying me?“ 
cried ſhe, . | 
To the convent of St. Anne's ; as we 
& told you. before.“ 
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« I am going to St. Emery's.” 

„ We had no orders for that.” 

Ida attempted to leap out of the carri- 

ge. But the old man who firſt ſpoke to 
ter, prevented her. ſhe called him by 

hee name of traitor, without reflecting, that 

he had not enquired to what convent they 

fre going to conduct her, 

The cavalier aſſured her, he had not 
eceived her intentionally, © Why ſhould 
I?” ſaid he, „Were you not in our 
power? And muſt you not have gone 
 whither we had orders to conduct you?“ 
The princeſs drew back, and burſt into 
tars. The carriage entered the gate of the 


2), WMWconvent. She was obliged to alight z and 

dy bond herſelf once more in a place which 

mn abode of a few weeks had rendered ſo 

M lagreeable, and which ſhe could not now 
b. 


bon hope to quit. 

She was conducted to the a 
* Welcome princeſs,” ſaid ſhe : ** I find 
Hour ſiſters of St. Nicholas have had the 


ſame fortune as ourſelves: you were ſoon 


“ enjoy.“ 
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& tired of them. — We, indeed, have ap- 
6 parently the advantage: you viſit us af 
ſecond time, whereas you have quitted 
© them for ever.“ 

“For ever?“ faid Ida. 
6 Ves: if I may believe the arch- 
biſhop—you are going ro commence 
your noviciate with us. You will bez 
permitted to enter into our order, andf 
“ ſhare all the rights and privileges wel 


cc 


“ have no defire to embrace a religi- 
ous life, and in this convent leſs than 
„ any where.“ 

0 Prineeſs, you force me to 0 m 
re that will not pleaſe you. Would you 
ry have me openly declare, that you arc 

* purfued by the ſecret tribunal ? And 
te that there is no fafety for you but in 4 
&« convent ? None of our ladies will treat 
we you as a fifter, if this be known. Per- 
& fons like you ſhould be confined in houſes 
. of correction. You may thank the arch- 
te Hithop, Wo is defirous of faving you, 
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for having kept it a ſecret; and enjoined 
me to do the ſame : yet in ſpite of theſe 
precautions, I fear you will ſcarcely be 
ſecuie even within the walls. of our holy 
habitation.“ 

To this Ida gave no anſwer but tears. 
Aſeribing them to repentance, the abbeſs 
ſured her of her protection, and gave her 
beer hand to kiſs; a proof that ſhe alteady 
nd Wconſidered-her as of the number of thoſe 
ne afortunate beings ſubject to her religious 
Ray. 19 
Hiſtory does not inforn us, whether 
te princeſs. acted according to etiquette on 
this. occaſion ; but we have great reaſon to 
doubt it. The - misfortune to which ſhe 
bund herſelf at this moment obnoxious, 
das yet too new, for her to yield to what 
ws expected of her, or conſent volunta- 
ily. to humble herſelf before her deſpotic 
bvereign. 

% Ah!” ſaid ſhe, with a ſigh, when the 
wived-in-her. cell: “ how could I be fo 
weak as to believe, that an offence given 
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e an eccleſiaſtic prince would remain un 
ec revenged? How imprudent was I tf 
ce quit thoſe good nuns of St. Nicholas, tall 
% make myſelf a priſoner in a place lik 
ce this! There I ſhould have been leſs ex 
« poſed to the archbiſhop's cruelty : ther 
at leaft I ſhould have had the princeſ | 
© Gara to witneſs my treatment, and be ; , 
«< my adviſer : and had I abſolutely beenif 
e obliged to embrace a religous life, myſſ 
e fate would have been infinitely more 
4 bearable in the convent of St. Nicholas 
e than in that of St. Anne. . . . . Howl 
* much do I regret, that I did not at leaſtſ 
< inform the princeſs Gara of the ſcene 
©. that took place between me and my per- 
4 ſecutor! The knowlege of this would 
© have rendered her attentive to my deſti- 
„ ny, and made her perhaps ſuſpect the 
« truth, when ſhe ſhall find that I am not 
< at St. Emery.” | 2 

Thus, complained Ida, till convinced 
that regret was no remedy for ills, and 
that patience and activity alone could ena- 
ble her to ſurmount the calamity with 
which ſhe was threatened, 


OF UNNA, 143 


[da's ſituation was now far different from 
at it had formerly been. Before, ſhe 
treated with reſpect, had the beſt 
amber in the houſe, and enjoyed every 
able liberty. Now every thing was 
Winged, every thing was poiſoned. by the 
Wiction, that here ſhe was to remain 
ever. | 

Her ſole conſolation was the year of her 
wiciate, before the expiration of which 
Wi: could not be conſtrained to pronounce 
te irrevocable vow. *© How many 
things,“ ſaid ſhe, © may happen in that 
period! my life has already been ſo 
crowded with viciſſitudes, that Provi- 
* dence may till perhaps bring about 
events which will produce a happy 
# change in my lot.” Hope, ſweet bleſ- 
hg of heaven, how does thy preſence, the 
tant thou approacheſt the unfortunate, 
umfort and relieve them ! Their ſufferings 
come ſupportable, theic chains appear 
lpht, they but half feel the troubles of the 
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preſent. moment, and Bi ſmile at the] 
future, 

Expecting ae e Ida reſolved 
not to give way to foriow and unavailing 
grief. The firſt ſix months of her noviJ 
ciate were-ſpent, as uſual, in fertile, thoug 
tireſome practices; when ſhe heard with 
pleaſure, that a taſk more fatiguing, and 
more mournful, though far nobler, was al 
lotted her. She was appointed to attend 
the infirmary. To comfort the afflicted 
and to weep with the unhappy, had eve 
been with her favourite employments, The 
infaltubrious ſituation. of St. Ann's rendered 
fo many ſick, that one nurſe would ſcarcely 
ſuffice. Ida's care and attention, however, 
diminiſhed the number, and patients were 
reſtored to the community, who had long 
been, as it were, buried in this noiſome 
retreat. | 

The gratitude of thoſe who were thus 
ſnarched from the jaws- of death, was not 
the ſole recompence of our heroine. She 


became acquainted with nuns ſhe had never 
I 
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before ſeen, and who were, in many re- 
hects, the moſt eſtimable in the houſe.— 
zAicted, opprefled, abandoned, they went 
hut too ſoon to inbabit the infirmery, where 
hey reſpired impure air, and received bad 
Jliment, whilſt their. companions in health 
made a jeſt of their. misfortunes, or ſaw 
their laſt moments approaching with the 
noſt crue} unconcern. To recover them, Ida 
mployed moral as well as phyſical reme- 
lies, and prepared them to ſupport, with 
nore courage, the evils to which they were 
gain to be expoſed, evils that would ceaſe 
ut with their lives. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


AMONGST the ſick, whoſe num. 
ber, thanks to the care and ſympathetic 
kindneſs of our heroine, was now. reduced 
to three or four; one remained, who, from 
the firſt, had particularly attracted her at- 
tention, She was extremely. patient, and 
never complained. Her diſeaſe ſeemed 
incurable, It conſiſted in a total decay of 
the vital powers, a ſtate of debility which 
old age produces; though the good nun 
had at moſt but reached the meridian of 
life, Her ſufferings were not ſolely cor- 
poreal; her mind bore it's full ſhare, but 
not, as ſhe frequently confeſſed to Ida, in 
their moments of more familiar converſa- 
tion, from fear of the future, to which ſhe 
looked forward as promiſing her one con- 
tinued day of ſerenity in the manſions 0 
eternal peace, but from ſad remembrance 
of the paſt, the griefs and terrors of which 
were conſtantly recurring to her thoughts. 
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Some words, which dropped from her, 
kemed to hint, that ſhe had loſt all ſhe 
geld dear in the world, and loſt it in a cruel 
nd extraordinary manner, 

Ida could not help entertaining ſuſpi- 
cons, though they were very ſlight, that 
his nun -might poſſibly be the perſon ſhe 
nab boght; but ſhe could by no means get 
tom her any particulars of her hiſtory. 
Conceiving, that the beſt means of excit- 
ng her confidence would be to relate her 


ich 
zungen, ſhe ſeized the firſt opportunity that 
of reſented itſelf when they were alone to- 


ether. | 
When ſhe arrived at that part of her 
tory where Herman related his adventures 


a, in 
** t the caſtle of Cyly, ſhe obſerved the nun 
h nel uch affected. There were two perſons, 


tat figured conſpicuouſly in her tale, whoſe 
mes muſt make a forcible impreſſion, if 


rancel de were the perſon ſuſpected. Burning, 
herefore, to develope this myſtery, ſhe 
ontinued her recital in the following 


Ams: 
H 2 
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«« have already informed you, that it 
« was duke Albert of Auſtria, who tock 
% me under his protection at N uremberg, 
„ and promiſed to obtain me protein in 
« a convent in Hungary. Into this coun- 
„ try I was brought, as you know, in a 
« manner very different from what I expe&. 
ce ed. I have not, however, forgotten the 
«© commiſhon with which I was charged, 
« Ah, my dear ſiſter! a commiſſion, on whic 
the happineſs of many depends. Qught 
] to entruſt it to you:! ? Yes, certainly, 
% may without danger. 
% Duke Albert I am aſtoniſhed you 
& ſeem not to know it, is betrothed to an 
« amiable young princeſs. T hat princeſs 
4 had a mother, who for ſixtecn years was 
« ſuppoſed to be dead, and of whoſe cxilt- 
©« ence the duke then for the firſt time 
« heard. Now it is my buſincſs to find 
% out this mother. Her name is Mary; 
« her daughter's Elizabeth, 
6 Elizabetn! Mary !” exclaimed the 
nun, in a tone more caſily conceived than 
deſcribed. 
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« Elizabeth, daughter of king Sigiſ- 
mond,“ replied Ida; „ and Mary, the 


8 unfortunate queen of Hungary.“ 
© Unfortunate indeed ;”. cried the nun, 


- 
Y 
ar 


I 
4 Wy) 


lifping her hands together. “ Bar you 
talk of perſons who are no more, — 
Mary is dead! ſhe muſt be fo, and Eli- 
*#zabeth . . . . did ſhe not die in her in- 
fancy 7” | 

© Elizabeth -O no: ſhe is alive, heir- 
eſs to the kingdom of Hungary, and 
# betrothed to the nobleſt prince upon 
earth.“ | 

4 Impoſſible! impoſſible! Ah, would 
it were true! How I could wiſh once 
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o i” more to claſp the dear infant to my Wik 
cis; boſom !* 1 i 
2 Ida now perceived as clearly as the 5 
xilt- MY 

1 


rader, what they both probably have for 
bme time ſuſpected. Her heart beat with 
nxious joy: yet ſhe concealed her emo- 
jon, and continued thus: | 
* | wiſh with all my heart, I could 
immediately introduce to * the prin · 
| 3 
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te ceſs of whom you ſeem ſo fond: but 


e ſhe reſides at fome diſtance, in the con. 
« vent of Klauſenburg. There is however 
« one of her friends in the neighbourhood, 
« the princeſs Gara.“ 

«© The princeſs Gara ! Viſionary ! ſhe 
« too is dead. You know ſhe died a little 
« after I—a little after Mary was delivered 
& of Elizabeth.“ 

* The princeſs Gara is living. She is 

ce at St. Nicholas's. I left her there when 
I came to this convent.” 

“ Gara living! my dear Gara living != 
« and Elizabeth not dead I- What joy !— 
«« No, no: it is impoſlible !” 

As Mary uttered theſe words, ſhe faint. 
ed. The princeſs of Wirtemberg, kneeling 
by her fide, endeavoured to recover her.— 
% Auguſt queen,” cried ſhe, dear unhap- 
« py Mary, arouſe yourſelf, days more 
“ fortunate await you.“ 

Mary opened her eyes, looked round 
her with an air of aſtoniſhment, aſked, new 
queſtions, could no longer conceal who {he 


2s, a hundred times deſired Ida to aſſure 
ker whether what ſhe had ſaid were really 
we; and at length, convinced, ſhe gave 
jerſelf up to the moſt pleaſing ſenſations, 
This intereſting diſcovery could not 
ave been effected with more caution; yet 
18 its conſequences ſevere. The queen 
ed ¶ecame dangerouſly ill. Ida wept by her 
hedſide, and deſpaired of preſenting her 
live to her daughter. 
The princeſs repaired to the abbeſs, 
nd with much humility, a virtue to which 
he had been obliged to habituate herſelf, 
begged premiſſion that Veronica, which 
ns the name adopted by Mary when ſhe 
bok the veil, might be removed to St. Ni- 
tholas, for the benefit of the air, hoping 
he might there recover more ſpeedily, or 
tleaſt die more at eaſe. 


ore | i 
Her requeſt was refuſed with ſome pe- 

und lence; and ſhe was aſked, if her inclina- 

\-y ion for wandering were again returned. 


“J afk it not for myſelf,” ſaid Ida, 
* but for a ſick perſon, Let me only 
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life of a nun worth ſo much attention.— 
Ida remarked that Mary was not known 
here by her true name; ſhe duiſt not dif. 
cover it, and ſhe ſorrowfully returned to 
her patients 
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have permiſſion to attend her thither, 
deliver her into the hands of the nurſes 
of the infirmary of St. Nicholas, and 
acquaint them how ſhe ought to be treat- 
ed; I will immediately return to St. 
Anne's, which I humbly acknowledge as 
the place of my deſtination.” 

The bbeſs did not ſeem to think the 
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CHAPTER XII, 


THE princeſs devoted herſelf entirely 
to the ſervice of the unfortunate queen, 
They were humane enough in the convent 
not to diſturb her in the exerciſe of her 
charity: her noviciate drew towards an end 
h- had behaved irreproachably during it; 
and it was contrary to rule to begin anew to 
torment a candidate for the veil, when the 
ume of her probation was nearly expired. 
Day and night were Ida's thoughts em- 
ployed on means of alleviating the ſorrows 
of the qucen, and procuring her an inter- 
view with her daughter Elizabeth. All her 
hopes centered in the annual vifits of the 


nuns of St, Nicholas to their elder fiſters of 


St. Anne's, the time of which was not far 
diſtant. It was poffible ſhe might find 
amongſt the viſitors ſome nun to whom ſhe 


could entruſt a meſſage for the princels 
Gara, 
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n the mean time her affectionate cares 
were not loſt ; and the queen began to re- 
cover. The princeſs of Wirtemberg kept 
up her ſpirits, by endeavouring to inſpire 
her with the hopes ſhe herſelf felt. De- 
ſpondency gradually diminiſhed. She had 
fancied ſhe had loſt every thing dear to her: 
already ſhe had found ſomething to make 
her in love with life: why ſhould ſhe not 
indulge this conſolotary ſentiment ? 

Ida had heard a conſiderable part of the 
queen's adventures from the princeſs Gara; 
yet the end of her ſtory remained a myſtery, 
which no one could explain to her but Mary 
herſelf, This, from a perſon ſo feeble, ſhe 
could not deſire; it would be tearing open 
her yet bleeding wounds, She ſuffercd not 
therefore her curioſity to eſcape her. It 
was obſerved, however, by the queen, whom 
ſhe had inſpired with the tendereſt attach 


ment. 


4 ] perceive your wiſh, my dear Ida,“ 
faid ſhe one day, and, heaven be praiſed, 
« I can gratify it, without giving myſelf 
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& pain. You ſhall know all. I have com- 
mitted it to writing, My pen was my 
® ſole conſolation in this melancholy abode. 
To recite my griefs was an amuſement 
and I was willing to leave behind me the 
* remembrance of my cruel ſufferings, that 


with the fearful torrent of thoſe that are 
« inceſſantly flowing on the world of 
u mifery, and that their traces might not be 
totally obliterated.” 

« Where is this precious writing to be 
4 found, that contains the misfortunes of a 
„ ſaint?” 

©* There is but one place in this con- 
vent, held inviolate by malignant curi- 
% oflty. There have I concealed my 
journal. The tomb covers my ſecret, 
® Apreeably to the cuſtom of the convent, 
* 1 have with my own Wands digged my 
grave: frequently have I vifited it: 
frequently have I watered it with my 
© tears; and to it have I confided my ſor- 
© rows. You will eaſily find the place. —4 


4 « croſs, on which is * the name of 


my tears might not be wholly confounded 
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« Veronica, will point it out to you, and 
& the moon will enable you to diſcover it,” 

It was midnight, and. every one was 
aſleep. Ida ran to the cemetery. With 
eager curioſity ſhe wandered amongſt the 
tombs. It was ſome time before ſhe dif. 
covered the grave of Veronica, which the 


| bad been too long in the infirmary to keep in 
order, and no friendly hand had undertaken 


that office. The earth had fallen in, the 
croſs had tumbled down, and Ida would not 
have diſcovered it, had not ſhe poſſeſſed ſa- 
gacity enough to diſtinguiſh it by its diſor- 
dered ftate. She raplaced the croſs, threw 
out the earth, found the journal, and was 


returning to the infirmary, when a noiſe at 


one end of the cemetery caught her atten- 


tion. 


In thoſe days it was doubly meritorious 
for a young perfon to have courage to walk 
at midnight amongſt the habitations of the 
dead, The perſuafion, that the ſpirits of 


the departed continued to haunt thoſe man- 


fions where their mortal veſture was depo- 
ſed, exiſted in full force, The pious Ida 
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fincerely believed it: yet had ſhe courage 
not to fly. She hid herſelf under an old 
ider tree, cloſe to the wall of the burying 
ground, and which ſcarcely exceeded it in 
height, 

The leaves trembled over her head; and 
on the ground ſhe perceived a thadow pro- 
jected by the light of the moon. Ir was not 
the wind that ſhook the leaves; for the night 
was perfectly calm. Some words uttered in 
2 Jow-voice increaſed her fears, The trunk 
of the tree, againſt which ſhe leaned, re- 
ceived a violent ſhock, and at a ſmall 
diſtance from her deſcended a human figure, 
large, and of a fearful af ect. Had ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed the will, ſhe had no longer the power to 
fy. What ſhe ſaw, and what ihe ſhortly after 
heard, bore fo little analogy to the ideas ſhe 
had formed of apparitions, that her fear was 
now of a nature totally different from that 
of ghoſts. 

„ This way,” ſaid the figure, with a 
low voice, and looking to the top of the 
tree: © Lay hold of that branch, and then 


(c leap boldly, and you wil light fly 


Where J am.” 

Ida again perceived the eee 
as before, and a fecond perſon deſcended. 
% You ſee,” ſaid the firſt, *©* that our 
enterprize is not impracticable. Let us 
now confider what is to be done. Obſerve 
thoſe grated windows, where you perceive 
& a light. They are thoſe of the infirmary, 
« in which, for ſome time paſt, ſhe has al- 
0 moſt conſtantly reſided. They are not 
ce ſo high but we. 

The men were now gone too far for Ida 
to hear more. She would willingly have 
fled : but fear reſtrained her more than curi- 
oſity. To arrive at the gate of the convent, 
ſhe muſt have paſſed theſe men, who ap- 
peared to have no good deſign. Under her 
tree ſhe was ſafe, and there ſhe remained, 

At length the men returned. The face 
of one of them ſeemed not altogether un- 


known to her ; that of the other ſhe could 
not ſee, 


- 
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« The ſafeſt way, no doubt,” ſaid one 
f them, * would be to acquaint her with 
your deſign: but how can we procure an 
interview with her?“ 

« The feaſt of St. Nicholas,” ſaid the 
ther, “ is at hand. On that day the nuns 
have more liberty, and it will be poſſible 
perhaps to ſpeak with her either in the 
„garden, or in the cemetery. Yet why 
ſhould we delay ? The period of her tak- 
ing the veil approaches, and there is no 
time to be loſt, it will be prudent, there- 
fore, to proceed immediately to action.“ 
Whilſt they were thus talking, Ida re- 
wenized one of them for a cavalier belong- 
ng to the archbiſhop. The author of the 
Iratagem was no longer a myſtery to her. 
| appeared evident, that her old perſecutor, 
leceived in his expectation, that the miſer- 
ble life ſhe led at St. Anne's would induce 


4 


ce 
0 er to comply with his deſires, was unwil- 
14 ng to let things go too far, and choſe ra- 


ner to carry her off before ſhe took the 
il, than to loſe her for ever. 
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The men being gone to a diſtant part of 
the cemetery, Ida ſtole from her hiding 
place, reached the gate ſafely, ſhut it after 
her, and arrived almoſt brea: hleſs at the in- 
firmary, where ſhe tound the queen uneaſy 
at hr long abſence. This, however, was 
ſoon removed, when ſhe appeared, bring- 
ing with her the journal, which fortunatcly 
ſhe bad not forgotten. 

Much as ſhe had pitied the vahappy 
queen, ſhe was ſtilt more affected at her 
fate, when ſhe reflected, that her laſt com. 
fort was attempted to be raviſhed from her. 
What would have become © f Mary, if her 
dear companion had that night been car- 
ried off, and the had ected h her return 
in vain ? 

It was with difficulty the princeſs con- 
cealed from the queen her extreme agita- 
tion, under the appearance of the emotion 
excited by reading the journal. When 
Mary was aſleep, 1da gave tree ſcope to her 
reflections, and almoſt ſunk under the 

dread of the danger which threatened them. 
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« Oh!” ſaid ſhe, „ that the feſtival of 
© Sr. Nicholas were paſt ! Would that I had 
put the fate of Mary b-yond the power 
„of chance! As to mytclit, if other re— 
„ {ources fail, the enunciation of my vow 
& will at leaſt give me ſecurity; and [ 
& would rather make this cloiſter my abode 
for ever, than bec me the Matilda of this 
« deteſ{table Gregory.” 

Ida went to the window, to ſee whether 
he nocturnal viſitants of the cemetery 
yere yet gone, All was quiet, She ob- 
ſerved, however, that it was not imprac- 
cable, with a liitle management, to carry 
off a perſon from that part of the convent, 
The windows were not high, the bars were 
in many places nearly eaten through with 
ruſt, and it was plain that the wall was no 
aſurmountable barrier. 


ö 
1 
N 1 
1 


ir 

I 

5 
IM 


— > 


— - 
>. = PF 


wy 
EST. 


162 HERMAN © 


exl 


CHAPTER XIII, 


THE remainder of the night was em- 
ployed by the princeſs in conſidering what 


ſteps it would be moſt prudent to take.— 0 

Day was no ſooner. broken, than ſhe re- 

paired to the abbeſs, to acquaint her witk 

the events of the night, ſuppreſſing only ed 
certain circumſtances, which the reader will 0 

be at no loſs to conjecture, and the name i 

of the archbiſhop, which ſhe did not think . 


proper to mention. She had not forgotten 
what ſhe had heard the new Bohemian 
preacher ſay of the diſſolute lives of the 
clergy, and the good underſtanding that 
ſecretly prevailed between the nuns and 
their eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors. She knew not 
how far the deſigns ſhe aſcribed to the 
archbiſhop might ſucceed, and therefore 
ſhe ſpoke only in general terms of what 
had happened. 

Her reception was flattering. The ab- 
beſs rejoiced, that Ida at length began to 
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give proofs of her religious vocation, and 

exhorted her to perſevere. Meaſures too 

were taken to repair the old wall; and it 
. Ws thought proper to remove the nurſe and 
at er patient from the dangerous chamber 
they had hitherto inhabited, to one more 
convenient, 

As the feſtival of St. Nicholas approach- 
ed, Ida's agitation increaſed. The wiſhed- 
for day at length arrived ; the nuns made 
e Wtheir appearance. Mary, who had ac- 
k wired ſtrength ſufficient to go to her win- 
n ow, ſaw them come, and heard their ſong. 
n W* Go, my child,” ſaid ſhe to the princeſs, 
je and loſe no time; who knows how ſhort 
ir the moments may be, that you will be 
4 W* able to dedicate to the emancipation of 
ot us both?“ 

1 Ida went. As a novice, ſhe had ſup- 
poſed ſhe ſhould have been excluded from 
the aſſembly of the nuns, and ſhould be 
obliged to ſeize, for the execution of her 
project, ſome moment offered by chance: 
in conſequence, however, of the adventure 
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of the cemetery, ſhe was admitted to enjoy 
the privileges of a profeſſed nun. She had 
feared, too, that her reſidence in the con- 
vent would be kept ſecret, as ſhe had been 
brought thither in ſome reſpect by force ; 
but the ſoon diſcovered, that the votaries 


of St. Anne, were vain of having ſcduced Wh: 
one of thoſe of St. Nicholas, and proud of WI 
having inſpired the worldiy minded prin» io 


ceſo of Wirtemberg with an inclination for 
a monaſtic life. 

News like this could not be very pleal- 
ing to the ſervants of St. Nicholas. Though, 
in other reſpects, good ſort of girls, they 
were not wholly exempt from jealouſy, 
which fingularly prevails within the walls 
of a convent, where it ſprings and flouriſhes 
as in its native ſoil. Of courſe they envied 
their venerable fiiters this conqueſt, 

« could not have thought this of you,” 
ſaid one of the principal nuns of St. Ni- 
cholas to Ida; © I could never have ima- 
* pigned that the princeſs of Wirtemberg 
„ would have preferred another convent 


* 
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to ours, had ſhe been diſpoſcd to take the 


* veil.“ 
« Oh,” anſwered Ida, “ if you knew 
" what has happened to mo!“ 
g The nun's countenance changed from 
4 Whic expreſſion of diſcontent to that of com- 
Haien. She was about to aſk ſome queſ- 
\. bon; and Ida, who had no time to loſe, 
r Naias preparing to communicate to her thoſe 
ecrets with which her heart was oppreſſed, 
. ben a nun of St. Anne's came to interrupt 
u, te converſation. It was not judged pru- 
y ent to permit the new ſiſter to be much 
y, done with the amiable ſeducers of St. Ni- 
is cholas; and ſhe was fo carefully watched, 
es chat ſhe feared ſhe ſhould have no opportu- 
d Wiiy of accompliſhing her purpoſe. She 
eſcaped for a few, moments to vilit the 
„ ueco; imparted to her her embarraſſment, 


i- und a new ſcheme ſhe had formed; obtain- 


a- Wed ber conent; and returned to join the 
g Weompany. 


nk „In the, name of God,” whiſpered the. 


dun of St. Nicholas, who appeared to have 
1 b 
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waited for her in a corner of the cloiſter, 
tell me by what means you were brought 
5 to this convent, The princeſs Gara and 
* I have ſought you every where, and 
& this is the laſt place in which we ſhould 
© have expected to find you, How, then, 
« came you hither ?” | 

« Almoſt by force,” anſwered Ida.— 
She would have ſaid more, but ſhe was in- 
ſtantly called by the abbeſs, and the con- 
verſation was again interrupted. During 
the frugal repaſt, when Ida was obſerved 
by a thouſand eyes, the abbeſs delivered a 
public eulogy of the manner in which the 
new ſiſter had voluntarily ſubmitted to take 
the veil, of her conduct during her noviciate, 
and of her having herſelf diſcovered that a 
deſign was formed of ſtealing her from the 
convent. I entreat you, my dear fifters,” 
added ſhe with an air of devotion, © to pray 
“ God and his ſaints to preſerve her from 
te temptation, and from every deſire of re- 
« turning to a corrupt world, till the time 
ce of her taking the habit, which we will fix 
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for this day month; being the feſtival of 
# ſaint Scholaſtica.“ 
The nuns of St. Nicholas begged per- 
niſſion to aſſiſt at the ceremony, This 
peared contrary to rule, and was refuſed, 
Towards evening, however, the princeſs 
found an opportunity of ſaying a few words 
by ſtealth to her friend, the nun of St. Ni- 
cholas : Tell the princeſs Gara,” ſaid ſhe, 
# thar I have diſcovered Mary, and that 
* ſhe expects ſpeedy relief.” The nun 
lifted her eyes to heaven with a look of 
itoniſhment. | 

« May I confide in you without dan- 
ger?“ added Ida. 

The nun anſwered in the affirmative, 
with an air of frankneſs, and ſeemed to 


. reproach her for doubting it. 

„ © Take this writing then, and deliver 
ay „it to the princeſs Gara, Recommend 
m her above all things to be diligent. The 


* queen is living: ſhe is in this convent, 


but extremely weakened by a tedious 
ullneſs.“ 
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Scarcely had the nun time to conceal 
in her boſom the journal of the quren, 
when a meſſenger from the abbeſs came to 
inform our novice, with a look of ſome 
diffatisfation, that it was ime to retire to 
her ceil; adding, that ſhe had made too 
free with the liberty allowed her, to be 


permitted longer to enjoy it. 
Ida immediately retired to join Mary, 


to, whom ſhe gave an account of the ſuc- 
ceſs of her enterprize. They diſcourſed 
of nothing elſe till night was far advanced; 
they formed conjectures, expreſſed doubts, 
and gave way to fears, but ultimately che. 
riſhed hopes, that heaven would proſper | 
their virtuous endeavours. 
The next day the abbeſs ſent for the 
princeſs. ; 
* My daughter,” ſaid the, © we had 
& good realons yeſterday for wiſhing to 
« prevent all communication berweea you 
c and our dangerous fiiters of St. Nicholas, 
© It is not impoſſiole but they may be 
5 ſecretly in league with yuur periccutors. 
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Conſider the culpable defire they mani- 
« felted of affiſting at your taking the habit; 
and beſides fiſter Margaret declares ſhe 
* aw the nun who laſt ſpoke to you con- 
 ceal in her boſom a paper; probably a 
vile letter from one of your friends in 
the great world, who wiſhes to draw you 
* anew into its pollution.“ 

Ida, fearing that Mary's journal had 
deen diſcovered, bluſhed and was ſo em- 
urraſſed that the could ſcarcely aſk if any 
thing had been found upon the nun. 

« No,” replied the abbeſs, we have 
* found nothing ; and indeed we ſhould be 
* ſorry to pollute our hands with ſuch pro- 
* fane writings. What J told you was mere 


UW conjecture . ... But tell me,” added the 


ibbeſs, * for your change of colour looks 
* ſuſpicious, what did ſhe ſay to you? _ 
« She .... ſhe... ſhe., . propoſed 
to me to take a walk in the cemetery,” 
lid Ida trembling. 
© I was right,” replied the old lady. 
If you had complied, you would have been 
Vol. III. | OY 
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loſt for ever: for know, unhappy child, 
when ſatan ſo eagerly purſues, that our 
walls are not too lofty for our enemies. 
40 Yeſterday evening one of our lifters was 
ſeized by two men, and dragged towards 
« a ladder which they had placed ready, 
-& Fear prevented her crying out; but her 
« veil falling off ſaved her. The ſanctity 
e and devotion imprinted on her. counte- 
-* nance awed her raviſhers.—It was cer- 
6 tainly one o of St. Anne's greateſt miracles, 
Ihe miſtake was, no. doubt, fortunate 
for you, for the falling off of your veil 
% would by no. means have produced the 
"ſame effect; your.countenance is yet too 
« worldly to inſpire ſuch. reſpect. Do not, 
* however, be caſt down; age and rigid 

1 Mortifications of the fleſh may one day 
enable you to enjoy the ſame advantages.” 
Ida could ſcarcely refrain from laughter 

-at this -recital, and the reflections that ac- 
companied it, notwithſtanding the fear and 

ſorrow with which her mind was agitated. 
« You ſee,” continued the abbeſs, we 


** gegin to treat you with more c nfidence, 
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* and to conſider you already as one of our 
„ ſiſters. I muſt inform you, therefore, 
« that the ſnares laid for you become daily 
more and more evident. This morning ; 
«two bars of the infirmary window were | 
found cut through with a file. You muſt 
* conſequently be kept more recluſe, till 
„the day when you will triumph over the 
© world, Be comforted, however: our pro- 


s tector, the archbiſhop, ſhall be informed 
„of all. who will take care that you ſhall 


# be ſafe.” . 
At the name of the archbiſhop, Ida 
claſped her hands together with an expreſ- 
fon of the moſt lively terror. This action 
zppeared highly edifying to the abbeſs, who 
knew not its true motive, and ſhe diſmiſſed, 
our novice with extreme kindneſs. 
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THE minds of 1da and Mary were agi- 
tated with fear and anxiety, in expectation 
of the effect that would be produced at St, 
Nicholas by the information they had ſent | 
thither. A long and melancholy week paſ- 
ſed away, without the leaſt gleam of hope 
appearing. At the end of it, however, Ida 
was ſent for by the abbeſs. 

„ Paugghter,“ ſaid ſhe, I have ſome 
10 very extraordinary news to impart to 
« you. Your enemies, finding they can- 
* not force you from your holy vocation 
e by violence, have recourſe to ſtratagem. 
«' But, praiſed be St. Anne, we are too 
% mighty for them; and ſhall know how to 
* fruſtrate their pernicious deſigns.” 

Ida trembled at theſe words, and at per- 
ceiving in the hands of the abbeſs a writing 
to which the archbiſhop's ſeal was affixed. 

© It is now incontrovertibly demon- 
« ftrated,” continued the abbeſs, that the 
„nus of St, Nicholas are of the number 
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* of thoſe who have conſpired againſt the 

ſalvation of your ſoul: This morning 
the princeſs Gara, who reſides in that 
on Ws convent, ſent us this order from our holy 
St, father, which we permit you with due re- 
nt, | « ſpect to peruſe.” 
if Ida took the paper as ſhe was directed, 
ve What is to ſay, with a reverend genuflection, 
la nnd read as follows: 

| Holy and devout mother in God, lady 
1c and abbefs of the convent of St. Anne, 
we give you our benediction, and wiſts 
* you alt proſperity. | 

« In virtue of theſe preſents you are 
* ordered to deliver, without making any 
0 WW" difficulty, into the hands of the nuns of 
0 St. Nicholas, your fiſters, the reverend 

* mother Veronica, who reſides in your 

'- WI convent, and demands this change on ac- 
g (count of her extreme weakneſs, and the 
HW young novice N. N. (called in the world 
- by the name of Ida of Wirtemberg) ; 


e which doing, you will fulfil our will. 
* | F Susixko, Arcbbiſbop.“ 
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The princeſs trembled with joy and fe ear, | 
and returned the letter, without being able 
to utter a word. 

Four emotion, your filence,” reſum- 
ed the abbeſs, © ſufficiently evince your 
thoughts. But do nor fear, my child; 
you ſhall remain with us: In this letter 
<« the holy father directs us what conduct to 
purſue. Obſerve theſe characters, unin. 
ei telligtble to every one except his holineſs 
«. and myſelf, and which the nuns of St. 
«. Nicholas probably noticed as little as you, 
675 ney: go us with his real 1 inten- 
tc tions. 

"Eoaking' again at the Ener, Ida per- 
ceived a line of ſmall figures, which ſhe 
had before regarded as one of the ornaments 
then in uſe. Her fear increaſed, and ſhe 
was able only to caſt upon the reverend mo- 
ther a look of dread. 

% You do not underſtand it,” ſaid the 
old lady, burſting: into a laugh. © I believe 
« ſo... Theſe hieroglyphics ſignify, that 
« Veronica may be delivered to the nuns 
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* wichout difficulty: but that the young 
„ novice N. N. whom#his holineſs deſigns 
« to honour with his protection, mult be 
« detained under ſome” plauſible pretext, 

„ Agreeably to this order, the ſick nut, 
& who has long been a burden to you, will 
be delivered in the courſe of the morning 
* to thoſe whom the princeſs may ſend. It 
« is a matter of total indifference, whether 
„ ſhe be buried at St. Nicholas's or St. 
© Anne's, You, child, will remain here, 
© and patiently await the day that will de- 
« liver you from all the perſecutions both 
„ of the world and the devil. The ap. 
« proach of the moment when you-are to 
* pronounce your vous is a ſufficient pre» 
ti text for refuſing your departure.“ N 

This terrible ſentence affected Ida ex- 
tremely. Her joy at the queen's deliver 
ance, ſorrow at being ſeparated from her 
deſpair at ſeeing herſclf compelled to take 
the veil, agitated her ſo much, that her legs 
trembled under her, and ſhe was ready to 
faint. | 

I 4 
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Why are you thus uneaſy, my child?“ 
ſaid the abbeſs, rifing to ſupport her.— 
% You ſee that your enemies will not ſuc- 
« ceed in their defigns, Let them take 
„ their courſe : we will be an overmatch 
4e for them or Iam miſtaken. Poor Vero. 
'** nica is obviouſly a mere pretext to get 
4 you into their hands. We will gram 
a6 them, what they falſely announce to be 
<« the grand point of their demand; and we 
will keep you, whom they would appear 
* to aſk incidentally. Make yourſelf eaſy, 
therefore: go and prepare for Veronica's 
departure; and then come and join me, 
e In the mean time I ſhall aſſemble the whole 
2 community, to compliment you as well 
« as myſelf, on our having fo happily ex- 
© tricated ourſelves from this dilemma.” 

Ida retired with weeping eyes, acquaint- 
ed Mary. with her deliverance, who could 
ſcarcely contain herſelf for joy, parted 
from her with many tears, warmly recom- 
_ mended her to the care of thoſe who came 
to ſeek her, and, as ſhe bad her adieu, 
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begged her not wholly to forget her. If 
any thing could check the queen's happi- 

neſs, it certainly was her inability to take 
with her the perſon who had effected it, 


and to participate with Ida the pleaſure ſhe 
was about to enjoy. She promiſed not to 
loſe fight of her affairs, and quitted her 


vith fervent expreſſions of her wiſh for 


their ſpeedy re-union. : 
« What will our ſiſters at St. Nicholas 


„ ſay ? and what our princeſs?” whiſpered 


ſecretly to Ida the perſons ſent to fetch her: 
* when we tell them you refuſe to come to 
„their convent, and prefer remaining at 
St. Anne's.” 


« Refuſe !” ſaid Ida. „ Oh! tell them: 


of my tears; my deſpair. They will 
" pueſs the reſt.” 
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CHAPTER XV, 
SCARCELY could our heroine exert 


fufficient command over herſelf to receive 
with due civility the compliments of the 
Jealous nuns : for here the leaſt advantage 
vas a matter of jealouſy, As ſoon as poi 
fible ſhe quitted the hall, and haſtened to 
return to hercell, there to give a looſe to 
her tears, | 
e O Herman, Herman!” cried ſhe: 
«* didſt thou know, that thy beloved was on 
| «© the brink of being torn from thee for 
* ever!—And yet does it not ſeem as | 
* vice were more intereſted in my fate than 
4 love? To deliver me the archbiſhop ha 
*© made attempts, on which thou haſt neve 
once thought. He perbaps will invent 
« ſome means of preventing my taking the 
« veil, and get me into his power: but 
« thou. . Yet could I pardon tee an ac 
tion contrary to the laws? Shovld 1 fol 


OF UNNA. ; 179 


« low thee, wert thou now to preſent thy- 
“ ſelf before me? Alas! No.—Surely I 
e do not ia reality deſire to be emancipated 
« from this frightful captivity, or un- 
% doubtedly I ſhouid have diſcovered ſome 
means of breaking my chains, or at leaſt 
have availed myſelf of thoſe furniſhed me 
« by chance. But J want courage and re 
4 ſolution.-O Herman, Herman!“ 

This name, fo frequently invoked by 
Ida in her ſorrow, will, no doubt, recal our 
knight to the remembrance of the reader. 
We have for ſome time amuſed his atten- 
tion with events in ſome ſort foreign to the 
chevalier of Unna : perhaps he has forgot- 
ten, that Herman is the hero of our ſtory - 
Let us therefore return to his adventures? 
though, to do ſo, we muſt go back a whole 
year in our-narrative. 

It was with great regret he quitted Ratiſ- 


La, 


bon, to follow into Italy the count of Wir- 


temberg, whom he had liberated. 
What would he not have given to have 
obtained ſome ſatisfactory news of Ida 
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before his departure? Bur time to make in- 
quiries was wanting. The count of Wir- 
temberg durſt not, and would not, longer 
delay his journey. Paternal tenderneſs was 
far from inſpiring him with ſo livly an in- 
tereſt. in- the fate of Ida, as love inſpired 
Herman, Beſides he. had not yet wholly | 
pardoned his daughter for her imprudence 
in introducing herſelf to the meeting of the 
ſecret tribunal ; an imprudence to which 
Ida owed her proſcription, and her father 
his being compelled to quit Germany. 
Neither had Herman any time to loſe, 
He one day received a note containing only 
the following words. © Fly, Herman! The 
avengers are at thy heels !” 

It was eaſy to gueſs the author of this 
billet, which was figned Alexis of the Oats, 
a name that inſtantly recalled ro Herman's 
memory the fair Alicia, and the adventure 
that befel kim near the clump of oaks. In 
this advice, therefore, he readily diſcovered 
the friendly hand of Ulric of Senden. 
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& Adieu! Adieu! dear country that con- 


„ tains all I love!“ cried Herman, as he 


quitted the confines of Germany.“ Shall I 
© ever behold thee again? Alas ! my blood 
« will probably be ſpilt on ſome foreign 
« land where no one will beſtow a tear 


„on my corſe. My aſhes, collected by 
no friendly hand, will be ſcattered by the 


« wind : and what will become of Ida?“ 

Herman, however, arrived ſafe at the 
camp of the Teutonic Knights. His name 
was a ſufficient recommendation, and en- 
ſured him a flattering reception. He was in- 
formed, that amongſt the knights was a per- 
ſon, whom they ſuppoſed to be related to 
him, as his name was John of Unna. He 
was one of the grand crofles of the order. 
His heart beat at this intelligence; but he 
ſaid nothing. He was introduced to this 
officer. The two brothers recognized each 
other and embraced. 

e It was you, whom I ſought here,” ſaid 


Herman: © it was you alone by whom I was 


drawn hither, How happy to find you fo 
* ſoon !” 
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John affeQionately embraced him again: 
The little Herman, for ſuch he was when 
he laſt ſaw him, had always been more 
loved by him than any of his brothers; 
in like manner as to their ſiſters, he had 
prefered Anges and Petronilla. A thou- 


ſand queſtions concerning the family were 


put to Herman, who was not tardy in his 
anſwers. The recital of his adventures was 
reſerved for a private converſation the next 
day. Of theſe the Teutonic Knight ap- 
peared to be perfectly ignorant. 


Herman felt much reſpect for his bro- 


ther John, whoſe ſituation and manners 
tended equally to inſpire ir. He aſked 
Herman what induced him to leave Ger- 
many. This might have been fully an- 
ſwered in ſeven words: © I am purſued by 
ce the ſecret tribunal :” but Herman could 
not venture to render himſelf ſuſpected by 


his brother at firſt ſight. He anſwercd, 


therefore, {till more ſhortly: * my miſs 
5 fortunes,” 
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John, without inquiring into particu- 
hrs, and ſuppoſing misfortune had inſpired 
his brother with a wiſh to rake the habit of 
the order, contented” himſelf with promiling 
him advancement by way of conſoling him. 
To this Herman anſwered” nothing, — 
The brothers parted. For the mutual rela- 
tion of their adventures, the next day had 
been fixed, and the whole of the night was 
ſpent by Herman in conſidering how he 
ſhould arrange the long feries of events that 


had befallen him, ſo as to leave on his bro- 


ther's mind no doubt of his innocence. He 
was not ignorant, that the fimpleſt tale is 
always the beſt, as bearing the ſtamp of in- 
genuonſnels: but he had roo often had the 
misfortune to have his actions miſconſtrued 
by thoſe he loved, not to have become 
timid. 5 

In the mean time, both his hopes of 
happineſs, founded on the converſation he 
was to have with his brother, and his anxiety 
to maintain a place in his eſteem, ſoon va- 
niſned. The moment he was preparing to 
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quit his tent, in order to wait on him, he 
received information, that John had ſud- 
denly ſet off on buſineſs of emergency; 
and that all he had been able to do before 
his departure, had been to recommend him 
to the grand maſter. 

To the grand maſter, whoſe name was 
Ulric of Jungingen, he was accordingly in- 
troduced, and met a favourable reception, 
Suppoſing him deſirous of wearing the 


croſs, he was informed of the conditions on 


which it was to be obtained. In thoſe days, 
it was ſtill more difficult to be admitted 
a knight of the Teutonic Order, than even 
at preſent. ' 


Herman ſaw, without regret, this favour 


deferred, which at bottom he did not deſire, 


It was enough for him to have obtained per- 


miſſion to ſhare, in ſome meaſure, the glo- 
rious achievements of the order, by ſerving 
under its ſtandard : and he reſolved by his 
conduct to prevent, at leaft, any prejudice 
in_his disfavour, if, what he ſo carefully 
concealed, ſhould be diſcovered. 
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Our manuſcript does not mention the 
actions at which our hero was preſent dur- 
ing the ſeven months he ſerved in this ar- 
my : it ſays only, that on all oceaſions he 


n behaved with prudence and courage; that 

ſtom accidental circumſtances he became 
5 Wextremely intimate with the two Jungin- 
- W:e-ns, the one actbal, the other late grand 
' Wnaſtcr : that the famous Henry Huſs, for- 
= merly depoſed, appeared not to. be un- 
a friendly to him : and that there was every 
„ eeaſon to believe he would foon have had 
: nothing to oppoſe his admiſſion into the 


order, when an event arrived, which at 
once deprived him of the ſafety he enjoyed 
amongſt the Teutonic Knights, and threw 
him again on a ſtormy fea, on which he 
was like to have periſhed. 


a | Amongft the candidate knights, Her- 
8 man made . acquaintance with a man, for 
= whom he felt himſelf ſingularly intereſted. 
y He was a ſtern unpoliſhed ſoldier, whoſe 


countenance appeared to have been rough- 
med by misfortune, He was ſilent and 
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reſerved to every one but Herman, uh 
had more than once faved his life in battle, 
employed his intereſt with the grand maſ- 
ter to procure him juſlice againſt the cabals 
of his enemies, ſcemed to attach himſelf to 
him for the ſame reaſons which led others 
to avoid him, and ſought his ſociety be-. 
cauſe. he was unhappy. 

Naturally inclined to conſole the aflict- 
ed, Herman had long endeavoured to dil. 
cover the cauſe of this knight's ſorrows, 
that he might apply the balm of comfort to 
his wounds. At laſt accident effected 2 
mutual confidence. 5 
The friend of Herman revealed to him 
his name, He was Conrad of Langen, 
brother to the fair Alicia, who, purſued by 
the ſecret tribunal, here found a kind of 
aſylum. The remembrance of his ſiſter, 
and the reſemblance of their. deſtiny, in- 
creaſed Herman's attachment to him, He 
embraced him affectionately, called. him 
his brother, informed him of the alliance 
that had taken place between their families, 
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nd promiſed to acquaint bim without de- 
ky with the events of his life. 

Herman kept his word, and related his 
dventures with as much franknefs as he 
would have done to his brother the com- 
mander. Conrad, alſo, not with-held by 
the fear of a rigid cenſor, concealed not the 
+ Weſt circumſtance of his own. His hiſtory 
„proved, that he was far from not having 


5 ommitted any of the crimes for which he 
tees purſued by the ſecret tribunal : where; 
SE Herman, perfectly innocent, might bold- 

y preſent himfelf- and ſay, 1 am free from 

im Nele 

8 Conrad, after Herman had Rniſhed bis 


by tale, was for a while filent, “ You are 


of 3 HA 
* * your affair is not to be compared with 
* * mine z yet is our fate nearly the ſame.— 


Might not one be tempted almoſt to re- 
* nounce virtue, when we conſider, chat it 


© as vice? The beſt thing we can do, how- 


more innocent than I,” faid he at length: 


« is frequently as obnoxious to misfortune 


* ever, is to quit this country, before the 
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& rigid Teutonic Knights ſhall "CEN our ſi 
© tuation. Their eyes ultimately penetrate 
„ eyery thing: they are nearly as clear- 
& ſighted as our enemies the free judges.— Wk | 
© Do not hope to be admitted into their H. 
& order, without a ſtrict inquiry being Wh 
© made; into your conduct: and, if they 
ce learn the motives of your arrival here, 
expect to be judged with ſeverity, for 

& their delicacy is ſo great, that with them 
* an accuſation is as great a blot as a de- 
“ monſtrated crim:. ? 

Does Conrad think. 298 ” replied 
Herman, „ that I am deſirous of obtain- 
“ ing the croſs of the order ?” 

1 I ſuppoſed fo, becauſe I imagined, 
+ that we, whoſe fate is ſo ſimilar, might: 
t ſeek the ſame reſources.” 

Tou deſign,. then, to fix. yourſelf 
« hone?” 

© Before 1 anſwer your queſtion, hear 
6 the part of my adventures which is un- 
© Known to you. When. the perſecution: 
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« of the free judges conſtrained me to quit 
my caſtle, and leave an unfortunate ſiſ- 
ter without protection, fortune offered 
me, in the midſt of my afflictions, a 
« treaſure, which ſhe frequently refuſes to 
« her greateſt favourites: I mean a faithful 
u friend.. . . My deliverer, my dear 
« John of Unna appeared, and ſaved me 
s from deſpair, which was urging me to 
r put an end to my days, and thus conſign 
N myſelf, laden with fins, to eternal per- 
dition. | 
« John of Unna! my brother ?” 

d. « Yes, he!—Anxiety and watching had 
+ W exhauſted my ſtrength. I was ſcarcely 

three miles from my caſtle, when ſleep 
„began to overpower me. It was neceſſa- 
ry that L ſhould continue my way, or loſe 
wall hope of eſcape. I reached a wood, 
that, in happier days, had often lent me 
it's friendly ſhade under which to enjoy 
the pleaſures of repoſe after fatigue. 
knew, if I went farther, I ſhould find an 
open country for many miles, where I 
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„ lay down, therefore, under the firſt 
tree, and fell aſleep. How long 1 ſlept, 
I know not: but when I awoke, the firſt 


put myſelf into a poſture of defence, — 


This was your brother, John of Unna. 


muſt ſleep in the face of day, unſhelteted 
by a ſingle tree. It is true there were 
villages and inns: but under what roof 
could a traveller like me fleep ſecurely? 


object that met my eyes was A man with 
a drawn ſword. Inſtantly I aroſe, and 


My enemy was the ſtrongeſt, and I was 
on the point of being overpowered, 
when a cavalier came up, and im- 
mediately undertook my defence.— 


He had never before ſeen me: but to 
find :a'man in diſtreſs was ſufficient in . 


ducement with him to go to his aſſiſtance. W« 
« My antagoniſt was ſoon obliged to. 


quit the field to our united forces. 1. 
thanked your brother, as my guardian an- 
gel; we embraced; we told each other 


our names; and mine, though the name . 
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d of one condemned by the ſecret tribunal, 
„ for I was known ſo to be all over the 
country, did not incite him to withdraw 


from me his friendſhip. 


f 


ſt © He treated me as a brother, and fat 
t, down by my fide... ....*I, too, ama 
To fugitive, ſaid he: I am fleeing from 


my kindred, who would compel me to 
embrace a way of life to which I have an 
« invincible repugnance. Let us repair, 
as then, my friend, to join the Teutonic 
d, Knights. Their order may protect us 
m- from violence, and lead us ſome day to 
—W* honour.'....... ſtruck hands with 
na. “ him, aſſuring him, that I would follow 
toßz“ him any whete, and we,repoſed on the 
in · N craſs to make a ſlight repaſt on the pro- 
ce. viſion your brother had in his portman- 
* teaus We drank out of the neighbour- 
ing brook: we formed projects for our 
future lives; and dreamt not of the dan- 
ger that might fruſtrate them... . To 
that danger, the danger of death, we had 
« nearly fallen victims. The innocent 
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« was obliged to ſhare in it, becauſe he af. 
& ſociated with the guilty. The foe, from 
< whom John had delivered me, appeared 
% anew, bringing with him a companion, 
© that he might engage us on even terms, 
„In an inſtant we were on our feet. Our 
c“ ſabres, by an unpardonable negligence, 
<© we had left at ſome diſtance on the graſs; 
4 fo that we had no weapons but the knives 
„ with which we were eating. 
„ The combat was very unequal, though 
„ one of our antagoniſts, he whom the 
« firft had brought -with him, ſeemed to 
* fight with reluctance. No doubt it was 
Ulric of Senden, the lover of Alicia, who 
« was forced to draw his ſword againſt his 
« miftreſs's brother. He carefully avoided 
« wounding me, and ſoon turned from me 
to my ſecond, who, unable to ſtand long ; 
« againſt an enemy armed with a ſword, 
u was obliged to betake himſelf to flight. 
I was them eafily taken pritoner by the 
other who led me to Oſnabruck. I know 
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not what prevented him from taking my 
like on the ſpot. From my priſon I 

found mcans to eſcape, and thus avoided 

* the diſgrace of an ignominious death. — 

„ Immediately I repaired to the place 
& where I conjectured I ſhould find my 
friend, John of Unna. Already was he 
decorated with the croſs of the Teutonic 
Order. Being now better acquainted 
„with the ſtatutes of the order, than when 
we firſt met, he knew it would be impoſ- 
te ible for me to obtain ir, and he adviſed 
to me to relinquiſh my proje&s, and thus 
avoid the ſtrict ſcrutiny that would be 


he made into my actions. By his advice, 
bis alſo, I changed my name: my real one 
jed MI would have expoſed me to the greateſt 


* dangers. My misfortune was not, like 
yours, involved in obſcurity: it would 
have been over with me, were I once 
known to be Conrad of Langen. 

©. Your noble brother could not ſerve 
* me as he wiſhed; yet, notwithſtanding 
the circumſtances that tied his hands, he 
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did much in my favour. To him am! 
indebted for life, for honour, for the 
means of ſubſiſtence; nay, more, fot the 


opportunity of ſignalizing myſelf by 


glorious deeds And, perhaps, it will not 
be impoſſible, by continuing to diſtin- 
guiſh myſelf, to efface the remembrance 

of my paſt life. 
Some buſineſs. of the order having 
called your brother away, I could certain- 
ly not have remained here without a pro- 
tector. In that reſpeR you have ſuppli- 
ed his place; and whilſt your adventures 
remain unknown, your name and repu- 
tation will ſupport me. But, Oh! what 
a man is your brother! How great and 
noble a character.. . . Friend of the 
oppreſſed, whom the whole world rejects 
». « A faithful guide, who has led me 
into the path of virtue! Can I ever te- 
pay what I owe him? Surely, no: my 
life would be too little to compenſate ſuch 
benefits.” | 
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At theſe words Conrad melted into 
tears. Herman cloſely embraced him, and 
they conſulted together what courle they 
ſhould purſue ; but fortune ſparing them 
the trouble of carrying it into execution, 
the reſult of their deliberation has never 
reached us. 


| 


HERMAN 


CHAPTER XVI. 


OUR two knights ſhou!d have been 


more cautious in their diſcourſe. They 
Iived in a country, where neither darkneſs nor 
retirement could ſecure them fromtr-achery, 
Their bravery, the reſpe&t ſhewn them by 
the grand maſter and the reſt of the knights, 
the ſuppoſition that they were both candi- 
dates for the croſs, and that-it could not be 
refuſed them, had excited envy. Their 
ruin was ſought ; their ſteps were watched; 
and it was matter of exultation to their ene- 
mies, that their imprudence had diſcloſed 
things, which muſt cover them with con- 
fuſion, and drive them from a place where 
their preſence was unwelcome. 

The grand maſter was informed of what 
Herman and Conrad had entruſted to each 
other under the veil of night. Henry 
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Reuſs was at hottom no great friend to the 
knight of fidelity; and theſe two unfortunate 
victims of ſecret vengeance would have been 
treated with ſeverity, and particularly Her- 
man, the moſt innocent of the two, had not 
the count of Wirtemberg interfered, _ 
The count and Herman had, ſince their 
arrival, always reſided together. They had 
both fought under the ſtandard of the 
Teutonic Knights. The former had thus a 
thouſand opportunities of becoming . ac- 
quainted with the heroic qualities of our 
young hero, and began to be greatly attach- 
ed to him whom he had once ſo much hated. 
Independently. of the liberation of the count 
at Ratiſbon, Herman had frequently ren- 
dered him eſſential ſervices. | 
The count was grateful, and pleaded 
Herman's cauſe with ardour. Probably he 
would have been completely juſtified, had 
not the count of Wirtemberg himſelf lived 
in a kind of baniſhment, which was not 
completely done away till at leaſt a 
K 3 


198 HERMAN 


month after, and which, for the preſent, con- 


fiderably abated the influence of his media- 
tion. 


The terrible tribunal, which purſued 


Herman and Conrad, had miniſters every 
where. No ſooner was their ſituation known, 
than numbers of ſecret avengers prepared to 
execute the ſentence pronounced againſt 
them. Neither the grand maſter nor the 
count could ſave them from this peril.— 
The only favour the latter could obtain, in 
eonſequence of the authority he had former- 
ly enjoyed in that ſociety, and which he was 
ſnortly to reſume, was that Herman ſhould 
be conducted in ſafety to Weſtphalia, to his 
uncle, the old count of Unna, who, he had 
every reaſon to believe, would protect and 
favour him, even if he could not procure 
him juſtice. 

The hopes of count Everard were not 
without foundation. A report prevailed, 
that ſome trace of the murderers of duke 


Frederic were diſcovered ; that one of them, 


named Falkenberg, was already in the hands 


o 
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of juſtice ; and that through him there was 
no doubt but the reſt of the accomplices 
would be found out and arreſted, 

„Go, my ſon,” ſaid the count to Her- 
man ; “ if you have not deceived me, if you 
can completely juſtify yourſelf from hav- 
ing borne a part in that infamous crimes 


« and appear as innocent in the eyes of the 


% public as in mine, I promife you the ac- 
* compliſhment of your deareſt wiſhes.” 

«© What, that Ida ſhall be mine?” aſked 
the youth, tranſported withzoy, and throwing 
himſelf at count Everard's feet. , 

„ Sofily, ſoftly,” ſaid the old count, who 
ſeemed to regret, in ſome meaſure, what 
he had juſt ſaid. * You aſk too much.— 
e A knight of Unna, and a princeſs of Wir- 
© termberg, would be a match too diſpropor- 
« tionate. If, however, the count of Unna 
« fulfil his promiſe, and adopt you for his 
« ſon . . . then perhaps I ſhould not beſo 
e unjuſt as to refuſe my daughter to the heir 
&© of ſo great a name, to the ſon too of my 
ancient friend.“ 


* 
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A ſmile was on the lips of Everard, as 
he pronounced the laſt words. Herman fel] 
at his knees a ſecond time. *© She is mine, 
é then,” cried he; “ ſhe is mine! O, my 
e father ! how ſhall I thank you?“ 

« Extravagance of youth ! where are the 


i whether your uncle will keep his word? 


And, indeed, where is Ida herſelf, whom 
one would ſuppoſe you had already in 
«© your arms?“ 

« Ida ! Ah! were ſhe at the extremity of 
* the globe, were ſhe in hell irſelf, I would 
« g2thither in queſt of her. But ſhe is in a 
* convent in Hungary, as I am given to un- 
* derftand by a letter ſhe has written to the 
« queen of Bohemia. I will viſit every 
“ monaſtery in the kingdom; I will ſpare 


6 neither prayers nor threats; I will be pro- 


„ digal of bribes; I will employ force, if 
ce neceſſary, till I have diſcovered her, and 
'« brought her with me to your feet, there 
te to receive your benediction.” 


prooſs of your innocence ? Who can ſay 
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The count ſhook his head. Things 
that ſeem eaſy to youth appear far otherwiſe 
to the experience of age. Herman informed 
Everard, that his daughter had ben ex- 
poſed to the ſword of the ſecret tribunal, 
and that nothing could have ſaved her but 
her abode in Hungary, where ſhe was ſhel- 
tered from its purſuit, ** And will not the 


return of her father, re-eſtabliſhed in his 
« rights,” added Herman, © neceſſarily pro- 


ce duce the juſtification of Ida? No, my 
“ Jord, you will not ſacceed in weakening 
* my hopes; be you but favourably diſpoſed 
% towards me, and I fear not the whole 
« world.” 

Everard and Herman parted ; the former 
tolerably content, the latter perfectly en- 
chanted, The count had once formed 
greater plans for his daughter. To ſee her 
ducheſs of Brunſwic, and perhaps empreſs, 
would, unqueſtionably, have been more 
flattering to his pride, than the title of coun- 
teſs of Unna; but he had already found 
himſelf obliged to abate ſomething of his 
pretenſions. 
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The emperor, Robert, was firmly eſta- 
bliſhed on the throne, which the count once 
thought himſelf on the point of aſcending.-- 
There was no appearance of the German 
princes making another choice. Every thing 
was ſo arranged, that, on his death, the im- 
perial crown could not fail of deſcending to 
king Sigiſmond, whoſe ſucceſſor, Duke Al- 
bert of Auſtria, was too powerful to be ſup- 

. planted by another; and what probability 
was there, that an old man, like count Eve- 
rard, ſhould ſurvive the youthful Albert ? 
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HERMAN of Unna and Conrad of Lan- 


gen were both delivered into the hands of 
their perſecutors. The former was treated 
with much indulgence, no doubt, becauſe 
he was ſuppoſed to be innocent; and the 
latter, though charged with numerous 
crimes, in ſome degree participated the 
treatment of his friend. 

Langen probably knew his ſituation bet- 
ter than did thoſe who were appointed to 
conduct him before his judges. He knew, 
that the moment he arrived at the place of 
his deſtination, all the ancient accuſations 
againſt him would be renewed, particularly 
that relating to the biſhop of Oſnabruck- 
He knew, that he had no reſource but in 
flight, and this had ſo often ſucceeded with 
him, that he flattered himſelf it would not 
fail now. Fertile in ſtratagems, and not very 
ſcrupulous in the means he employed, he 
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accompliſhed his deſign. One evening he 
embraced his friend with great emotion, 
ſpoke of the pleaſure: of meeting after a 


Jong ſeparation, and.... the next morn- 


ing he was not to be found, Strict ſearch 
was made after him; but to no purpoſe: 
no one could diſcover what was become of 
him. 5 

Herman regretted his departure, yet re- 
joiced that he had recovered his liberty.— 
Leſt he ſhould be inclined to follow Con- 
rad's example, he was himſelf watched 
more ſtrictly. Superfluous precaution!— 
Conrad had often urged him to betake him- 
{elf to flight, and he had as often refuſed. 
Why ſhould he have fled? His conſcience 
was clear: the judge, to whom he was to be 
conducted, was his relation, his friend: and 
in moſt places through which he paſſed 
rumours prevailed, that gave him hopes of 
being completely juſtified. Of. theſe his 
guards made no ſecret : for one day he was 
informed by them, that Falkenberg, the 
known aſſaſſin of the duk of Brunſwic, 
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had denounced, as his accomplices, Werner 
of Hautſtein, and Henry count of Waldeck, 
both, as well as himſelf, in the ſervice of 
the elector of Mentz. Hence it was eaſy to 
divine on whom the ſuſpicion muſt fall; 
and as to Herman he was no way accuſed. 
He rejoiced at theſe ſtriking proofs of 
his innocence. - His guards were not inſen- 
fible of them, and they propoſed to leave 
him at liberty to go where he pleaſed; The 
loyal knight ſmiled at this propoſal, Iunocence 
never flies, ſaid he once more, and calmly 
ſuffered himſelf. to be conducted to the 
caſtle of his uncle, the old count of Unna. 
It was not as a priſoner, but as a friend, 
that Herman was conducted to the houſe 
of his relation, who received him with open 
arms. What, already arrived to enjoy 
% your triumph ?” cried the count, as he 
ſaw him entering. I have but Juſt writ- 


* ten to Italy, to inform you of the man- 


© ner in which the truth has been diſcover- 
e ed: is it poſſible. the news can have 
* reached you ſo ſoon?“ 


— 
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The young knight acquainted his uncle 
with the circumſtances that occaſioned his 
return. c 

« am happy to aſſure you, replied 
the count, © that the manner in which 


you have been thus brought to meet your 
ce juſtification is the laſt trouble you will 


« experience from a crime in which you 
& had no ſhare. Hautſtein, Falkenberg, 
« and Waldeck were the accomplices of 
« Hertingſhauſen, and pepetrators of the 
« deed. None of them accuſe you: they 
* all declare, on the contrary, that they 
ec knew not your name, except by having 
cc heard Hertingſhauſen, when intoxicated, 
« ſay you were his enemy, and ſwear he 
« would be avenged of you, ſhould it coſt 
& him his happineſs here and hereafter. — 
« It is not ſurprifing, therefore, that Lis 
«© malignant diſpoſition ſuggeſted to him, 
« on his meeting you near Fritzlar, to ac- 
ec cuſe you of the crime for which he ſuf- 
« fered. In this accuſation he perſiſted to 

c the laſt : and hence 'prung all your miſ- 
„ fortunes.” 


le Horror ſeized Herman when he heard a 
is W circumſtantial relation of the conſpiracy, 

to which duke Frederic fell a victim. He 
d trembled when the names were repeated of 
h thoſe who were concerned in the crime. 
r WW. - - . © Well, and what is the puniſhment 
“of thoſe murderers ?” ſaid he with eager- 
u- Wl nels. 


4 ce A fine,” anſwered the count, ſhrug- 
of Wl ging up his ſhoulders : © A fine only!“ 

e « A fine ! and I was to be put to death 
y merely on ſuſpicion!“ 

y & They are princes,” replied the count: 
g MW © you were only Herman of Unna.“ 

d, The old count had a long converſation 


e with his nephew on this event: and, Her- 
it man on his part, related his adventures 
— © amongſt the Teutonic Knights, and the pro- 
is miſe made him by the count of Wirtem- 
n, Wl berg. As much as the latter part of his nar- 
- rative pleaſed his uncle, ſo much did he ap- 
f- WW pear diſpleaſed with the former; and, Her- 
man was obliged to undergo a ſtrict exami- 
nation on the manner in which he had lived 
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with his brother John. The count o 


Unna's hatred to the younger branch of his 


family was inextinguiſhable ; and nothing 
.could have preſerved his nephew, from the 


diſpleaſure of the-old gentleman, but the 
aſſurance which be gave him with truth, 
that he had ſpoken to his brother but once. 


cc 


cc 


e And what is his ſituation there?“ aſked 


the count, © No very reſpectable one, I 


preſu me. 


« He is grand croſs, and has a com- 
mandery.” ; ve 


Be indeed! L know then to what hs 


_ owes his advancement : not to his ſer- 


vices; but to the expectation that, after 
my death. he will, be count of Unna.— 


Vet I ſhall deceive them. This John, 
and the vain-glorious Bernard WER 
they are right; as! have no child, your 


family, or the empire, muſt be my heir. 


Patience, however! 1 will chooſe one 


they leaſt expect; the youngeſt, the moſt 
deſpiſed of them all; him whom they 
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© thought to bury in the duſt of a cloiſter, 
* in order to raiſe themſelves at his ex- 
e pence.” My 
During this ſpeech the old man's anger 
kindled into a flame. With a tone of af- 
perity he ordered Herman to withdraw, 
who knew not what to think, till an ancient 


domeſtic of the houſe, whoſe probity he 


had diſcovered on his farſt viſit to Unna, 
told him that the count, having been at- 
tacked with a dangerous diſeaſe, a few 
months before HermaT's arrival, Bernard of 
Unna, and the abbeſs of Marienhagen had 
talked ſo publicly of their expectations, that 
it reached his ears, and confirmed him in 
the reſolution he had formed in favour of 
Herman. 

The wrath of the count ſoon ſubſided, 
and the day on which Herman was folemn- 
ly proclaimed innocent of the crime of 
which he had been accuſed, he adopted him 
for his ſon, and declared him his heir.— 
Herman's gratitude for ſuch a benefit, of 
which no one more fully felt the impor- 


210 HERMAN 


tance, ſenſibly affected the old man: he 
thought he obſerved ia the eyes of his ne- 
phew nothing but the aſtoniſhment excited 
by an extraordinary favour to which he | 
had no pretenſion; and this extremely chi 
pleaſed him. Wo 
Neither was the count much miſtaken. Wno 
It is true Herman expected what he had juſt Myr 
obtained: his uncle's promiſe had given Nac 
him the idea; and his converſation with Man 
the count of Wirtemberg had recalled it to Mc 
bis memory: yet was he not leſs ſurpriſed My; 
to. find. himſelf thus ſuddenly at the ſummit 
of his hopes. He knew, that he was in- Wor 
debted for it to no claim of right, but ſole. 
ly to the kindneſs of his uncle: and to ſee Ml of 
the foundations of his happineſs, of which | 
his generous relation knew not all the ex- MW 
tent, thus ſecurely laid, excited in him the M 
moſt lively effuſions of gratitude. hi 
« Yes, thou art my fon, my only ſon,” WM a 
cried he, preſſing Herman to his boſom. Ne 
All the world ſhall know how much J je 
« love thee. I am proud of thee, and by W 


0 
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the ſplendor with which I will equipthee, 
„I will humiliate thoſe who envy thee, and 
ho ſo eagerly expected my death.“ 

There appeared in theſe words ſome- 
thing myſterious: but Herman ſoon under- 
ſtood their meaning. The count gave him 
notice to prepare the next day to viſit his 
brothers and ſiſters attended by a magni- 
ficent retinue. This news afflicted his good 
and gentle heart, What pleaſure indeed 
could he feel, at being thus ſent merely to 
brave his family? He ſubmitted, however, 
to his uncle's will; after having prevailed 
on him, by dint of intreaties, to omit what 
would too ſenfibly have WOUDGEd the pride 
of his relations. 

Agnes and Petronilla were delighted to 
ſee him, and ſincerely participated his 
bappineſs. Ulric alſo threw himſelf into 
bis arms, tranſported with joy. The abbeſs 
and the canoneſs made him a thouſand pious 
compliments; whilſt the ill- diſſembled 
jealouſy of Bernard and Catherine were 
viſible in their eyes. Herman, however, 
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ſtrove to ſatisfy them all by his politeneß 
and ſincere expreſſions of friendſhip; but 
to none did he give ſo much pleaſure as to 
his ſiſter-in-law Alicia, to whom he brought 
news of her brother. 

Conrad had reached Hungary without 
the leaſt accident, The king received him 
into his ſervice, though he concealed not Tb 
from him ought reſpecting his firuation : NM. 
Sigiſmond was not more nice in the choice 
of his ſervants than of his miſtreſſes; and 
his queen, Barbe, ſaw with pleaſure her 
court increaſed by the: addition of a famous 
knight, of whom ſhe hoped in time to 
make a conqueſ. i 

Agreeable as the ſociety of Ulric and MI 
Alicia, of Agnes and Petronilla, was to 
Herman, he could not long remain with 
them. A paſſion far ſtronger than friend- 
hip, - his love for Ida, the defire of diſco- Neo 
vering her aſylum, and his anxiety for her Wt 
fate, ſoon tore him from the arms of his Hof 


family. . : W 
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His uncle, informed of his love and his 
opes, had given him leave to depart in 
weſt of the- princeſs. ' Borne on the wings 
if love, he arrived at Prague, hoping that 
he queen would acquaint him with the 
place of Ida s abode : but Sophia was equally 
nxious and ignorant of her ſituation.— 
Thenee he flew to the houſe of honeſt 
Munſter, where, inſtead of the information 
ie hoped, he found nothing but tears. 
4W © She is in the hands of the old arch- 
er MW biſhop,” faid the foſterfather of Ida; out 
of which no human force can reſcue her, 
o MW Subinko, having loſt all his power in Bo- 
* hemia, exerciſes, with the more rigour, 
d what he has left in Hungary. He lives 
to at the court of Sigiſmond; Barbe is his 
th friend; and no one dares oppoſe him.“ | 
d- This was enough for Herman. His 
o- Mecourſe was inſtantly reſolved on. He ſwore 
o move heaven and earth for the delivery 
of his - miſtreſs from the perfecution to 
which ſhe was expoſed; and reproached 
kimfelf for having ſo long remained 
aſy reſpecting her fate. He had ſuppoſed 
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a convent the ſafeſt poſſible aſylum for an 
innocent young woman: a biſhop, he ima- 
gined, could have no other views, no other de- 
ſigns, in impriſoning an heretic, than in- 
ſtructing her, and making her renounce her 
errors: but he ſoon changed his opinion 
when he had heard Munſter. From that 
moment every hour appeared an age till 
Ida was delivered, His diſtance from 
her ſeemed greater every ſtep he took. 
Happily Munſter accompanied him, whoſe 
cool judgment prevented or repaired the 
numerous follies to which our young knight, 
from his eager precipitancy, was expoſed. 
The court of Hungary, deteſtable as it 
muſt have appeared to him by the preſence 
of an ungrateful king, and a wicked queen, 
of whom he could not think without recol- 
lecting the adventures of the caſtle of Cyly, 
was the place to which he would fain, on 
magic wings, have been inſtantaneouſly 
tranſported. There he expected to hear 
news of Ida; there awaited him a new 
pleaſure, which he had frequently deſired 
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fince the happy iſſue of his misfortunes : 
Duke Albert of Auſtria was expected at 
Preſburg. To ſee him, to be protected, 
counſelled by him, and at length to ſave 


Ida, formed a proſpect highly pleaſing to 
Herman, who ſincerely reſpected the prince, 
ind was fully convinced, that Albert would 
warmly eſpouſe whatever could contribute 
to the accompliſhment of his defires. 

On his appearance at the court of Hun- 
gary, Herman found that he was treated 
with far more reſpect as count of Unna, 
than he had been as the ſimple knight of 
fidelity. 

Queen Barbe received him graciouſly, 
and had the effrontery, though ſhe knew 
he was acquainted with her infamous con- 
duct, to look him boldly in the face. She 
was accuſtomed to ſuppoſe that others had 
no better memory than herſelf ; and that 
the witneſſes of her former irregularities. 
had forgotten them ſince her advancement. 

It was painful to Herman to pay her the 
homage due to a queen of Hungary, recol- 
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lecting that ſhe to whom that honour 
rightly pertained was ſtill living. He re- 
tired with horror from the gaolereſs of 
Mary, thought he knew not a tenth part of 
the* cruelties ſhe had inflicted on that un- 
happy victim of her ambition. 

King Sigiſmond paid to the young count 
of Unna the moſt flattering attention.—No 
doubt he had entirely forgotten the kiſs im- 
printed on the lips of Barbe, with which 
Herman had once falſely been charged; or 
he muſt ſince have. been accuſtomed to 
know, that others, befide himſelf, were ad- 
mitted to that familiarity : report at leaſt 
ſpoke pretty loudly, that Barbe was not 
very ſcrupulous on the head of gallantry, 
and it was almoſt impoſſible that her in- 
trigues ſhould remain totally concealed 
from her huſband. 

- Herman was diſappointed in his expec- 
tation of finding duke Albert at Preſburg. 
He had gone, it was ſaid, to Klauſenburg, 
to ſee the princeſs Elizabeth, whence they 
were both ſet off to viſit the princeſs Gara 
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at the convent of St. Nicholas: a journey 
that appeared not to have given ſatisfac- 
tion at court, owing to the princeſs of Rati- 
bor, who, in diſgrace with Sophia, and 
obliged to retire to the ſame convent with 
her daughter, had in her way paſſed thro' 
Preſburg, and, according to cuſtom, pro- 
pagated calumnies and excited diſcontent. 

Oh ! had Herman known that Gara, the 
friend of the young Elizabeth, was the 
friend” alſo of Ida, and lived but a few 
| nmiles from her ; and that the latter was in 
che moſt imminent danger, while others 
ere enjoying happineſs for which they 
+ ere indebted to her, he would inſtantly 
 Whave flown to her ſuccour, and implored 
the aſſiſtance of all her friends to emanci- 
3 Fate her from her frightful danger. 


Vor. III. 2 
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* th 
CHAPTER XVIII. 


QUEEN MARY, as the reader has ſeen, 4 
had been liberated from her long and ſevere 
captivity. Already ſhe taſted the delicious IM © 
ſatisfaction of being once more in the compa- P 


ny of the princeſs Gara, and expected, with 1 
impatience, the happy moment, when ſhe q 
Mould fold her child in her arms. A meſ- L 


ſenger had been ſecretly diſpatched to Eli- 
zZabeth with the news, Duke Albert, who 4 
was then at Klauſenburg, immediately ſet 
off with her, to convince himſelf with his > 
own eyes of the almoſt incredible deliver- 
ance of Mary. At the period of the hiſtory 
at which we are arrived, the interview be- 
tween the mother and daughter had taken 
place. After the firſt tranſports of joy 
were over, their ſpirits being a little calm- 
ed, they gave themſelves up to the ſweet 
pleaſure of refleting on their happineſs. 
Yet it would be wrong to ſuppoſe, that in 
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theſe delightful moments, ſhe who had 
occafioned them was forgotten: had every 
one elſe been capable of ſuch forgetfulneſs, 
it was impoſſible that the heart of the queen 
ſhould harbour ſuch ivgratitude. She ſpoke 
to her daughter, with enthuſiaſm, of the 


princeſs of Wirtemberg, and prayed duke 
Albert to deviſe ſome means of reſcuing . 


. her, whom ſhe called her only deliverer, 
: her tutelary angel. Albert and Eliza 


bluſhed, Why the former did ſo, we knew 
not: the bluſh of the latter no doubt aroſe 


(com a ſecret ſhame at having received the 

et x 

. Wereateſt benefit from a perſon, whom, 

nis 8 7275 
through the inſinuations of a perfidious 

i friend, ſhe had once ſo unjuſtly hated, 

1 The princeſs Gara remarked the emo- 


tion of Elizabeth, and obſerved, that nei- 


” ther force nor cunning could reſcue Ida, 
4 and that the conſent of the archbiſhop alone 


could reſtore her to liberty, To obtain 
this, therefore, every probable ſtep was 
Immediately taken : though the particular 
reaſons of Subinko for detaining her in pri- 


lon were not yet known to them, the deli- 
La 
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cate Ida having never explained herſelf 
fully, on that head, even to Mary. 

In the mean time Herman could not 
avoid experiencing a ſecret inquietude re- 
ſpecting the fate of his miſtreſs : but how 
much greater would have been his anxiety, 
had he known the ſad fituation in which ſhe 
was, and the inefficacy of the means em- 
ployed to deliver her. In a fortnight ſhe 
was to pronounce her vows. The archbi— 
ſhop anſwered duke Albert's letter in favour 
of the prigceſs of Wirtemberg, in an equi- 
vocal manner: this anſwer demanded a 
reply; and thus Subinko imagined he 
ſhould ſpin out the affair, till ſhe had irre- 
vocably dedicated herſelf to God, and an 
inſurmountable barrier, which would effec- 
tually deſtroy the happineſs of Herman, was 
placed between her and the world. 

One evening as Herman ſat alone ab- 
forbed in thought, and revolving in his 
mind a variety of ſchemes for the diſcovery 
of Ida, the door opened, and a perſon en- 
tered, whom he ſuppoſed to be at the court 
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of Sigiſmond, but whom he had ſought with 
eagerneſs without being able to find him. 

& Conrad, dear Conrad !” cried Her- 
man, running to him with open arms, 
« you arrive at one of the moſt perplexing 
© moments of my life, to conſole, perhaps 
© to aſſiſt me.” 

„Would it were in my power!“ ans 
ſwered Conrad, taking off his hat and ſword, 
and throwing himſelf into a chair: © but Iam 
come with the utmoſt ſpeed to inform 
* you, that there are no farther hopes.“ 

Herman ſtood before his friend, his arms 
hanging lifeleſs by his ſide, and his eyes 
wildly ſtaring, as if he had juſt heard pro- 
nounced the ſentence of his death; when 
he ſuddenly recollected, that the ſad news 
Conrad had to impart to him might net re- 
late to Ida. 

What have you to tell me,” ſaid he 
at laſt, ** in which I am concerned? I am 
* indifferent to every thing but Ida, and of 
* her you ſurely know nothing.“ 

* Yet it is of her, and her only, I have 
* to ſpeak, I am juſt arrived from the 

L 3 
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« place where ſhe is detained, from the con- 
«« vent of St. Anne, to tell you that all is 
5“ over, that ſhe is loſt to you, if .. .. but 
e how is it poſſible to accompliſh, in a few 
days, what has employed me whole weeks 
“ in vain ?” | 
* You know then her abode ; you bring 
* me news of her: yet you pretend ſhe is 
% raviſhed from me for ever! impoſſible | 
„ impoſſible! happineſs and miſery at 
* once Il tell you it cannot be, ſince we 
* know where the is, ſhe muſt be ſaved : 
te ſhe muſt, or we muſt both periſh,” 
Herman, as he uttered theſe words, 


caught up his ſword, and cried to his people 


to come and arm him. 

© Be perſuaded once for all,” reſumed 
Conrad, forcing him to fit down on his 
chair, „ that I have done every thing which 
<« it is poſſible for man to do.” 

“ Bur did you not ſay, that in a few 
« days there would be no remedy ? We 
© have not then a moment to loſe. Let us 
« fly, let us fly inſtantly, to her ſuccour.“ 
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* But what could you do?—Do you 
* even know in what her danger conſiſts? 
4 —Do you know any thing more than the 
* name of the convent in which ſhe dwells ? 
Let me affure you that any ſtep you 
& could take to night would be uſeleſs. —It 
* 1s neceſſary, that you ſhould firſt wait the 
“ reſult of a new attempt I have made; 
“ and you have nothing to do, for the pre- 
&« ſent, but ſeriouſly attend to the account 
« I am going to give you of your miſtreſs,” 

Herman walked up and down the room 
almoſt beſide himſelf. The repreſenta. . 
tions of Conrad at length prevailed on him 
to abſtain from ſetting off at a venture, with» 
out knowing what meaſures were neceſſary 
to his ſucceſs, if indeed any hope of ſucceſs 
were left. | 

« Tell me then ;” cried he with eager- 
neſs: © you ſee I am calm; calm enough 
to hear any thing you have to ſay.” 
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CHAPTER Xx. n 


& YOU remember,” ſaid Conrad, © how 1 : 
& parted from you on the frontiers of Ger- 6 
* many, Lou refuſed to fly with me; my < 
s preſence was of no ſervice to you; and I 6 
« knew that elſewhere it might be uſeful, 

* My thoughts were occupied with your 
& Jda.— Herman,? ſaid I to myſelf, will 
& arrive at his uncle's, his innocence will be 
% acknowledged, and nothing will be want- 
“ ing to his happineſs but the poſſeſſion of 
© her he loves, How ſad an employment, 
© ſhould he be obliged to ſeek her, and per- 
« haps long ſeek her in vain ? now, Conrad, 

* an opportunity offers of repaying his 
- « kindneſs, undertake'this taſk for him.— 
&© What triumph, if thou canſt reſiore to 
{© thy friend his intended bride, before he 
“ conſiders it as an event barely poſſible.” 

6 At firſt the only light J had to guide 
&« my ſteps was, that Ida was im a convent in 


* 


Hungary. I tarried no longer at Prague 
than was neceſſary to get farther informa» 
tion. There I learnt, that the archbiſn p 
had carried off the princeſs of W irtemberg 
under pretence of hereſy, and perhaps 
on account of a pair of b:1ghti eyes which 
had captivated him; tor diff-rent perſons 
gave different characters of Subinko, and 
God knows which were in the right. 

« Art the demand of Sophia, Winceſ- 
laus had baniſhed Subinko from Bohemia, 
and the prelate was gone to reſide in 


Hungary, at the court of Sigiſmond.— 


This was enough to induce me with all 
ſpeed to repair thither. 

I found no difficulty in being admit- 
ted into the king's ſervice : an honour 
which I deſired at bottom only as a means 
of accels to the archbiſhop, which I ob- 
tained with equal eale, I formed an ac- 
quaintance with ſome of his domeſtics ; 
] drank with them, and amuſed them with 
ſtories of my campaigns. You know how 


much the attendants of a biſhop, whe 
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have ſeen no ſervice, and been expoſed 
to no danpers themſelves, love to hear 
the hair-breadth eſcapes of others. 

« My ſcheme ſucceeded to a marvel, 
The men became communicative, and, 
diſſatisfied with their maſter, told me 
more than I wiſhed to known. My only 
aim was to diſcover the retreat of the 
princeſs of Wirtemberg, which by in- 
direct queſtions I effected. I learnt from 
them that the archbiſhop had been to ſee 
her at the convent of St, Nicholas, which 
he quitted in very ill homour, and ſwore, 
before his valet de chambre, that he 
would never ſee her again till ſhe had ta- 
ken the veil, Ida fince that had been 
removed to St. Anne's, and the year of 
her noviciate was nearly expired. 

% had formed a more particular inti- 
macy with one of the archbiſhop's cava- 
liers. He was a man from whom any 
thing might be obtained by means of 
money and” promiſes. To Rudger, the 
attraction of a handful of gold was irre- 


ww vWF — 


cc 


te 


co 


ec 


co 


cc 


c 


ce 


= 1 


6c 


cc 


40 


cc 


c«« 


cc 


40 


OF UNNA, 227 


ſiſtible: he promiſed to conduct me to 
St. Anne's, and to do whatever I deſred 
him, | 
© When we reached he coavent, I told 
him my purpoſe of carrying off Ida, I 
was at firſt afraid, that the rape of a nun 
would ſtartle him: but I ſoon found that 
he was uſed to ſuch expeditions. In his 


youth he had aſſiſted at more adventures 


than one of that kind: and he boaſted 


of having formerly himſelf had an in- 


„ trigue with a lay-ſiſter in this ſelf- ſame 
„ convent, which, though it did not indeed 


ic 


terminate in carrying off the fair, had ex- 
poſed him to more riſk, during the year 
it continued, than if he had ventured ar 
once on ſo bold a meaſure. | 
« He informed me, that near the wall 
of the burying ground was an.old tree, 
which uſed: to cover ſome breaches in it, 
by which, with proper caution, eaſy ac- 
ceſs might be had to the convent. There 
he ſaid he would reconnoitre, and en- 


e deayour to get ſome information reſpect- 
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ing the interiour of the convent; for 
amongſt thoſe' who have renounced the 


world, there are always individuals with 


whom connexions may be formed ; the 
caterers, door-keepers, and the like, are 
not incorruptible, and a few trifling pre- 
ſents will not fail of ſeducing them. 
% Rudger ſoon returned, and brought 
me good news. Happily for the poor 
nuns, the breaches in the wall remained 
as they were ren years before. He had 


learned that Ida was commonly inthe in- 


40 


hat 


firmary, the windows of witch looked 
Into the burying-ground, and that ſhe 
ſometimes took a nocturnal walk among 
the tombs, wich was 5 farourable to our 
— 3 

« One doubt remained, which was, that 
I was unacquainted with the perſon of 
her whom I'was defirous'of carrying off; 
a difficulty which my truſty companion 
ſoon removed, by affuring me, that he 
knew the princeſs. © I was one of the 
attendants,” faid he, * who accompanied 
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« her to St. Anne's. Her ſlender and ma- 
« jeſtic ſhape will diſtinguiſh her at once; 
« and the moment we have removed her 
« yell, her angelic heya will dif 


« 'pel every doubt.” 


At theſe words Herman ſighed. Who, 
indeed, could have once beheld the charms 
of Ida, and heard them mentioned without 
emotion? 

Conrad continued: To convince me 
„ of the truth of what he had aſſerted, 
* Rudger introduced me that very even- 
* ing into the cemetery. We eaſily ſcaled 
ce the wall, His plan was good, but I pre- 
© tended to doubt it the more to excite 
* him to ſurmount all difficulties, I ſuce 
e ceeded in this, and he himſelf encouraged 
& me, and endeavoured to perſuade me of 
te the facility of the enterpriſe. He was ex- 
« tremely preſſing for me to uſe diſpatch, 
ce as the archbiſhop was ſoon to make his 
« viſitation, and it would probably not be 
ct long before Ida took the veil. He gave 
* me hopes, that it would perhaps be poſ- 
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« ſible to carry off the princeſs on the day 
cf an approaching feſtival, when the nuns 
* enjoyed more liberty than uſual : but I 
« was ſtill of opinion, that it was abſolutely 
A neceſſary to acquaint Ida with our de- 
ſigns, in order to inſure their execution. 
Would it take much time,” ſaid I to 
6 him, © to cut through a few bars of the 
& window ? We could then gain admittance 
« to her, acquaint her with our ſcheme, 
and carry her off at once, or at leaſt make 
the neceſſary arrangement. 
** To this Rudger ſtarted ſome objec- 
£ tions. We returned again to the cemetery, 
« to make further obſervations, when we 
« ſaw ſomething white paſs by us, that va- 
« niſhedlikelightning through a door which 
% we had not obſerved to be open, and 
„% which immediately ſhut with ſome 
“ noiſe, 
« © What is that?” ſaid I to my com- 
« panion wich ſurpriſe. Let me die,” ſaid 
« he, © if it was not ſhe herſelf, I am ſure 
* of it from her ſhape, and the lightneſs of 
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te her ſtep: the nuns of this convent have 
et long ago loſt all their alertneſs.” 

How unlucky,” exclaimed TI, that 
«© we have miſſed fo fair an opportunity }_ 
« we ſhall never be bleſſed with ſuch 
% another. 

&« Come, come,” ſaid he, do not de- 
ee ſpair. We may be more ſucceſsful to- 
4 morrow.' | 

«© We left the burying place, with de- 
& ſign to return thither the next night; 
& which we did; but to our extreme regret 
e we found that the wall behind the tree 
© had been conſiderably heightened. It 
e was plain that our ſcheme was ſuſpected, 
© and that meaſures Were taken to coun- 
« terat it. Some breaches, however, ſtill 
© remained: poſſibly they had not been 
c obſerved, or they might have been left 
by deſign. | 

« We entered boldly, reſolved to riſk 
ce every thing to accompliſh our purpoſe, 
& We aſcended to the window of the infir- 
mary; though we miſſed our guide, the 


* 
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lamp which uſually burnt there. Aeci- 
dent, we thought, might have extinguiſn- 
ed it, aud at any rate darkneſs was favour- 
able to our defign. 

« Having cut through the bars, we en- 


tered the chamber. Conceive our de- 
ſpair, when we found it empty. There 
was neither nurſe nor patient; all had 


diſappeared, and the door that commu— 


nicated with the convent was firmly ſe- 


cured. We returned forrowfully as we 
came, convinced that we were. diſco- 
« On the feſtival of St. Nicholas, TA 
as Rudger aſſured me, the nuns of the 
convent enjoyed more liberty, and there 
was ſome probability of our being able 


to meet with the princeſs, we made an- 


other attempt. 

« We concealed ourſclves, and were on 
the watch all day, Many of the nuns 
came in our way, but none that were for 
our purpoſe, At length, towards even- 
ing, we preceived one whoſe figure per- 


ſuaded us it was Ida. We ruſhed 6n 
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her, and conducted her away, without 
her uttering a ſingle cry. She was half 
up the ladder, when, luckily, her veil fell 
off, and diſcovered to us a face ſo deſti- 
tute of the bewitching charms of Ida's, 
as deſcribed to me by Rudger, that we 
ha. ' nearly betrayed ourſelves by a cry of 


aſtoniſhment. 


&« We quitted our prize, curſed our 
fate, and haſtened away; not, indeed, 
renouncing our project, but diſpoſed to 


undertake ſomething ſtill more daring 
and raſh. Fortune at this period brought 
to my aid a man wonderfully calculated 


to aſſiſt me in my undertaking. It was 
my old and faithful Walter, who, being 
diſengaged from his oaths, could openly 
advice and ſerve me. He knew Ida, 
and wiſhed to fave her, though his inven» 
tion was not very fertile in ſtratagems: 


mine, indeed, he frequently termed raſh, 


yet he was always ready to ſecond me in 
their execution. 
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* To recount all the means we employ- 
ed would be tedious; but inſtead of ſuc- 
e ceeding I fear they have contributed to 
« render the fate of the princeſs more ſe- 
&..vere, and her deliverance next to impoſ- 
« ſible,” 

Conrad had ſcarcely finiſhed theſe 
words, when Herman ſtarted from his ſeat 
and exclaimed : ** Madman, that thou art, 
“thou pretendeſt to ſerve me, and by thy 
*© impatience haſt ruined me, Tell me, 
de tell me this inſtant, where is Ida? I will 
< yet, I will yet fave her.“ 

Langen had great difficulty to calm his 
friend, and induce him to hear his recital! 
to the end. In ſhort,” reſumed he, © let 
“ me tell you then, that I formed the de- 
“ fign of ſetting fire to the convent, and 


«* of availing myſelf of the confuſion to 
* carry off Ida. 


% Rudger and Walter, my companions, 
&© had more judgment than I; and the 
„ ſcheme was ſo modified, and changed, 
& that finally we determined to kindle a 
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little ſtraw, and other combuſtibles eaſy 
to be extinguiſhed, in one of the courts 
of the convent, at which we could arrive 
through the cemetery. 

* This we carried into execution. The 
flames aſcended into the air in a terrible 
manner, With a hollow voice Rudger 


gave the alarm of fire. All the nuns 
were rouſed; all the cells opened. — 


Once more, during the tumult, we laid 
hold of a nun, whom, in the dark, we 
took for the princeſs. Walter in the 
mean time extinguiſhed the fire and fol- 


lowed us. We took off the veil of the 


nun, who had fainted, and found our- 
ſelves a ſecond time miſtaken, We left 
her in the cemetery and fled. 

© The conſequence of ſo bold an at- 
tempt were certainly to be dreaded. To 
terrify the nuns by ſetting fire to their 
convent, to carry off one of them, and 
then contemptuouſly to deſert her, were 
too many inſults for one time. The 
whole neighbourhood reſounded with 
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outcries againſt the ſacrilegious robbers, 
and we ſhould certainly have been torn 
to pieces had we been ſuſpected. Thus 
all further attempts became impracticable. 
The convent of St. Anne was guarded 
by armed men, and the report was ſpread, 
that the nuns well knew who was the oc- 
calion of theſe attempts, and that they 
would ſoon get rid of her, by ſending 
her to ſome diftant and unknown con- 


vent, where it would be impoſſible to 
find her, 


« cannot better deſcribe the deſpair 


into which this news threw me, than by 
comparing it to that which I read at this 
moment in your eyes.” 

In fact Herman was no longer maſter 


of himſelf; yet could he not utter a ſivgle 
word; and Conrad finiſhed his narrative 
without interruption. 

* Fortunateiy,” continued he, Nud- 


6c 


« ger diſcovered that duke Albert of Auſtria 
was at the neighbouring convent of St. 
Nicholas, to which he had accompanied 
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the princeſs Elizabeth. Knowing, from 
your ſtory, the duke's friendſhip both for 
you and Ida, I haſtened to him, gave an 
account of every thing, and aſked his ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance, 

* He had already taken many ſteps in 
Ida's favour. What I related to him 
heightened the danger in his eyes; yet 
he immediately took meaſures both to 
aſcertain her ſituation, and find means of 
delivering her. Having learnt that ſhe 
was ſtill at St. Anne's, the duke diſpatch. 
ed me with a preſſing letter to the arch- 
biſhop; a letter which he conceives muſt 
have a good effect, unleſs the prelate be 
determined to riſk every thing. To 
execute the commiſſion am I come hither. 
Could a more truſty or expeditious 
courier have been choſen?“ 


„And what effect has this letter pro- 


duced ?” ſaid Herman in a tone of deſpair, 
« The anſwer I received was very fin- 
oular,” replied Conrad: © The day which 
is faſt approaching will inform us what 
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we are to think of it. I found every 
thing in confuſion in the archbiſhop's 
palace; and nothing leſs than the name 
of the duke of Auſtria would have gained 
my packet admittance, I was aſſured, 
that his holineſs was extremely ill, and 
incapable of reading a letter, much more 
of anſwering one. 

* I infiſted, however, on not quitting 
the palace without an anſwer for the 
duke. At length the grand almoner 
made his appearance, and informed me 
that the archbiſhop was really very ill, 
but, however things went, that I ſhould 


have an anſwer early in the morning.— 


I then came to you. The ſervant, who 
let me out, confidently aſſured me, that 
the archbiſhop was at the point of death, 


and could not poſſibly live to ſee the day: 


an event, which, I am perſuaded, will 
be of no advantage to our affair,” 
«© Why not? Ida's perſecutor dead, who 


will oppoſe her liberation ?” 


* Do you know the ſucceſſor of Subin- 


ko? . . , New comets generally defend 
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be the rights of the church more obſtinately 
ce than thoſe who have been long in place.” 

« We ſhall at leaſt have no private in- 
« tereſt to combat relative to Ida. And if, 
« as has been generally preſumed, the co- 
ce yetous Albikus ſucceed, from his venal 
&. diſpoſition I have every thing to hope. 
e ... . O Conrad, your news you thought, 
c would be death to me; on the contrary 
<« it reſtores me to life and happineſs!” 

Thus did the two friends ſpend the 
night without ſleep, revolving in their 
minds the paſt, and forming projects for 
the future, It is true they reckoned upon 
an event which generous minds ſeldom take 
into their calculations; but, as the death 
of the archbiſhop would be a happy cir- 
cumſtance for a number of perſons groan- 
ing under oppreſſion, the friends of Ida 
were ſurely excuſable, and fortune, accord- 
ingly, effected the an of their 
wiſh. 

In the morning they heard, that Su- 
binko had finiſhed his deteſtable carreers 


and that Albikus would be his ſucceſior.— 
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The new archbiſhop reſided at Prague, and 
Herman's reſolution was ſoon taken. 

Repair with all ſpeed,” ſaid he to 
Conrad, to the place where my Ida is 
« impriſoned yz and watch, that ſhe do not 
« eſcape me, that ſhe be not ſecretly con- 
ct yeyed to ſome place where it will require 
« apes for me to find her, I ſhall myſelf 
6 fly to Prague, to the new archbiſhop, of 
* whom money will purchaſe every thing, 
c and ſhall offer him, for her enlargement, 
&« all I poſſeſs, nay all of which I may 
c hope the poſſeſſion. The count of Wir- 
e temberg, who ere this is at the court of 
« King Winceſlaus, will ſecond my wiſhes. 
If I ſucceed, I will ſoon be with you. — 
« Her father, duke Albert, and you, who 
« are all dear to her as well as to me, ſhall 
e then join, me, to lead her in triumph 
« from her horrible dungeon.” 

The ſpirits of Herman were elevated to 
the higheſt pitch. His reſolution had been 
formed with the quickneſs of lightning ; 
and with equal Ne was it put 1 in exe- 
| cution. | T7 | 4 Nit: 
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CHAPTER XX. 


THE anxiety of Herman and Conrad 
was but too well founded. The ſituation 
of the princeſs of Wirtemberg ſince we left 
her had every day grown worſe. 


The attempts made to carry her off 
came not, as has been ſeen, from the arch- 


biſhop, but from Conrad of Langen, who, 
to ſerve his friend, had employed all poſſi- 
ble means, - prudent or imprudent. 

His ſchemes, however, would have in- 
fallibly ſucceeded, had he acted with leſs 
precipitancy, or had they not been oppoſed 
by her who might have favoured them.— 
But Ida believed Subinko to be the autaor 
of this enterpriſe ; and, beſides, had ſhe 
even been informed of the benevolent hand 
that wiſhed to free her from her dungeon, 
her principles would probably have revolted 
at ſuch a mode of deliverance, To eſcape 
from a convent, to elope from it with a 


ſtranger, however conſidered, muſt ſhock 
Vol. III. M 
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the delicacy of a modeſt young woman, 
and might irretrievably ſtain her reputa- 
tion. 

Ida neither expected nor hoped for de- 
liverance, but through the ſolicitations of 
her friends. She knew not how cold and 
indifferent was common friendſhip, when 
facrifices are to be made. Elizabeth and 
the princeſs Gara, her new acquaintance, 
happy in the poſſeſſion of Mary, employed 
all their cares in re-eſtabliſhing her health, 
When they thovght of Ida, they quieted 
their apprehenſions for her fate, by the 
hope that it would ſoon change, and thus 
ſpared themſelves the trouble of any exer- 
tion to meliorate it. 

The queen, it is true, had the name 
of her deliverer al«ays in her mouth; but 
they endeavoured to tranquillize her, by 
hopes of which ſhe could not know the ſlight- 
eſt foundation. 

Duke Albert, the ardent admirer of Ida, 
was obliged to conceal his anxiety, leſt he 
mould rekindle in the heart of his future 


OF UNNA. 243 


bride thoſe embers of jealouſy which were 
yet ſcarcely extinguiſhed. There was no 
one bur Conrad, therefore, the imprudent 
Conrad, who engaged with ardor in our 


| heroine's cauſe, though, alas! with lutle 


ſuccels. 


The laſt ſt ratagem to which he had re- 
courſe, occaſioned the utmoſt tumult in 
the convent. The whole community unit» 
ed againſt it's innocent cauſe. All the 
nuns exclaimed. * What! daily new alarms ! 
& cells forced! nuns raviſhed ! the houſe ſet 
e on fire! muſt we all then become the 
victims of one? Let her depart from 

theſe holy walls ; let her be ſent to ſome 
remo'e place, where no one can diſcover 
her, there to undergo rigid penances, 
capable of. expiating the evils we have 
&« ſuffered on her account.“ Such was the 
una oimous deſire of theſe pious maidens. 

The abbe!ſ:, aſſured that Ida was far 
from conſenting to che raſh wiſhes of thoſe 
who had attempted to violate the ſacred in- 
cloſure of the convent, and believing that 
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ſne had at length inſpired her with a-taſte 
for a life which ſhe at firſt abhorred, would 
willingly have protected her. But even 
the attachment ſhe manifeſted in her fa- 
vour, rendered her doubly odious to the 
liſters, to whom it was an object of envy. 
They inſiſted, therefore, on the novice's 
removal to another houſe, that they might 
avoid the misfortunes of which her pre- 
ſence might ſtill be the occaſion. 

The princeſs was obliged to keep her- 
ſelf cloſely confined in her cell, and was 
forbidden to appear in the choir. By de- 
grees ſuſpicions were inſinuated into the 
mind of the abbeſs. © Is it ſo very cer- 
© tain,” faid they, that ſhe is innocent of 
< what has been done on he raccount ?— 
% May not her repugnance to be carried 
« away be a feint? And may ſhe not be in 
4e concert with theſe bold men, who, if 
© ſhe remain here, will, ſooner or later, be 
& the ruin of our houſe ?” 

Accuſations like theſe had not the leaſt 
ſhadow of probability, yet were they liſten- 
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ed to, and at length produeed, what is call- 
ed in convents a grand interrogatory. 

Ida was ſummoned; a thouſand queſ- 
tions were put to her, which ſhe anſwered 
in a manner to producec onviction of her 
innocence, and to humble her enemies; 
one only excepted, to which it was impoſ- 
ſible for her to make the reply which her 
ſituation ſeemed to require, and her ſin- 
cerity was her ruin. | 

How, indeed, could the princeſs an- 
ſwer in the affirmative, when aſked if ſhe 
thought herſelf really called, if ſhe where 
ready to take the veil without relufance, 
and if ſhe preferred the convent of St. 
Anne to all the pleaſures of the world ? 
Was there even among her judges a ſingle 
individual, who, from the bottom of her 
heart, could have ſaid yes to ſuch a queſ- 
tion? Ida avowed, therefore, with frank» 
_ neſs, that the means only employed to de- 
liver her, and the place to which ſhe was 
probably to have been conducted, were 
* to her; and that, but for theſe, 
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the would return with joy to the world, 
and ſhould be happy to ſee her friends. — 
She, beſides, ſolemnly declared, that, if 
ſhe made her vows, neceſſity alone would 
compel her to it, as ſhe felt not the ſmall- 
eſt inclination for a religious life. 

At theſe words the whole community 
was tranſported with pious rage, and the 
term hypocrite iſſued at once from every 
mouth, She was reproached with having, 
not long ſince, held a different language, 
or of having, by her filence, at leaſt, given 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that ſhe would willingly 
remain at St. Anne's. Ida ſhrugged up 
her ſhoulders, and held her peace. No 
doubt ſhe had appeared ſatisfied with her 
dungeon, from attachment to Mary, that 
ſhe might ſuccour and ſave that unfortu- 
nate queen. How could ſhe confeſs this ? 
and what indeed would it have avalled her, 
to enter into an explanation of her conduct ? 

« You ſay nothing,” ſaid the abbeſs . . . 
« There is ſome myſtery in this which we 
« cannot penetrate.” 
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tc And what does ſhe mean,” added one 
of the ſiſters, “ by the place to which ſhe 

« was afraid of being conducted, had the 
men ſucceeded in carrying her off? 
“ She knew the place, then—Is not this 
%a proof, that ſhe has ſome ſecret intelli- 
« gence with perſons out of the convent ?” 

The princeſs being rigorouſly enjoined 
to explain herſelf fully on this head, at laft - 
found herſelf obliged to name the arch- 
biſhop, and own the defigns he had mani- 
feſted reſpecting her. 

This confeſſion at once determined the 
ſentence to be pronounced on her. Abo- 
% minable ſlanderer,“ cried the abbeſs, 
& thou art unworthy to live. *Tis an ab- 
e ſolute impoſſibility, that a man ſo holy, 
«© a prelate ſo aged, fo rigidly devout, 
« could be tempted by the worldly charms 
& of ſuch a ſinner.” As ſhe ſaid this, ſhe 
turned, with an air of diſdain, from the 
princeſs, and ordered her to be immedi- 
ately confined in the place appropriated far 
fuch criminals, 
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Accordingly Ida was conveyed to one 
of thoſe ſubterranean dungeons, veſtiges of 
which. are yet to be ſeen in the majority of 
convents; though, in thoſe days, no doubt, 
they were far more terrible than any that 
ſubſiſt at preſent, Her conductors were 
the two nuns who had like to have been 
carried off iu her ſtead, and who had ſhewn 
themſelves moſt eager for her condemna- 
tion, deſirous of avenging on her the diſ- 
grace of being rejected with contempt, 
when almoſt delivered from the precincts 
of their convent. 

Ida's impriſonment was interrupted only 
by 2 new interrogatory. The archbiſhop, 
poſſibly feeling a preſage of approaching 
death, came that day to viſit St. Anne's, 
and knowing nothing of what had paſſed, 
he demanded a private converſation with 
the young novice. This the abbefs, who 
appeared to have great influence over his 
mind, thought proper to refuſe ; and or- 
dered Ida to be brought before him in 
preſence of the whole cornmunity. 


The princeſs was obliged to repeat what 
ſhe had already declared; which ſhe did. 
with courage and ditcretion, obſerving,. 
that what related to the attempt to carry 
her off was purely conjectural 

The eyes of Subinko ſparkled with rage 
and indignation, He proved at leaft, with 
reſpect to the latter point, the falſhood of 
the accuſation againſt him; and Ida was 
reconducted to her priſon. 

T he nuns were now ordered to withdraw, 
and leave the archbiſhyp alone with the 
abbeſs. What paſſed on this occaſion be- 
tween theſe pious pe: lonages has not tranſ- 
pired: but it is certain that the prelate 
ſoon quitted the convent, and apparently 
in the greateſt agitation. Perhaps the 
rights of the abbeſs authorized her to tell 
him, without diſguiſe, certain ſevere 
truths, the ſhock of which his fecble frame 
was inadequate to ſuſtain, and which had 
the moſt ſerious conſequences on the old 
geatleman's health, 
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He had quitted Preſburg in ſecret, and 
as fecretly did he return thither. The re- 
port of his illneſs was ſoon ſpread ; and it 
was not long before the news of his death 
was made public ; which gave the friends of 
Ida hopes of effecting her deliverance. 
| Tn the mean time the fituation of the 

princeſs of Wirtemberg daily grew worle. 
The abbeſs appeared to hate her mortally. 
A few words dropped occaſionally from her 
jailers, that inſpired her with the utmoſt 
terror. From them ſhe had reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that there was an intention of ſhutting her 
up in a cavern that had formerly been dug 
beneath the very foundations of the convent. 
Of this fearful abode Ida had frequently 
heard : for twenty years it had never been 
uſed; and ſhe had new reaſon to fear that 
ſhe would be the firſt unhappy wretch 
deſtined to finiſh her days in it. 

She was on the brink of giving way to 
deſpair. There were moments in which her 
ſenſes were entirely loſt. . . . © Alas!” ſaid 
ſhe in her lucid intervals, “ I am abandon- 
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« ed, then, by all the world!... Herman! 
& Albert! Mary! my father! no one, no. 
© one comes to my aſſiſtance.“ 

She was no longer interrogated. Every 
inſtant ſhe trembled, leſt the abbeſs ſhould 
come to remove her from her dungeon to 
this terrible cavern. One day, when cruelly 
tormented by this apprehenſion, ſhe heard 
the door open : the abbeſs appeared ; Ida 
fainted at the ſight of her. | 

I muſt ſee her myſelf,” cried the holy 
matron «©, . . * Where is ſhe? ... . Good 
6 God, what an accident l... Senſeleſs on 
« the ground! . ... Perhaps dead... God 
& forbid ! O St. Anne, have pity on us !— 
Take her up quickly, and convey her to 
& one of the chambers above.” 

« Holy mother,” ſaid one of the n 
who accompanied her, ** let her remain in 
% peace where ſhe is. If dead, it may be 
ee well: the dead, you know, tell no 
4 tales.” 

« True. But what a terrible ſpectacle ! 
« her emaciated body will bear teſtimony 
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« againſt us.. . . Let us ſee, however. 
80 . Ah, ſhe breathes ! ſhe 1s yet alive. 
Take her inſtantly away, and give her 
« every. poſſible aſſiſtance.“ 

After rema ning a whole hour inſenſible, 
Ida came to herſelf, She was aſtniſhed 
to perceive a clean and well lighted cham- 
ber. Fancying herſeif in a dream, ſhe en- 
deavoured to riſe from the bed of do vn, 
on which ſhe had been placed. Ir was the 
bed of the abbeſs herſelf. 

« Be ſtill, beſtill, my dear daughter,” 
faid the abbeſs, who ſat at the bedfide, 
anxiouſly fecling her pulſe. 

% Where am I?” ſaid the princeſs, 

& In the midſt of your friends. The 
cc term of your trial is finiſhed. Yes, we 
c wiſhed not to puniſh, but to try you, — 
“ You RO how much you were beloved 
« by us.” 

Ida turned impatiently to the other fide 
of the bed. 

„She wants reſt,” ſaid the abbeſs to 
one of the nuns, * I will leave her to 
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c make the neceſſary preparations, Let 
6 her want for nothing, and call me when 
& ſhe awakes.“ 

The princeſs had indeed need of reſt, of 
tranquillity, though not of ſleep. What 
paſſed around her, too much engaged her 
attention for her to think of ſleeping. Her 
weakneſs would not yet permit her to 
talk: ſhe preſſed the hand of the nun who 
ſat by her, fixed her languid eyes on 
the face of her compaſſionate nurſe, which 
was wet with tears. She was one of Ida's 


:r1enas, one of thoſe whom her generous 
care had ſnatched from the jaws of death. 

« What means this change ?” ſaid the 
princeſs, after ſome time. 

The nun made a ſign for her to be fi- 
lent, and crept ſoftly to the door, to ſee 
if any one were liſtening. | 

& To-morrow,” ſaid ſhe, returning to 
the fide of the bed, we expect our new 
« archbiſhop, who is coming with the 
&« count of Wirtemberg, duke Albert, and 
ie the count of Unna, to deliver from the 
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* convent a young lady who is unfortu- 
nate but not guilty.” 

Ida had never heard of the archbiſhop's 
death, conſequently could not comprehend 
his having a ſucceſſor: her father, ſhe ſup- 
poſed to be at a great diſtance ; and of the 
count of Unna ſhe knew nothing. She 


was far from ſuſpecting, that the perſon in 


queſtion was her beloved Herman, Taking, 
therefore, what was ſaid for a dream, ſhe 
cloſed her eyes the longer to enjoy it. 
Soon, however, ſhe opened them again, 
and put a freſh queſtion to her companion, 
The nun made no anſwer, but pointed to 
the door. A moment after the abbeſs 
appeared, | 
e Have you ſlept, my child?“ ſaid ſhe. 
cc She has but this moment awaked,” 
anſwered the nun. 
6 Sleep, fleep, my dear,” continued the 


abbeſs. Thoſe pale cheeks mult regain 


& their bloom againſt to-morrow : thoſe 
% Janguideyes muſt ſparkle with their uſual 
S vivacity, You do not know whom you 


cc 
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ee will ſee.. .. a father... a friend. 
© .. . 4a . What ſhall I ſay?“ 

The pious lips of the abbeſs refuſed to 
utter the word lover, which was on the ti p of 
her tongue. Ida had heard enough however, 
to be tranſported with joy. 

ce It is then, it is really true!“ cried ſhe, 
claſping her hands together. | 

e What means this tranſport of joy? have 
te you already been informed of the news?“ 

«© No, no; but IT have been dreaming 
e of ſuch an event.” 

The abbeſs anſwered, that heaven fre- 
quently held a communication with the vir- 
tuous during their ſleep. I too dreamt,"? 
added ſhe, © that you muſt be made to 
** undergo trials, and very ſevere ones, in 
e order to give you a more exquiſite ſen- 
« ſation of happineſs.” 

Out of reſpect to this dream, and the 
long exhortations that were made her to be 
reconciled, to keep the ſecrets of the con- 
vent, and to think only of her future felicity, 
the princeſs promiſed not to diſcloſe the 
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ills ſhe had endured, to forego all thoughts 
of revenge, and to endeavour to perſuade 
herſelf, that what ſhe had ſuffered was 
meant, as the abbefs had ſaid, as a trial, not 
as a puniſhment; and was the effect of 
friendſhip, not the conſequence of hatred, 
The happy day, the day of a union ſo 
long wiſhed for, at length began to dawn, 
So much had been ſaid to Ida of her hap- 
pineſs, that ſhe became inſenſibly famili- 
arized to the idea. Reſtoratives, liberally ad- 
miniſtered, had given her ſufficient ſtrength 
to riſe, and be led to meet her friends,— 
She might be compared to a beautiful roſe a 
little withered, and juſt revived by the 
morning dew, By turns ſhe received ex- 
preſſions of affection from her father, and 
from her lover. What appellations of en- 
dearment were interchanged ! what qucſ- 
tions put! what emotions felt! With difficul- 
ty could Herman and Ida ſupport their 


eeſtaſy. The joy of the count of Wirtem- 


berg was ſcarcely ſhort of theirs; duke Al- 
bert turned aſide to conceal a tear; and the 


archbiſhop Albikus was ſo pleaſed with the 
preſent he had received for the princeſs's 
liberty, that he offered to marry her to the 
count of Unna on the ſpot. But this the 
abbeſs obſtinately oppoſed. ** How horrid,” 
ſaid ſhe, to think of performing ſuch a 
% ceremony within the ſacred walls of a 
*© convent ?” 

Next day the princeſs of Wittenberg 
found herſelf in the arms of Mary, Eliza- 
beth, and Roſe Gara : ſhe had the pleaſure 
alſo of embracing Munſter, and teſtifying 
her gratitude to the generous Conrad.— 
What exceſs of happineſs ! To paiat it, who 
will dare take the pencil ? 

Ar length Herman eſpouſed his beloved 


Ida. He preſented her to his reſpected 


uncle; he introduced her to the acquaint- 


"ance of the reſt of his family ; of Alicia, of 


Agnes, and of Petronilla. Ulric of Senden 
became her friend. John of Unna appeared 


alſo to ſhare his brother's happineſs; and 


Herman ſucceeded in reconciling him to 3 
old count. 
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We are unable to give the reader far- 
ther particulars, the latter part of our manu- 
ſcript being illegible. Two leaves only 
have eſcaped the ravages of time. In the 
firſt is a letter from Mrs. Munſter to her 
huſband, dated in the year 1419, which 
informs us, that the young counteſs of Unna 
had juſt been delivered ofa ſon. Ida was 
then at the court of her friend, queen So- 
phia. It was the laſt year that Sophia wore 
the crown: become a widow, by the death 


of Winceſlavs, ſhe retired to a convent, in 


hopes of there finding that repoſe ſhe had 
vainly ſought on a throne, 
In the ſecond leaf is an invitation from 


Herman, count of Unna, to Alicia of Sen- 


den, and her huſband Ulric, to come to 
Ratiſbon to be ſponſors for his ſecond ſon. 
From which it appears, that Bernard and 
Catherine were both dead, and that fortune 


had thus taken care to unite, after a long ſe- 


ries of unhappineſs, two virtuous beings, 
who had+ſo little deſerved to be ſeparated. 
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We find alſo a few fragments, which 
indicate, that Herman, by the advice of 
his father-in-law and uncle, had determined 
to enter into that ſociety, which had given 


his paſt life ſo many alarms. An anecdote 


which will appear by no means improbable; 
if we conſider, that, at that period, whoever 
would put his life in ſurety, muſt be linked, 
either in his own perſon, or by means of 
ſome dependant, to that formidable chain 
which, while it encircled all, was inviſible to 
every eye. 


THE END. 


